
15C.96C1 Reduced Airport Environmental Footprint 
 

Description 

Support sustainable airport development through education and outreach on 
carbon‐neutral airport practices, incorporating climate adaptation and resilience into 
guidance and policy documents, and considering grants that reduce airport impacts 

related to noise, air and water quality, as well as other environmental considerations. 

Special Designations: OSI 

Commentary (June 2015) 

Target 1: Support carbon-neutral airport growth through education and outreach. Prepare a 
final draft list of effective carbon-neutral airport practices for subsequent distribution, 
education, and outreach to airport sponsors.  

On track. Attended the ACI Carbon Accreditation Board meeting and held side 
meetings with staff from the EU, EuroControl, FAA Brussels staff, and ACI. 
Information was integrated into the Airport Planning Manual for the ICAO working 
group. A set of talking points has been developed to facilitate communication about 
FAA's role in facilitating carbon-neutral airport growth. Supporting carbon research is 
on track and a list of carbon-neutral airport practices will be distributed this FY.  

Target 2: Consider internal recommendations on incorporating climate adaptation and 
resilience into ARP guidance and policy documents.  

On track. Coordinating with PM's of various efforts including Terminal Planning, 
Master Plan, and Part 150 ACs. Provided input to the Strategic Sustainability 
Performance Plan. Met with management to refine next steps. 

Target 3: Consider grants for sound insulation programs and other environmental 
sustainability programs. 

On track. In April, we briefed APP-2 on funding levels for sound insulation programs and 
sustainability programs. $117M will be allocated for noise compatibility and $35M will be 
allocated for sustainability (VALE/ZEV grants and energy efficiency grants). Program 
Status:  

• APP-400 is currently working with APP-500 on FY15 noise compatibility grants.  
• For sustainability grants, ARP-2 made final decisions on $22M in FY15 

VALE/ZEV projects in May. We have begun working with sponsors to collect 
and review project technical reports, and execute the grants. Funding for 
energy efficiency grants will be deferred to FY16. The FY15 funding is being 
reallocating to capital development projects. 

 
Commentary (May 2015) 



Target 1: Support carbon-neutral airport growth through education and outreach. Prepare a 
final draft list of effective carbon-neutral airport practices for subsequent distribution, 
education, and outreach to airport sponsors.  

On track. A set of talking points has been developed to facilitate communication 
about roles and responsibilities. The Volpe carbon research is on track. A list of 
carbon-neutral airport practices will be distributed this FY.  

Target 2: Consider internal recommendations on incorporating climate adaptation and 
resilience into ARP guidance and policy documents.  

On track. Coordinating with PM's of various efforts including Terminal Planning, 
Master Plan, and Part 150 ACs. Provided input to the Strategic Sustainability 
Performance Plan. Met with management to refine next steps. 

Target 3: Consider grants for sound insulation programs and other environmental 
sustainability programs. 

On track. In April, we briefed APP-2 on funding levels for sound insulation programs and 
sustainability programs. $117M will be allocated for noise compatibility and $35M will be 
allocated for sustainability (VALE/ZEV grants and energy efficiency grants). Program 
Status:  

• APP-400 is currently working with APP-500 on FY15 noise compatibility grants.  
• For sustainability grants, ARP-2 made final decisions on $22M in FY15 

VALE/ZEV projects in May. We have begun working with sponsors to collect 
and review project technical reports, and execute the grants. Funding for 
energy efficiency grants will be deferred to FY16. The FY15 funding is being 
reallocating to capital development projects. 

Status Table (Qualitative Metric) 
 

Period Actual 
10/2014 Green 
11/2014 Green 
12/2014 Green 
01/2015 Green 
02/2015 Green 
03/2015 Green 
04/2015 Green 
05/2015 Green 
06/2015 Green 

 
 

✓ Indicates that the item is complete.




