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What Do we Do? 

• Flight Standards Certification 
Team

• A team that focuses on certifications for 
Part 133, 135, 141, 145, and 147 
Applicants. 

• Have Subject Matter Experts (SME) on 
certification to help FSDO’s conduct 
certifications. 

• Centralized Application Review 
Team
• Starting October 1, 2025 
• Intake unit for all applications for all 

FAR parts ex. 125 and 121.  
• Perform review of application to 

ensure applicants are ready to start the 
certification process. 
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Why Cert and Application Review Teams? 

• To provide a more efficient 
and standardized process.
• Looking for ways to streamline the 

certification process. 
• Certifications from beginning to end.

• Ensure Consistency 
• Reduce time

• On Applicant List
• In certification

• Ensure Applicants are ready 
to start the process.
• Does cursory overview to make 

sure the basics are already 
complete. 
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Certification Teams 
Expedited Process

A key feature of the process is the 
“three revisions” policy:

• Applicants are given a total of three opportunities to get 
their entire document submission correct for acceptance or 
approval by the FSCT (during Phases 2 & 3)

• If third submission is unsuccessful, or if applicant fails to 
complete submission of documents in accordance with the 
FSCT Timeline, this may be cause for self withdrawal of the 
application.

Operate with an expedited certification process.

Self withdrawal of the application does not affect 
an applicant’s ability to re-apply at a future date.
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After Certification…

The applicant will work with 
your CHDO on any future 
changes to your certificate or 
authorizations

• The same 5-step process is 
used

• As an active certificate holder, 
you are not put back “in the 
queue” for future changes
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Initiated in June 2023
• 253 Total Applicants

• 44 141 (First Cert Feb. 2024)

• 69 Total Completions
• 8 141

• 50 In Progress
• 5 141

• 55 Voluntary Withdrawal
• 7 141

Note: In 2025 Cert 
Team worked 20 of 

31 (65%) 141 
applicants. 
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Reference: 8900.1, Vol 2, Chap 9, Sec 1 para. 2-1070

Important Note:

 Start out small!

You can always add later

https://drs.faa.gov/browse/excelExternalWindow/DRSDOCID107503868420221205231517.0001
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• Documents say the same thing.

• Syllabus Regulatory requirements are 
met.
• Even if Commercially Produced. 

• Resume’s show the required 
qualifications

• Letter of Intent has all required items

• Don’t rely on “It’s Been Approved before.”
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Excellent resource for 
Part 141 certification…!

Advisory Circular AC 141-1B

Part 141 Resources

https://drs.faa.gov/browse/excelExternalWindow/DRSDOCID131772467420240906190254.0001
https://drs.faa.gov/browse/excelExternalWindow/DRSDOCID131772467420240906190254.0001
https://drs.faa.gov/browse/excelExternalWindow/DRSDOCID131772467420240906190254.0001
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DRS – For regulations, FAA guidance, and more!

http://drs.faa.gov

•  8900.1,Vol.2,Ch9,Sec1    Safety Assurance System: Initial Certification or Renewal of a Part 141 Pilot School

•  8900.1,Vol.2,Ch9,Sec2    Introduction to Part 141 Airworthiness Related Tasks

•  8900.1,Vol.2,Ch9,Sec3    Evaluate Airworthiness Issues of Part 141 Pilot School

•  8900.1,Vol.3,Ch53,Sec1  Introduction to Part 141 Related Tasks

•  8900.1,Vol.3,Ch53,Sec2  Safety Assurance System: Approve Training Course Outlines for a Part 141 Pilot School

•  8900.1,Vol.6,Ch7,Sec1    Safety Assurance System: Conduct Facility Inspection of a Part 141 Pilot School

•  8900.1,Vol.6,Ch7,Sec2    Inspect a Part 141 Pilot School

FAA Guidance – Part 141:

http://drs.faa.gov/
https://drs.faa.gov/browse/excelExternalWindow/DRSDOCID107503868420221205231517.0001
https://drs.faa.gov/browse/excelExternalWindow/DRSDOCID142452430220221205233116.0001
https://drs.faa.gov/browse/excelExternalWindow/DRSDOCID130126041520221205233538.0001
https://drs.faa.gov/browse/excelExternalWindow/DRSDOCID111727616520221221154741.0001
https://drs.faa.gov/browse/excelExternalWindow/DRSDOCID138717940720221221155805.0001
https://drs.faa.gov/browse/excelExternalWindow/DRSDOCID127405720220221202171652.0001
https://drs.faa.gov/browse/excelExternalWindow/DRSDOCID109768157020221202172544.0001
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• Not sending in all required documents per 
FAA Notice N8900.728.

• Resumes do not show appropriate  
instruction given time.

• Letter of Intent has all required items.

• FAA Form 8420-8 not filled out correctly 
or signed. 

• Lack of current contact information. 
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Do not check any of these boxes – they 
are only to request Examining Authority for a 
listed course
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Questions?
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