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SUMMARY 
 
This paper provides information concerning actions taken by the Informal Pacific ATC Coordinating 
Group (IPACG). 
 
 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 The latest meeting of the IPACG, i.e. IPACG 42, was held in Seattle, Washington during the week 
of September 12th, 2016.  Participants at IPACG 42 included IATA, Operators, OS DOD, JCAB and the 
FAA.  At the meeting, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) presented a paper (WP/18-02) 
concerning the North Pacific (NOPAC) route system titled, “Optimization of NOPAC Navigable 
Airspace:  Suggestions for a way forward”.  A copy of the paper is included as Attachment 1. 
 
1.2 FAA’s paper made the following recommendations:  

 
• The IPACG formally adopt an action item to study the reorganization of the NOPAC based upon 

current aircraft Communication, Navigation and Surveillance (CNS) capabilities, 
 

• The IPACG solicit input from IATA and non-affiliated operators (such as the U.S. Department of 
Defense) for proposals and recommendations, and 

 
• The IPACG ANSPs advise the CPWG of their intention to work this issue in the IPACG venue.  

 
The IPACG accepted these recommendations. 

 
2. Discussion 
 
2.1 This working paper serves to advise CPWG of IPACG’s intention to research the possible 
reorganization of the NOPAC.   
 
2.2 In light of the IPACG’s intention, some aspects of the CPWG Action Items CP18-04P (concerning 
UPRs to the Russian Trans East), and CP19-07P (concerning expansion of UPRs thru and across the 
Pacific) would be better served in the IPACG venue.  For example, CP18-04P includes consideration of 
UPRs to the KOKES, LUMES and KUNAD RTE entry points.  Because these fixes are located on the 
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southern boundary of the Petropavlosk-Kamchatsky FIR, aircraft flight planning them will necessarily be 
navigating via, or across, the NOPAC.  Therefore, any reorganization of the NOPAC needs to include 
consideration of how these RTE flights will interact with the NOPAC flow.  Similarly, consideration of 
expanded UPRs across the North Pacific will impact, and be impacted by a NOPAC reorganization.  
 
3. Action by the Meeting 
 
3.1 The meeting is invited to:  
 

a. Review the information contained in this Working Paper; and 
b. Recommendation to close the two action items and move them to the IPACG 
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