SWIM ITWS Prototype Service
Background:  

As part of the SWIM FY08 activities, the SWIM Program Office has funded development of an ITWS Prototype Service.  The goal is to examine the feasibility of distributing real-time ITWS digital data in an industry-standard data format (XML) using a Service Oriented Architecture (SOA)-compliant Web Services interface. 

The goal of the ITWS Prototype is to deliver ITWS data over the Internet, using Virtual Private Network (VPN) technology. The capability to distribute this data over the Internet is scheduled for September 2008. 

The SWIM Program Office is very interested in feedback from prospective industry users. The lessons learned will be applied to the next phase of SWIM (the design of the operational system). To accomplish this, SWIM is seeking industry users of the ITWS prototype service. 
Planned Products:
I. The SWIM/ITWS Prototype Service will initially offer four products:

1. Microburst

2. Gust Front

3. Configured Alerts (Ribbon Display)

4. Terminal Text

II. When additional products are ready for deployment (as part of SWIM Segment 1 development), they may be made available through the Prototype Service. This would give prototype users an early look at new products as they become available, and would give the SWIM development team valuable feedback on the content and formatting of the products.  

Duration:
The ITWS Prototype Service will run from September 2008 until the entire suite of ITWS Digital Data products is made available as part of the SWIM Segment 1 deployment.  SWIM Segment 1 deployment is   currently scheduled for Q1 2011.
Access:
Access to the ITWS Prototype Service will be via a VPN over the Internet. 
Cost:

Users will be charged a nominal fee by FTI for support of their VPN circuits, and will also be charged a bandwidth usage fee. The SWIM program will waive the fees for approximately three prototype users, for the duration of the prototype, based on the criteria spelled out below.

User Selection Criteria:

The SWIM program is interested in users who will provide feedback on the XML-based digital data products being distributed, and who will attempt to integrate these products in existing automation systems. The feedback and lessons learned generated from these efforts will be very valuable to future SWIM development. Additionally, users who are able to consume the products as they are made available (starting August 2008) will be given priority. The FAA SWIM Program Office will make the final selection of participants.  Your application to participate must be submitted to Ahmad Usmani, the SWIM Program Manager, no later than July 18, 2008 and must include the following information:
1. Name of organization

2. Point of Contact, with email and phone number

3. Intended date to connect to ITWS Prototype Service

4. Description of intended use of ITWS Prototype Service weather products, to include secondary distribution, if any
5. Estimated number of users of these products, both direct and indirect.    Please describe.

Next Steps:
SWIM intends to select participants for this activity by August 1, 2008.   The FAA intends to execute a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with each selected participant that outlines the roles, responsibilities, and agreement of the parties with respect to this prototype.
Additional Benefits:

SWIM will make sample clients available for the ITWS Prototype products; these clients will be generated to match the IT preferences of our data consumers. For example, clients may be distributed that are written in C# (.NET), Java, Perl, C++, etc.  
Application Contact Information:



Ahmad Usmani, 9-ATOW-HQ-SWIM@faa.gov, (202) 267-3797
