
 
 

   
 

 
 

   
 

   
 

 
 

 
   

    
 

    
   

  
 

     
     

 
 

    

  
     

   
   

 
 

   
   

  
 

   
     

   
 

  
 

     
  

 
  


 

 


 


 


 

AERONAUTICAL CHARTING FORUM
 
Charting Group
 

Meeting 16-01 – April 26, 2016
 

RECOMMENDATION DOCUMENT
 

FAA Control #  16-01-325
 

Subject: Priority of Terminal Procedure Amendments 

Background/Discussion: 

FAA is deploying new RNAV SIDs and RNAV STARs at the major airports in the United 
States.  The Metroplex project leverages the capabilities of RNAV systems to gain 
greater efficiencies in the traffic management at these locations. These SIDs and 
STARs often have complex lateral and vertical routing, including multiple altitude and 
speed constraints. While every effort is made during the design stage to mitigate 
potential airspace conflicts or user issues, inevitably usability issues often arise arise 
shortly after the publication of the procedure. 

A recent example is the DYAMD Two RNAV STAR at San Francisco (SFO) (see FIG 1). 
The final altitude constraint on the procedure at ARCHI was amended by NOTAM from 
an “at” 7000’ MSL constraint to an “at” 8000’ MSL constraint: 

KSFO SAN FRANCISCO INTL 

FDC 5/0051 (A1963/15) - STAR SAN FRANCISCO INTL,SAN FRANCISCO, CA. 
DYAMD TWO ARRIVAL (RNAV) CHANGE ALTITUDE RESTRICTION AT ARCHI TO 
READ: 8000. ALL OTHER DATA REMAINS AS PUBLISHED. 02 OCT 13:30 2015 
UNTIL 01 OCT 23:59 2016 ESTIMATED. CREATED: 02 OCT 13:13 2015 

A check of the FAA’s IFP Information Gateway reveals that there no plans to amend or 
update the procedure to reflect the NOTAM, was released as a temporary NOTAM as 
identified by the “ESTIMATED” annotation in the NOTAM text. 

While it remains the responsibility of the pilot-in-command to familiarize themselves with 
all available information prior to a flight, implementing these critical procedural changes 
by NOTAM with a long effective date and without high priority level for the publication of 
a revised procedure increases the likelihood that these critical changes will be missed in 
actual line operations. 

It must be noted that a temporary NOTAM such as the example above will not result in 
revisions to the navigation database.  It remains the responsibility of the pilot to change 
the fix restriction once the procedure is loaded into the RNAV system’s active flight plan 



 
 

  
 

   
    

     
 

  
 

    
   

  
  

 
 

   
 

 
 

   
  

  
  

   
 

Recommendations: 

NBAA recommends that flight procedure development associated with the core US 
airports prioritize changes to terminal arrival and departure procedures (i.e. RNAV SIDs 
and RNAV STARs) through the Regional Airspace & Procedures Teams (RAPT) to 
address amendments to any altitude constraint, speed constraint, or “Top Altitude” that 
is published on the procedure. These changes are critical to the vertical navigation of 
the aircraft when controlled by the RNAV system, and require coding changes in the 
navigation database. 

NBAA recommends that FAA Order 8260.43B be amended to permit the facility issuing 
a NOTAM requiring a change in the aforementioned items be able to request from the 
RAPT priority amendment and publication of these changes on RNAV SIDs and RNAV 
STARs at the earliest opportunity by the assignment of a “Priority 1” designation. 

Comments: This recommendation affects: 

FAA Order 8260.43B Flight Procedures Management Program 

Submitted by:  Richard J. Boll II 
Organization: NBAA 
Phone:  316-655-8856 
FAX: 
E-mail: richard.boll@sbcglobal.net 
Date: 
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______________________________________________________________________ 

INITIAL DISCUSSION – MEETING 16-01: John Kernaghan (NBAA) briefed that the 
SFO DYAMD TWO RNAV STAR final altitude at ARCHI was scheduled to be amended 
to 7000, along with a change to the associated Class B airspace floor. The STAR 
amendment was processed, but the Class B change was not, which put arrivals below 
the floor of the Class B airspace. A temporary NOTAM was issued to amend the 
DYAMD TWO to 8000, but it looks like an 18 month fix. Even though it is the 
responsibility of the pilot-in-command to be familiar with all NOTAMs, this violated the 
224 day NOTAM limit because a temporary NOTAM does not revise the data base or 
the charts. NBAA requests a change to FAA Order 8260.43B, Flight Procedures 
Management Program, to prioritize the timing and importance of related procedure 
development. Bob Lamond (NBAA) added they just heard the Western Service Area, 
Regional Airspace and Procedures Team (RAPT) has stopped meeting due to a backlog 
of scheduled procedure development work with publish dates more than two years out. 
The Metroplex projects seem to always have issues and there needs to be a way to 
affect corrections sooner without using 18 month temporary NOTAMs. Tom Schneider 
(AFS-420) said the T-NOTAM has a 224 day limit, and again spoke of the revision work 
under way with FAA Order 8260.43B. Bennie Hutto (NATCA) said there is ATC 
phraseology to correct issues like this (preferable to NOTAMS), and added the DYAMD 
THREE STAR is scheduled for publication in July 2016 addressing the problem. Bob 
said this is the first NBAA heard of the July publication for the DYAMD THREE. Brian 
Townsend (American Airlines) agreed with Bennie that ATC using phraseology is a quick 
fix, however even though NOTAMs are the legal fix, procedure via NOTAM is not good 
and there needs to be an expedited process in place for these corrections. Lynette 
Jamison (AJR-B1) reminded the group that “estimated” NOTAMs (i.e., “EST” following 
the expiration date of the NOTAM) drop out of system at 224 days (In this case, October 
2). Lev Prichard (APA) asked if a NOTAM will just drop on an important issue like this, 
and Lynette said yes, adding it is the responsibility of the NOTAM originator to monitor 
NOTAMs to determine if it is still needed. Tom said he believed that the NOTAM issuer 
would be notified before it expired and dropped, and Bill Rabek (ATL ARTCC) said they 
are not notified. Lynette said if the NOTAM Manager system is used to issue the 
NOTAM, there will be a three day notification; the ARTCCs do not use this system and 
do not get the notification. Lev said this shows work is needed on the issue. Lynette said 
there is no one person looking at these; no oversight; no specific office is looking at 
STAR NOTAMS with “PERM”; nor are the old “FIT NOTAMS” that are still in the NOTAM 
system being monitored. Valerie asked if these “old NOTAMS” are being cleaned up 
when STAR oversight is turned over to AFS, and Tom said no; these are ATO 
items. Lynette added it should be the responsibility of the issuing authority to ensure 
validity of all the NOTAMS they have issued. The discussion had moved off the original 
topic of the agenda item and the discussion ended. Tom Schneider will take the IOU to 
monitor progress of the Order 8260.43 revision and report back at the next meeting on 
the latest proposed changes. 

Status: AFS-420 will monitor Order 8260.43 revision work under way (by AFS-460) and 
report back. Item open: AFS-420 

MEETING 16-02: Tom Schneider (AFS-420) briefed from slide (used in issue 12-01-299 
also) (VIEW) on proposed changes to Order 8260.43, Flight Procedures and Management 
Program, regarding priority of IFR procedure amendment. Rich Boll (NBAA) asked when 
this Order is anticipated to be published. Tom advised that AFS-460 is the POC, a 



  
 

  
 

        
 

 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 

complete rewrite is underway and a meeting is scheduled for November 1-3. 
Additionally, since this Order is signed by the Administrator, it will take longer than 
normal in the coordination/approval process. 

Status: Track status on progress of Order 8260.43. Item open: AFS-460 
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Federal Aviation 
Administration 


1 


FAA Order 8260.43 
Flight Procedures Management Program  


• A complete rewrite is underway.  (next meeting Nov 1-3) 
• Current Draft includes: 


– RAPT and NAPT names and members will change  
– Executive Oversight/Decision making addition 


– Emphasis on production capacity within the NAS  
– National prioritization of workload 
– Incorporation of Flight Standards memo reference CAT D inclusion where 


approriate 
– Striving to reserve bandwidth to fasttrack minor changes 


  
• Core responsibility: safety of the NAS (maintenance) 
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