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Agenda Item 6: ATS Route Catalogue Update 

(Route Availability Process When ATS route Approval is Required - Russian Far East Route B915)
(Presented by IATA – United Airlines)

	SUMMARY
ATS route B915 in The Russian Far East provides significant time and fuel savings for North America to China flights. This route is not NOTAM’s open or closed but is available upon request pending ATS approval through the MATFMC. It is our desire to see the process become more in line with route availability through NOTAMs. 




1. Introduction
1.1  ATS route B915 has provided significant time and fuel savings when available by ATC approval for flights from various North American west coast airports to China. This route is frequently unavailable due to military use from FIX LANRI to FIX FX ((Troitskoy NDB). Normal NOTAMS are not issued for this route.
1.2 The current procedure to plan B915 is to send an FPL to the Moscow MATFMC 3 hours prior to departure, and the FPL is either ACK or REJ based on B915 availability for the requesting flight.

2. Discussion

2.1
Although the current procedure of sending an FPL to the Moscow MATFMC has been successful, we have seen instances of close into departure, AFTN messages, that have closed the route. This process is similar to that used by EURO Control ACK/REJ messages requiring an initial message to be sent approximately 3 hours prior to departure.

2.2
Relying on AFTN messaging for route availability is subject to human error and could lead to unplanned technical stops if a flight departed with insufficient fuel to re-route around the B915 closure.

2.3
The benefits of planning B915 are reduced if there is a risk that the LANRI to FI portion becomes closed. Many dispatchers will choose to avoid the risk by planning a longer route, or add “extra” fuel to protect against last minute changes, which reduces the overall benefits of this route. 
2.4
 See the example (attached) of a specific flight showing the benefits of planning B915 over the alternate routings. In the example the savings were as much as 17 minutes and 7000 pounds of fuel.
2.5
A process more in line with international NOTAMs closing routes would be more desirable over the present process.


3. Action by the Meeting
3.1
The meeting is invited to:

a. review the information contained in this Working Paper;

b. endorse the information provided in this Working paper. 
B915 comparison to G73 routing and B915/B962  routings San Francisco to Beijing
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   CITYPAIR COMPARISON 

UAL889-1, 01MAY14, SFO-PEK

VRNT 10 RTNG 990 VIA OPTIMIZED-B915 (FILE EARLY FOR ACK/REJ)

N178UA 44 ZFW 496800

10(13)MANU /F320 MOLEN5 MOLEN DCT AMAKR DCT LINUZ DCT

44N130W DCT 49N140W DCT 52N150W DCT 54N160W DCT 55N170W

DCT 55N180E DCT NATES DCT KOKES B242 DIPNA B932 RAPAK

G73 UB B915 FI G212 HAB B150 BIRBO B723 ODEKA R213 JMU

G212 DABMA W74 SABEM G332 GITUM DCT

DIST 5313 ESAD 5403  MINF 276989  TRIPF 253774  EET 11.20

PROFILE F320 55N180E/F360 REPIK/F400 MAGIT/S1160 JMU/S1220 DCT

COST FUEL 117308 TIME 6940 OVRFLT 5180 TOTAL 129428

VRNT 8 RTNG 975 VIA OPTIMIZED-KOKES OFF

N178UA 44 ZFW 496800

10(13)MANU /F320 MOLEN5 MOLEN DCT AMAKR DCT LINUZ DCT

44N130W DCT 49N140W DCT 52N150W DCT 54N160W DCT 55N170W

DCT 55N180E DCT NATES DCT KOKES B242 DIPNA B932 RAPAK

G73 UB B915 BENOK B962 AKOLA R446 FI G212 HAB B150

BIRBO B723 ODEKA R213 JMU G212 DABMA W74 SABEM G332

GITUM DCT

DIST 5374 ESAD 5454  MINF 282302  TRIPF 258911  EET 11.32

PROFILE F320 55N180E/F360 DASKO/F400 MAGIT/S1160 TGO/S0980

DABMA/S0720 DCT

COST FUEL 119664 TIME 7062 OVRFLT 5180 TOTAL 131906

VRNT 11 RTNG Z1 VIA G73 B913
N178UA 44 ZFW 496800

10(13)MANU /F320 MOLEN5 MOLEN DCT AMAKR DCT LINUZ DCT

44N130W DCT 49N140W DCT 52N150W DCT 54N160W DCT 55N170W

DCT 55N180E DCT NATES DCT KOKES B242 DIPNA B932 RAPAK

G73 ABOMA B913 TERBO G212 HAB B150 BIRBO B723 ODEKA

R213 JMU G212 DABMA W74 SABEM G332 GITUM DCT

DIST 5354 ESAD 5481  MINF 284000  TRIPF 260586  EET 11.37

PROFILE F320 49N140W/F340 55N180E/F360 NATES/F380 MAGIT/S1160

TGO/S0980 DABMA/S0720 DCT

COST FUEL 120436 TIME 7107 OVRFLT 5180 TOTAL 132723

