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AUTOMATED UNICOM EXISTS
• What is it?

– Approved weather for IFR operations  - Altimeter & Visibility
– Wind – Crosswind – Windshear
– Runway – Preferred, conditions favoring
– Traffic - Listen for traffic, pilot’s discretion
– Automatic Radio ‘echo-check’

• How to make it all clear to pilots?

• Presence at a given location?
– Instrument Approach Plates
– Sectionals
– Communications

• How to activate it?
– 3 clicks for WX
– 4 clicks for radio check
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Instrument Approach Procedures

“If local altimeter not received, use AFB altimeter setting and increase all MDA’s by 40 ft”

Altimeter received from …WHOM and …HOW ?



Replace ‘UNICOM’

AUTOMATED UNICOM?
PILOT ACTIVATED UNICOM?
PILOT CONTROLLED UNICOM?
3 Clicks WX      4 Clicks R-Check



Aeronautical Information Manual

Official Guide to Basic Flight Information and ATC 
Procedures

4-1-9. Traffic Advisory Practices at Airports without Operating Control Towers 

a. Airport Operations Without Operating Control Tower

1. There is no substitute for alertness while in the vicinity of an airport. It is essential that pilots be alert and 
look for other traffic and exchange traffic information when approaching or departing an airport without 
an operating control tower. This is of particular importance since other aircraft may not have 
communication capability or, in some cases, pilots may not communicate their presence or intentions 
when operating into or out of such airports. To achieve the greatest degree of safety, it is essential that 
all radio-equipped aircraft transmit/receive on a common frequency identified for the purpose of airport 
advisories. 

2. An airport may have a full or part-time tower or FSS located on the airport, a full or part-time UNICOM station or no aeronautical station at all. 
There are three ways for pilots to communicate their intention and obtain airport/traffic information when operating at an airport that does not 
have an operating tower: by communicating with an FSS, a UNICOM operator, or by making a self-announce broadcast. 

3. Many airports are now providing completely automated weather, 
radio check capability and airport advisory information on an 
automated UNICOM system. These systems offer a variety of 
features, typically selectable by microphone clicks, on the 
UNICOM frequency. Availability of the automated UNICOM will be 
published in the Airport/Facility Directory and approach charts.

Source: http://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/publications/atpubs/aim/Chap4/aim0401.html 



8/26/10 Pilot/Controller Glossary 

PCG-1 PILOT/CONTROLLER GLOSSARY 

AUTOMATED UNICOM- Provides completely 
automated weather, radio check capability and 
airport advisory information on an Automated 
UNICOM system. These systems offer a variety of 
features, typically selectable by microphone clicks, 
on the UNICOM frequency. Availability will be 
published in the Airport/Facility Directory and 
approach charts. 

Source: http://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/publications/atpubs/PCG/pcg.pdf



A reference can be 
found here, …but…



AIRWAYS FACILITY DIRECTORY

Keep digging, it is there…



(A) 122.8 For Automated?



Thank You

Your thoughts, 
ladies and gentlemen?


