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Eastern Service Center 1701 Columbia Avenue 
College Park, Georgia  30337 

October 31, 2024 

Andrew Glen 
Sandia National Labs 
1515 Eubank Boulevard MS0750 
Albuquerque, NM  87123 

Dear Mr. Glen: 

Thank you for informing the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) of your intent to operate 
moored aerostats near Chesapeake Landing, MD. 

The enclosed Certificate of Waiver or Authorization honors your request for a waiver to Title 
14 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Part 101, Subpart B, 101.13(a)(2) and 101.17(b).  Please 
review the Special Provisions in Attachment 1 of the Certificate of Waiver or Authorization.  
To provide for an adequate level of flight safety for air traffic, real-time notification prior to and 
upon termination of operations is required to Potomac Terminal Radar Approach Control as 
specified. 

This Certificate of Waiver or Authorization is only for those regulations specifically identified 
and disposes the FAA’s interest in the matter but should not be construed as superseding or 
invalidating any existing rules or regulations promulgated by any other federal, state, county, or 
municipal government, which may be required for this operation. 

If you have any questions regarding this waiver, please contact the FAA Operations Support 
Group, Eastern Service Center, at 9-ATO-ESA-OSG-AirspaceWaiver@faa.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Stephanie C. Harris  
Acting Manager, Operations Support Group  
Eastern Service Center 

Enclosures 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 

 

CERTIFICATE OF WAIVER OR AUTHORIZATION 
ESA-24015-MB 

ISSUED TO 
Andrew Glen-Sandia National Labs 

ADDRESS 
1515 Eubank Boulevard MS0750 tel:  (505) 328-9409 
Albuquerque, NM  87123 email: ddexhei@sandia.gov 

This certificate is issued for the operations specifically described hereinafter.  No person shall 
conduct any operation pursuant to the authority of this certificate except in accordance with the 
standard and special provisions contained in this certificate, and such other requirements of the 
Federal Aviation Regulations not specifically waived by this certificate. 
OPERATIONS AUTHORIZED 
Operation of two moored aerostats within a 1.2 nautical mile (NM) radius of 39° 17’ 47.8” North, 76° 10’ 
01.3” West, not to exceed 4,921 feet Above Ground Level (AGL) or ~4,961 feet Mean Sea Level (MSL).  
Approximately Baltimore (BAL) VORTAC  083° radial, 24.2 NM. 
LIST OF WAIVED REGULATIONS BY SECTION AND TITLE 
14 CFR Part 101.1, Subpart B, 101.13(a)(2) More than 500 feet above the surface of the earth and 
101.17(b) Lighting and Marking Requirements (see Special Provisions) 

STANDARD PROVISIONS 
 
1. A copy of the application made for this certificate shall be attached and become a part hereof. 
2. This certificate shall be presented for inspection upon the request of any authorized representative of the   

Federal Aviation Administration, or of any State or municipal official charged with the duty of enforcing local 
laws or regulations. 

3. The holder of this certificate shall be responsible for the strict observance of the terms and provisions 
contained herein. 

4. This certificate is nontransferable. 

Note-This Certificate of Authorization permits the holder to comply with restrictions as defined in 
Title 14 Code of Federal Regulation, Part 101, Subpart B- Moored Balloons and Kites.  It does not 
constitute a waiver of any State law or local ordinance. 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
 
See “Special Provisions” attachment letter numbers 1 through 13 inclusive. 
 
This certificate is effective December 16, 2024 through December 31, 2025 and is subject to cancellation at 
any time upon notice by the Administrator or his/her authorized representative. 

                                                                                                                                                
  BY DIRECTION OF THE ADMINISTRATOR  

 
 
 

 Air Traffic Organization/Eastern Service Center  _____________________________________________  
 
 
  Stephanie C. Harris 
 

 October 31, 2024 Acting Manager, Operations Support Group 
 

FAA Form 7711-1 (7-74) 
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CERTIFICATE OF WAIVER OR AUTHORIZATION 
ESA-24015-MB 

ATTACHMENT 1 
 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
 

1. Operator shall contact LEIDOS Flight Service Station at (877) 487-6867, at least 24 hours, 
but not more than 3 days, prior to conducting aerostat operations to request the issuance of a 
Notice to Air Missions (NOTAM).  Provide the following information: 

 
a. Date and time of aerostat operations. 
b. Location: Within a 1.2 NM radius of 39° 17’ 47.8” North, 76° 10’ 01.3” West or the 

Baltimore VORTAC (BAL) 083° Radial at 24.2 NM.  
c. Affected altitudes: Not to exceed 4,921 feet AGL or ~4,961 feet MSL. 

(Site elevation ~40 feet MSL)  
  
2. Five (5) days prior to first operation, advise Potomac Terminal Radar Approach Control 

(PCT) via email at: 9-AEA-PCT530-Events@faa.gov, and the FAA Eastern Service Center, 
Operations Support Group at: 9-ATO-ESA-OSG-AirspaceWaiver@faa.gov.   
 

3. Additionally, certificate holder/operator shall contact PCT at (540) 349-7586, 1 hour prior 
to, again 15 minutes prior to, and upon termination of operations.  (Please add to or change 
these notifications as needed for PCT) 

 
4. Unless otherwise waived or requested marking and lighting (see attachment 2) has been 

approved by the FAA Technical Center, aerostats shall be in compliance with all lighting 
and marking regulations to include FAA Advisory Circular AC-7460-1M, Chapter 12.   
 

5. Lighting shall be functional and activated at all times to ensure conspicuity of the aerostat 
and tether. 
 

6. Periodically, two aerostats may be flown within the 1.2NM radius.  NOTAM shall reflect 
the aerostat at the highest altitude. (Aerostats are separated by ~240 ft.) 
 

7. The aerostat operated at the highest altitude will be equipped with an operable ADS-B out 
transponder with altitude and squawk code 4453.  Under no circumstances shall there be 
more than one ADS-B transponder in operation. The ADS-B transponder in use, shall be 
installed on the aerostat operating at the highest altitude. 
 

8. Balloon operations are only authorized during daytime visual meteorological conditions 
(VMC). For this operation, VMC is defined as operations no closer than 500 feet from the 
base of any cloud and 3 statute miles or greater visibility. 
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9. Certificate holder/operator shall provide the point of contact (POC) name and phone number 
for each day of operations. The POC shall remain on site and available for the duration of 
each operation. The operator is responsible for ensuring reliable communication exists 
between the site and PCT. For this operation the POC will be: 

 
Darielle Dexheimer (505) 328-9409 or designee. 

 
10. The site will be identified as “Sandia Labs – Moored Aerostat.” 

 
11. Certificate holder/operator shall immediately suspend/delay all operations if so directed by 

air traffic or security personnel.  PCT is authorized to restrict/delay/terminate any operation 
at their discretion.  The decision will not be subject to negotiation, compliance will be 
immediate, and continue until the certificate holder/operator is notified otherwise. 

 
12. All personnel directly involved with balloon operations shall be familiar with 14 CFR Part 

101, Subpart B, provisions of the “Certificate of Waiver or Authorization”, and this Special 
Provisions attachment.  The certificate holder/operator will strictly adhere to all regulations, 
except those specifically waived.  All equipment shall be maintained and operated in 
accordance with industry safety guidelines and established criteria. 

 
13. No changes to the Certificate of Waiver or Authorization or Special Provisions may be 

made unless specifically coordinated with, and approved by the FAA Operations Support 
Group, Eastern Service Center, at 9-ATO-ESA-OSG-AirspaceWaiver@faa.gov prior to the 
activity. 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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Primary Aerostat 

DRAFT

ESC Received 9/17/24
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Secondary Aerostat 
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ESC Received 9/17/24
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Moored Aerostats not to exceed 4,921 ft. AGL or ~4,961 ft. MSL 
(Site elevation ~40 ft. MSL) 
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