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Penalty Matrix for the National Marine 
Sanctuaries Act 

Level of Culpability 
Gravity 
Offense Level 

A 
Unintentional 

B 
Negligent 

C 
Reckless 

D 
Intentional 

I Written warning - 
$1,000 

Written warning - 
$2,000 

$1,000 - $3,000 $2,000 - $4,000 

II $1,000 - $3,000 $2,000 - $4,000 $3,000 - $6,000 $4,000 - $8,000 

III $3,000 - $6,000 $4,000 - $8,000 $6,000 - $12,000 $8,000 - $16,000 

IV $4,000 - $8,000 $6,000 - $12,000 $8,000 - $16,000 $16,000 - $32,000 

V $6,000 - $12,000 $8,000 - $16,000 $16,000 - $32,000 $32,000 - $70,000 

VI $12,000 - $24,000 $24,000 - $48,000 $48,000 - $96,000 $96,000 - statutory 
maximum 

Source: NOAA Policy for Assessment of Penalties and Permit Sanctions – March 16, 2011, page 26 
URL: http://www.gc.noaa.gov/documents/031611_penalty_policy.pdf 

http://www.gc.noaa.gov/documents/031611_penalty_policy.pdf


NOAA 15 CFR Part 922 
Overflight Regulations for the Channel Islands, 
Monterey Bay, Gulf of the Farallones, and the 
Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuaries 
• Federal Register, Vol. 77, No. 17, January 26, 2012 
• URL: 

http://www.gc.noaa.gov/documents/031611_pe
nalty_policy.pdf 

• Amends CFR Part 922 
– Subparts G, H, M and O 

http://www.gc.noaa.gov/documents/031611_penalty_policy.pdf
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