
Federal Aviation 
Administration 

FAA Anchorage ARTCC 

<Sub Title>  

Presented to:  Cross Polar Working Group / 22 

By:  Steve Kessler,  
        Support Manager for  Airspace and Procedures,  
        Anchorage ARTCC 

Date:  October 25 - 27, 2016 

 



Federal Aviation 
Administration 

• Anchorage ARTCC - background  
• Oceanic Performance 
• Space Launch Activities 
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Anchorage ARTCC – background - Air Traffic Facility Personnel 

• 175 Employees total 
• 68 Controller Work Force  
• 55 Trainees 
• 18 Front Line Managers (include STMC) 
• 4 Operations Managers 
• 3 Support Managers 
• 9 Support Staff 
• 4 Traffic Management Coordinators  
• 6 Flight Data Unit 
• 4 CWSU Weather Unit 
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Anchorage ARTCC (ZAN) Update 
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Anchorage ARTCC – background - Airspace 

• Anchorage Arctic 
FIR 

 
• Anchorage 

Oceanic FIR 
 
• Anchorage 

Continental FIR 
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Flight Information Regions  
• Oceanic     229,067 Miles2 (593,280.8 Km2) 

• Continental   1,647,105 Miles2 (4,265,982 Km2) 

• Arctic    551,971 Miles2 (1,429,598 Km2) 

• Total      2,427,971 Miles2 (6,288,416 Km2) 
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Three Areas of Specialization:  North, South and High 
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Anchorage ARTCC (ZAN) Update 

AUTOMATION: 

for RDP  

Micro En Route Automated Radar 
Tracking System – MEARTS 

for FDP   

Flight Data Processor 2000 – FDP200 

North Specialty 

“Sector 64” 
(implementation TBD) 

Anchorage ARTCC – background - Airspace and Structure 

NEXT 
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AUTOMATION: 

for RDP  

Micro En Route Automated Radar 
Tracking System – MEARTS 

for FDP   

Flight Data Processor 2000 – FDP200 

South Specialty 
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AUTOMATION: 

for RDP  

Micro En Route Automated Radar 
Tracking System – MEARTS 

and  

Adanced Technologies and Oceanic 
Procedures / Ocean 21 – ATOP/OC21 

for FDP   

Flight Data Processor 2000 – FDP2000 

and  

Adanced Technologies and Oceanic 
Procedures / Ocean 21 – ATOP/OC21 

 

High Specialty 

Anchorage ARTCC (ZAN) Update 

“Sector 64” 
(implementation TBD) 

Anchorage ARTCC – background - Airspace and Structure 

NEXT 
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The Advanced Technologies and Oceanic 
Procedures / Ocean 21 system (ATOP/OC21) 
permits FAA to gather data vis-à-vis Oceanic 
operations.  The following charts provide a 
visual presentation of this selected data*. 
 
*Note that this is data from the NOPAC.  After Sector 64 
implementation, comparison data should become available for 
the Arctic airspace. 
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Anchorage ARTCC - Oceanic Performance 
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Anchorage ARTCC Oceanic Performance 
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Anchorage ARTCC (ZAN) Update 
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Anchorage ARTCC - Oceanic Performance 
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Anchorage ARTCC (ZAN) Update 
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Anchorage ARTCC - Oceanic Performance 
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Anchorage ARTCC - Oceanic Performance 
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Anchorage ARTCC - Oceanic Performance 
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- There is a tentative plan for launches in late May 2017 
and Mid June 2017. There will be a several day launch 
window that will effect a considerable amount of 
northern Pacific airspace for about a 7 hour period 
each day.  

- More details will be provided as they become available. 
 

Anchorage ARTCC (ZAN) Update 

21 October 25 - 27, 2016 Cross Polar Working Group / 22 

Anchorage ARTCC - Space Launch Activities 
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No scheduled (known) high altitude / 
oceanic UAS activities affecting Anchorage 
FIRs 

Anchorage ARTCC - Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) 
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Anchorage ARTCC - Military Exercises 
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Anchorage ARTCC - Military Exercises 

• Large scale military exercises planned for 2017: 
– Northern Edge  dates 28 Apr – 12 May, 2017 
– Red Flag 17-2 dates  09 Jun – 23 Jun, 2017 
– Red Flag 17-3 dates 28 Jul  – 11 Aug, 2017 

 
• Exercises involve 50 plus aircraft and numerous Military Operations 

Areas (MOAs), ATC Assigned Airspaces (ATCAAs), and Restricted 
Areas. 

• Traffic Management Initiatives (TMIs) will be issued to accommodate 
non-participating aircraft.  
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Northern Edge Airspace 
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Anchorage ARTCC - Military Exercises 
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Example Traffic Management Restrictions  
for  

Northern Edge / Red Flag Exercises 
  

1) ALL WESTBOUND FLIGHTS ENTERING THE ANCHORAGE FIR NORTH OF 62N141W MUST BE 
ESTABLISHED ON ONE OF THE FOLLOWING ROUTES: (A) ON OR NORTH OF NCA30 (B) OVER 
OR SOUTH OF ORT.  IF ROUTING VIA ORT, UTILIZE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TRANSITIONS:  

 (1) ORT J124 BGQ NODLE R220  

 (2) ORT J124 BGQ NODLE NICHO R580  

 (3) ORT J124 GKN 6140N151W MCG  

 

2) ALL EASTBOUND FLIGHTS TRANSITING THE ANCHORAGE FIR SHALL FLIGHT PLAN VIA ONE 
OF THE FOLLOWING:  

 (A) ON OR NORTH OF FYU J167 POTAT NCA30  

 (B) OVER OR SOUTH OF ANC J511 GKN J124 ORT  
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Anchorage ARTCC - Military Exercises 
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Anchorage ARTCC - Military Exercises 
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Red Flag TMIs 
  

3) THE FOLLOWING ROUTES ARE NOT AVAILABLE:  

 (A) NCA28, NCA24, NCA19 AND NCA22  

 (B) J167 BETWEEN GKN AND FYU  

 (C) J502/J515 BETWEEN FAI AND ORT  

 (D) V481 BETWEEN BIG AND FYU  

 (E) J507 BETWEEN ORT AND FYU  

 

4) FROM 1700-1800 UTC, 2030-2100 UTC, 2300-0000 UTC AND 0230-0300 UTC WEEKDAYS 
AIRCRAFT LANDING/DEPARTING FAI AND LOW ALTITUDE AIRCRAFT FILED BETWEEN BIG AND 
ORT OR BIG AND GKN WILL BE RESTRICTED AT OR BELOW 17000 MSL.  
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Anchorage ARTCC - Military Exercises 
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Red Flag TMIs 
  

5) FROM 1800-2030 UTC AND 0000-0230 UTC WEEKDAYS, THE FOLLOWING ROUTES ARE NOT 
AVAILABLE:  

 (A) A2, A15 AND B25  

 (B) V444, V481 AND V515  

 (C) T232 AND T226  

 (D) DIRECT ROUTES OVER OR IN THE VICINITY OF BIG.  

 

6) FROM 1800-2030 UTC AND 0000-0230 UTC, IFR ARRIVALS/DEPARTURES TO/FROM ALLEN AAF 
ARE UNAVAILABLE. 
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Anchorage ARTCC - Military Exercises 
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Refer to NOTAMs and 

FAA’s “SUA” website - http://sua.faa.gov  

for updated Special Use Airspace information  

October 25 - 27, 2016 
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Anchorage ARTCC - Traffic Count 
Total Facility 
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Anchorage ARTCC (ZAN) Update 
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Anchorage ARTCC - Traffic Count 
Oceanic 
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Anchorage ARTCC (ZAN) Update 
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Anchorage ARTCC - Traffic Count 
NOPAC* 
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Anchorage ARTCC (ZAN) Update 

* “NOPAC” equals “Oceanic” minus “Cross Polar” 

NEXT 

** Will be +9% if Sep 
thru Dec same as 2015. 
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Anchorage ARTCC - Traffic Count 
Cross Polar and RFE 
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Anchorage ARTCC (ZAN) Update 
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Anchorage ARTCC - Traffic Count 
Cross Polar Distribution 
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Anchorage ARTCC (ZAN) Update 
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Anchorage ARTCC - Traffic Count 
Cross Polar Distribution 
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Anchorage ARTCC (ZAN) Update 
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Anchorage ARTCC - Traffic Count 
RFE Distribution 
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Anchorage ARTCC (ZAN) Update 
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Anchorage ARTCC - Traffic Count 
RFE Distribution 
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Anchorage ARTCC (ZAN) Update 
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** Will be +17.6% if Sep 
thru Dec same as 2015. 
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Anchorage ARTCC - Contact Information 
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