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Date: February 24, 2023 

To: Kyle Thompson, Western Flight Procedures Team Manager 

From: Traver Farmer, Support Manager, TWDV1-D01 

Subject:  Establishment of Red Rocks Visual/Charted Visual Flight Procedure (CVFP) at KBJC 

The enclosed documentation from Denver Terminal Approach/Departure Control 
(TRACON) provides the information and data required by FAA Order 8260.61 to 
establish a Charted Visual Flight Procedure (CVFP) within our Denver TRACON (D01) 
airspace. Per the order, a CVFP may be developed where Performance Based 
Navigation (PBN) instrument approach procedures do not accommodate operational 
needs. That is the case at Rocky Mountain Metro Airport (KBJC), also known as ‘Metro’. 
D01 provides air traffic services to and from Metro Airport, which has parallel runways, 
that have multiple instrument approach procedures to runways 30L and 30R (typical 
prevailing wind). 

First opened in 1960, KBJC/Metro Airport is situated against the base of the foothills of 
the Rocky Mountains, which historically has resulted in restricted development of runway aligned, 
land-southeast oriented instrument approaches. However, in January 2023, D01 
worked with Western Service Area Flight Procedures Team to develop BJC RNAV (GPS) 
RWY 12L. The approach is a curved track-to-fix (TF) course parallel to the hills, curving 
to a minimal-length 15° offset final segment. During development of the 12L procedure, 
a south-side transition was considered; however due to the alignment of the mountains, 
no usable option was possible. The reason: the ridgeline tapers into, and rapidly 
increases elevations for, an IAF and associated segment on that side. 

Denver TRACON has determined that the number of aircraft operations arriving KBJC 
from the south side of our airspace, combined with other factors, warrant the use of a 
CVFP. D01 has completed initial CVFP development, called “RED ROCKS VISUAL 
RWY 12L/R”. This resulting procedure minimizes fuel use, flight time, track miles flown, 
and environmental impacts; and contains and altitudes compatible with local traffic 
flows and ATC requirements. 
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Administration 

Memorandum 
Date: December 9, 2024 

To:  David Clark, Operations Support Group (OSG)  
Western Flight Procedures Team (WFPT) Manager 
Joseph Bert, OSG National Airspace System (NAS) Analytics & 
Environmental Team Manager 
Allison Quintanilla, OSG WFPT Aeronautical Information Specialist, 
North Team Lead 
Bouna Koundour, OSG WFPT Aeronautical Information Specialist 

From:   Emily Sturnfield, OSG Environmental Protection Specialist 

Subject:   Memo to File for Rocky Mountain Metro Airport (KBJC)  
New Red Rocks Visual RWY 12L/R 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is proposing to establish the new Red Rocks 
Visual Runway (RWY) 12 Left (L)/Right(R) (RDRKS VISUAL RWY 12L/R), a 
conventional charted visual approach procedure, at Rocky Mountain Metro Airport 
(KBJC), Denver, Colorado. The OSG Environmental Protection Specialist provided an 
environmental review of the RDRKS VISUAL RWY 12L/R indicating that there would 
be no extraordinary circumstances or environmental impacts associated with the proposed 
procedure. The environmental review for the proposed procedure was approved in a 
Categorical Exclusion (CATEX) dated July 7, 2024 (July 2024 CATEX).  

On December 6, 2024, WFPT contacted the OSG Environmental Protection Specialist to 
request a review of subsequent changes to the design of the RDRKS VISUAL RWY 
12L/R. The changes from the design approved in July 2024 CATEX are limited to a 
change of 1° for two headings in the procedure instructions, and are highlighted in yellow 
below for reference. The changes are necessary to meet updated criteria. 

Cross RDRKS waypoint (WP) (at the Red Rocks Amphitheater) at 10,000 feet (ft) 
mean sea level (MSL) (approximately [~] 3,300 ft above ground level [AGL]) and 
at 250 knots indicated airspeed (KIAS) or less, then track 331° for ~10.4 nautical 
miles (NM) direct to LEYDN WP (at the HWY 93 & HWY 72 intersection) at 
9,000 ft MSL (~3,000 ft AGL), then track 348° for ~2.8 NM direct QUREE WP 
(at the large mining quarry), then track 003° for ~2.6 NM direct MRSAL WP (at 
the HWY 93 & HWY 170 intersection), then track 101° for ~3.3 NM direct to 
MCASN WP (at McCaslin Blvd, the first street on the west side of Superior, 
Colorado), then track 101° to join the straight-in final approach course to land.  
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These changes were reviewed and determined to be within the study area reviewed in 
the July 2024 CATEX. No other changes are proposed. There would be no change to 
fleet mix, concentration of aircraft, or operational use of the procedure. No areas beyond 
those reviewed in the July 2024 CATEX would be overflown as a result of the changes, 
and there would be no potential to affect Section 4(f) or Section 106 resources. Therefore, 
the changes do not affect the findings of the environmental review as approved in the 
July 2024 CATEX, and no further environmental review is recommended at this time.  




