
Instrument Procedures Group 
Meeting 18-02 – October 23, 2018 
RECOMMENDATION DOCUMENT 

FAA Control # 18-02-337 

Subject:  Improve remote altimeter airport notes. 

Background/Discussion:  Currently, notes that have an optional remote altimeter setting usually 
just list the city or airport name. 

Example:  If local altimeter setting not received, use Springfield altimeter setting... 

In many cases, there may be several airports with similar names. There may also be more than 
one city with the same name nearby but located in different states. 

One example of confusion over remote altimeter airport is located on the RNAV (GPS) RWY 7 at 
4M7. The note reads “Use Springfield altimeter setting.” There are two airport in two different 
states nearly in a town named Springfield. The Springfield AWOS is listed on the plate as 
119.725. The closest Springfield airport is 17 NM south at M91, but the AWOS frequency does not 
match. The AWOS matches the Springfield airport at 6I2, 90 NM away. 

Recommendations:  Garmin recommends adding the airport identifier and appropriate frequency 
to the note. This will reduce pilot workload and possibility of confusion when selecting a remote 
altimeter setting. 
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Initial Discussion – Meeting 18-02: Andrew Lewis (Garmin) briefed a new RD issue, with a 
recommendation to add an identifier to procedure notes dictating use of a remote altimeter. 
Andrew mentioned the example of a note specifying use of “Springfield Altimeter” setting; 
however, the note did not uniquely identify which Springfield setting to use even though there are 
multiple Springfield altimeters. Andrew suggested either using the AWOS frequency or ID as a 
means to specify the intended setting. Valerie Watson (AJV-553) indicated she like the idea of 
using the identifier within the procedure note, but cautioned against using a frequency since those 
do change which would in turn require a procedure amendment. John Bordy (Flight Procedures 
and Airspace Group) asked if this would be a workload increase on developers, to which some 
discussion followed. It was determined that developers currently use the identifier now to select an 
AWOS facility to use, but that changes to the automation system may be needed to add the 
identifier to the note intended for charting. John mentioned Order 8260.19 would need to be 
amended to make this change; he will coordinate with Aeronautical Information Services to 
determine impact before drafting a change. 

Action Item:  John Bordy will coordinate with Aeronautical Information Services to determine 
impact, and if feasible, draft the required change within Order 8260.19. 
Status:  Item open. 

mailto:Andrew.Lewis@garmin.com


Meeting 19-01: John Bordy, Flight Procedures and Airspace Group, briefed the issue directly 
from the slide: discussing a summary and current status. A review of Order 8260.19 found that 
there’s already a requirement to include a state identifier whenever confusion could exist when 
there’s more than one city with the same name in close proximity, for example, “When local 
altimeter setting not received, use Springfield, MO altimeter setting…” He also mentioned that 
the altimeter setting frequency on the RNAV (GPS) RWY 7 procedure at Russellville, KY has 
been corrected (although no state identifier was added). In light of the existing Order 8260.19 
requirement, and the corrections made to the frequency on the procedure used in the original 
recommendation, is any change to policy actually really needed? Valerie Watson, AJV-A, stated 
there are stand-alone weather systems that aren’t at airports, and; therefore, may not be 
associated with a city that has an airport. She also mentioned there are cities with multiple 
airports, so using city/state could be ambiguous whereas identifying weather systems with an 
identifier would be a means to identify them uniquely. Rich Boll, NBAA, prefers using the 
location identifiers of the airports of where the systems are located as opposed to cities/states. 
Valerie Watson suggested using the identifiers of the AWOS systems as that would address the 
stand-alone systems as well. John Bordy mentioned these suggestions would require changes to 
processes within AJV-A’s Instrument Flight Procedures Group, so he took an action to obtain 
their feedback. John Bordy indicated he would introduce this item to the IFPP for consideration.  

Action Items: 
• John Bordy will coordinate with AJV-A Instrument Flight Procedures Group to

determine impact.
• John Bordy will brief this at the US-IFPP 19-02.

Status:  Item open. 

Meeting 19-02: John Bordy, FAA Flight Procedures and Airspace Group, briefed the issue 
summary and current status from the slide. The issue is related to the use of city names to 
identify altimeter sources. John added Order 8260.19I language to specify that airport location 
identifiers would be used. Valerie Watson, FAA/AJV-A25, said the AWOS location identifier 
should be in the notes. John will discuss with Valerie to make sure the charting specification and 
Order 8260.19 document requirements are aligned, and will report back at the next meeting. 

Action Items: 
• FAA Flight Procedures and Airspace Group will report on status of issue. 

Status: Item open. 

Meeting 20-02: Jeff Rawdon, FAA Flight Procedures and Airspace Group (FPAG), briefed the 
issue summary and current status from the slide. These changes did not make it into Order 
8260.19I, but will be slated for an upcoming revision. Valerie Watson, FAA Aeronautical 
Information Services, said no charting specification changes were needed. Dan Wacker, FPAG, 



asked if any Aeronautical Information Manual (AIM) or Instrument Procedures Handbook (IPH) 
changes will be necessary. Doug Dixon, FAA Flight Operations Group (FOG), will check but 
thinks no changes will be necessary in the AIM. Joel Dickinson, FOG, will look at the IPH for 
any necessary changes. They both advised they will work any identified changes.  

Action Items: 
• Flight Procedures and Airspace Group will report on status of issue.
• Doug Dixon and Joel Dickinson, Flight Operations Group, will report on necessity of 

AIM and/or IPH changes, and report status of any revisions. 
Status: Item open. 
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Summary: Introduced by Garmin. Identification of altimeter setting source 
can be ambiguous (e.g., “use Springfield altimeter”). Recommendation is 
to identify source with either a frequency or identifier.


Current Status:  
• Order 8260.19 currently requires inclusion of state identifiers if confusion is 


possible due to more than one city with same name in close proximity. 
• Example procedure AWOS frequency has been corrected, but the state 


identifier of the source (i.e., “TN”) is not documented/charted.


Actions:
• Determine required changes to policies and feasibility. (Bordy)
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Summary: Introduced by Garmin. Identification of altimeter setting source 
can be ambiguous (e.g., “use Springfield altimeter”). Recommendation is 
to identify source with either a frequency or identifier.


Current Status:  
• Draft order 8260.19I will specify use of airport location identifier.
• Charting RD developed.


Actions:
• Introduce to IFPP (Bordy)


18-02-337 Improve Remote Altimeter Notes



Presenter

Presentation Notes

7910.5D.    Last issued Dec 2016.  Revised formatting, updated audience, increased time to prepare minutes from 30 days to 45 days. Updated distribution list, history of ACF, and related publications. 

8260.3C.    8260.3D in external coordination which closes end of this month. Primary change amends ILS final and missed criteria to mimic LPV criteria. Changes include clarification related to decel calculations for STARS,   added requirement to add an altitude restriction to any fix that has a speed restriction.  Revised requirements related to the evaluation of precipitous terrain (for other than approach procedures).  Added exceptions to the 1 SM rule if no parallel taxiway. Added language to support the “Established  on RNP/PBN” concept for simultaneous operations. 

8260.15E.    Last issued February 2007.  No immediate changes planned.

8260.19H.    Issued July 2017.  Increased magnetic variation tolerance for VORs from 3 degrees to 5 degrees.  Removed almost all IFP NOTAM policy since it’s been incorporated into Order 7930.2, Notices to Airmen.  Revised PBN requirements notes to support charting of PBN requirements box.  Next edition draft just starting; estimate publication 9 to 12 months.  

8260.26F.    Change 1 issued May 2017 to correct some dates in the timetable.

8260.32E.    Last issued September 2011.  No changes planned.

8260.42B.    Change 1 issued November 2012.

8260.46F.    Last issued December 2015.  New version should be out for external coordination in 60 days. New version removes all references to ARINC, removes references to turboprop and turbojet, added examples of speed notes to encourage standardization, clarifies Top Altitude requirements, removes requirement to document detailed list of takeoff obstacles from Form 8260-15B for SIDS, and insteads refers to Form 8260-15A for takeoff obstacle information. Adds requirement to always document Takeoff Obstacles on form 8260-15A, even when a graphic ODP exists.    

8260.58A.     Change 1 issued March 2017.  Added A-RNP to all sections to enable development of A-RNP IFPs.  8260.52B being drafted now to add RNP AR departure criteria and to incorporate the content of Order 8260.42B.  Expected publication late 2018.

8260.59.    Issued January 2013.
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18-02-337 Improve Remote Altimeter Airport Notes
• Summary: Introduced by Garmin. Identification of altimeter setting 


source can be ambiguous (e.g., “use Springfield altimeter”). 
Recommendation is to identify source with either a frequency or 
identifier.


• Actions:
– FPAG will report on status


• Current status:
– Change was planned for 8260.19I, did not make it to that version
– Charting specification is not necessary, awaiting 8260.19 adoption before 


implementing
– Internal tracking issue has been added to revise 8260.19 in a later version







