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Welcome to the Fall 2024!

In this edition of the newsletter, we focus on the transition to LED
approach lighting systems and the use of EFVS for credit in low

visibility takeoffs.

LED Installations

The FAA is replacing incandescent bulbs in approach lighting
systems with LED bulbs. Pilots conducting EFVS operations
using EFVS utilizing IR technology may experience a signifi-
cant reduction in visual advantage when flying approaches to
runways with LED approach lighting systems.

We are developing a couple flight planning tools that should
help pilots identify runway ends with LED lighting.

e The FAA will soon include a general remark in the airport
chart supplement to alert EFVS users to the presence of
LED approach lighting at an airport. Unfortunately this
will only indicate that at least one of the runway ends at
the airport has LEDs installed, but wont identify which
one.

e The Flight Technologies and Procedures Division main-
tains a list of runways ends with LED approach lighting
systems installed. This list is published on the FAA EFVS
web page and updated quarterly.

As the numbers of LED installations increase, EFVS operation-
al credit to begin an approach or to dispatch to the destina-
tion airport may need to be adjusted for IR systems.

Use of EFVS During Takeoff
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Operations Specifications C078 and C079 are used to author-
ize lower than standard takeoff operations. The main method
of authorizing takeoffs in visibilities below RVR 1600 and as
low as RVR 300 is the use of very specific aircraft equipage and
airport infrastructure requirements.

A new provision being added to the OpSpec will allow pilots
to make assessments of takeoff visibility using a EFVS certified
for EFVS operations. For EFVS derived takeoffs, the derived
enhanced visibility must be estimated to be no less than RVR
1600 as viewed through the EFVS of the pilot performing the
takeoff.

The enhanced visibility assessment may be conducted in re-
ported visibilities no lower than RVR 500 when using a system
that meets the requirements of § 91.176(b)(1). Also, there is
no requirement for the runway to have centerline lighting.

The enhanced visibility assessment may be conducted in re-
ported visibilities no lower than RVR 300 when using a system
that meets the requirements of § 91.176(a)(1) and has an
EFVS display for the pilot monitoring as prescribed in § 91.176
(a)(1)(ii)). There is also a requirement for the runway to have
centerline lighting in order to use EFVS for takeoff below RVR
500.

This authorization does not apply to part 91 or 91K operators,
but they should familiarize themselves with these procedures
before applying them.






