Chart Supplement Back Matter Changes Resulting from NOTAM Task Force

MEETING 19-02

leff Lamphier, FAA/AJV-A240, presented a briefing on the FAA Airport Mapping Team’s intent to assess
the content found in the Chart Supplement back matter, i.e., Notices and Associated Data sections. Jeff

briefed that this activity was proposed as part of the FAA’s Aeronautical Information/Notices to Airmen
(NOTAM) Modernization initiative. Portions of the initiative that impact the Chart Supplement are: 1.
NOTAMs should only be published on the Federal NOTAM System (FNS); 2. Aeronautical Information
should reside in an authoritative source and not be published by the agency in multiple venues. To
further this initiative, Jeff’s team is examining material published in the back matter of the Chart
Supplement publications, categorizing it and assessing its adherence/non-adherence to the stated
directives. They are also examining the overall purpose of the Chart Supplement and working to ensure
the items published are within the scope of that purpose. Jeff stated that in the future, they will only be
publishing sourced and verified information that is within the scope of the Chart Supplement. He stated
that information published in another FAA product does not also need to be published in the Chart
Supplement. Duplicative and unverified information will be targeted for removal. Jeff stated that the
FAA would like to stand up a workgroup to help determine the categories of data that are within the
scope of the Chart Supplement. He said the process of removal has already begun and a Charting Notice
to announce the data being removed will be published on the Aeronautical Information Services

Charting Notices website.

Rick Mayhew, FAA/AJV-A311, asked if/how the Chart Supplement data can be made searchable. Jeff
replied that currently, many items are submitted and published as print-ready graphics and are thus not
text searchable. With the reformatting effort that is currently underway, they will be searchable in the
future.

John Barry, FAA/AIR-6B1, stated that the Chart Supplement is a single source for pilots to go to for
information and asked how the FAA will ensure that pilots have everything they need in the cockpit if a
lot of that information is going to be removed. Jeff replied that the FAA Air Traffic Organization has
directed that they identify the source for all data and ensure it is only being published in one location.
Users will have to be informed where to find the information they need. Valerie Watson, FAA/AJV-A250,
stressed that the FAA will need to look at every item in the Chart Supplement carefully before deleting it
and that the workgroup can voice the need to retain specific items. She pointed out that many NAS
elements are indeed published in/on numerous products and that in certain cases that is necessary to
sufficiently serve users. There was general audience concern expressed about the potential loss of
valuable information.

John Collins, ForeFlight, asked what the timeframe is for the revised product. Jeff replied that he expects
Charting Notices to begin shortly and continue through June 2020. His team will then begin to rebuild
the revised product.
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George Sempeles, FAA/AOV-110, suggested that some of the information being removed from the Chart
Supplement could appear in US Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP) General Section.

Valerie asked if there is still time to prevent the deletion of information once a charting notice has been
posted. Jeff responded that it is not too late as long as the submitter can show that the need is valid and
a source for the information can be established. Derrick Savage, NGA, asked if the discussions regarding
information to be removed will be open to others for comment. He would like to know what objections

other users might be voicing.

Brian Murphy, FAA/AIV-A350, stated that users can subscribe to the Chart Notices website. He
reassured the audience that there will be time to comment on the removal of information from the
Chart Supplement.
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MEETING 20-02

Jeff Lamphier, FAA/AJV-A240, provided a briefing on the Chart Supplement Modernization effort. Jeff
started by reviewing the objectives of this initiative. The first objective is to ensure that aeronautical
information resides in an authoritative source and is not published by the agency in multiple venues.
The second objective is to align and format all Chart Supplement (CS) volumes to a refined scope and
purpose. A working group was formed to recommend changes to the CS (Slide 3). Jeff briefed a number
of alternate sources pilots can use for aeronautical information (Slides 6-13). Jeff stressed that the
purpose of the Chart Supplement is for essential flight information in support of IFR/VFR Aeronautical

|II

Charting products. The group is grappling to define what “essential” means and who should have the

oversight authority to determine what is essential for the CS.

Jeff then discussed a proposal for the future state of the CS. He pointed out that today much of the
content in the back of the Supplements is unorganized and contains outdated information. His team is
refining a clarification of the scope and purpose for the CS in order to ensure better stewardship of the
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information published. They propose to simplify the back matter from 25 sections to three sections:
Notices, Communications, and Airport Diagrams. Jeff recognized the need for his team to be better
stewards of the aeronautical information to ensure currency. This will involve identifying where the
information belongs and then ensuring the orders and process are in place to govern that information.

Dave Smith, Advanced Aircrew Academy, asked what the target date is for the completion of these
changes. Jeff stated that the short-term goal is to reorganize the existing content. The long-term goal is
to improve the stewardship of the aeronautical information. These changes will likely take years to
accomplish.

Rich Boll, NBAA, asked if the working group is still meeting. Jeff said that the stakeholder working group
meetings have ended. Rich then asked if there is a plan to communicate to pilots the revised locations
for the information that will be removed from the CS. Jeff stated that his office is still looking into that
and he will report back on those plans.

Bruce Williams, BruceAir, stated that most pilots have moved to an electronic format and asked how
these changes could help to improve the electronic format. Jeff stated that one of the long-term goals is
to pull all the data from electronic source with the hope that eventually the users will also have access
to that source. Brian Murphy, FAA/AIV-350, stated that the Aeronautical Common Service through
System Wide Information Management (SWIM) is also currently working on disseminating digital
aeronautical data. These are all part of a larger effort regarding digital data.

Mike Webb, FAA/AFS-420, asked where UAS and Urban Air Mobility information can be found. Jeff
stated that the UAS office continues to resolve how to disseminate that data. He said he would take an

action to try to find an answer for Mike.

John Collins, ForeFlight, stated that he would like to be able to search the graphic data in the CS. Jeff
said he understands that concern and that is still a long-term challenge that needs to be addressed.
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