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SMS Focus Group Meeting to be Held in Los Angeles 

The AFS-900 SMS Program Office is sponsoring the next SMS Focus Group (SMSFG) meeting 

to be held April 28-30, 2015 in Los Angeles, CA. The 

SMSFG is a SMS Implementation Users Group that pro-

vides a two-way communication mechanism between 

the SMS Program Office and those part 121 certificate 

holders who are implementing SMS to meet regulatory 

requirements or part 135, 141, 142, and 145 certificate 

holders who are implementing SMS through the SMS 

Voluntary Program.  These meetings are planned annual-

ly and provide a forum for knowledge sharing among participants.  The SMSFG meetings have 

proved to be a very effective way for those implementing SMS to share Best Practices and 

Lessons Learned with each other and the FAA SMS Program Office.  

This year’s Focus Group promises to be very informative with a line up of top notch speakers 

from the FAA and industry.  Some of the topics include: 

 
 Safety Management Systems in Flight Standards 
 Mr. John Duncan, Director FAA, Flight Standards Service, AFS-1  

 Economist: Economic Impact Part 5 implementation: 
 Dr. Peter Ivory, Ph.D.,Office of Aviation Policy and Plans, Deputy Manager, Economic Analysis Division.  

 SMS:  Views from the General Counsel’s Office: 
    Mr. Robert Frenzel, Esq., Office of the Chief Counsel, International  Law, Legislation, and Regulations Divsion, 
 Manager, Operations Branch, FAA, AGC-220  

 The Insurance Angle on SMS Implementation: 
    Chris Turnbull, Chapell Smith & Associates Insurance, President and 
     CFO, Aviation Insurance Division, Franklin, Tennessee  

 Best practices using Bow Tie Risk Models in Aviation SMS, (Reports on model workshop develop-
ment): 

 Mr. Bob Dodd, Senior Director for Risk Management, The Aloft Group.  

 RBDM Panel Discussion: (Risk Based Decision Making) 
 Panel Member Representatives from all aspects of 121 Operations—SMS Level 4 Operators . 

 FAA Part 5 Transition: 
 Dr. Don Arendt and Panel Members.   

 WBAT, Updates and Implementation: 
    Ms. Nicky Armour, WBAT Project Lead, UTRS.  

 Breakout sessions are also planned for Part 121 and Part 134/145 to include topics of interest fo-
cused on those groups. 

Back to the newsletter. 

http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/avs/offices/afs/afs900/sms/media/sms_newsletter.pdf�
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