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TAPP WG – Who are we? 

• Chartered through the FAA Aeronautical Charting Forum 
• FAA & Industry Representation 

– NBAA 
– Society of Aircraft Performance and Operations Engineers (SAPOE) 
– Airlines & Aircraft Manufacturers 
– FAA (Operations, Procedures, Aircraft Certification) 

• Objective: 
– Improve understanding of transport airplane performance concepts & 

requirements. 
– Address industry/FAA misconceptions. 
– Integrate airplane performance & NextGen.  
– Improve overall system safety. 
– Level the playing field. 



3 Federal Aviation 
Administration 

2013 Milestones 

• Coordinated with AMA-230 for use of TAPP 
produced training materials for Part 135 
Inspector training 

• All Part 135 Principal Operating Inspectors 
attending OKC training receives TAPP videos 

• TAPP materials also improving OKC Part 25 
Inspector training module 
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2013 Milestones 

• TAPP efforts improving guidance for FAA and 
industry members alike to answer the need 
for improved performance oversight 
identified in long standing major ACF areas of 
concern 

• Coordinated with U.S. Bombardier Part 142 
training centers for the use of TAPP video 
modules in formal training programs 
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2013 Deliverables 

• June 2013 – NBAA hosted Webinar 
Exploring several Aviation Topics of 
Interest 
– Part 25 Take-off Certification 
– Declared Distances 101 
– SAFO 12005 – Clarification of Approach Categories 
– SAFO 06012 – Landing Distance Assessment 
– Runway Excursions – Data and Consequences 

and… 
– FAA Order 8260-3B Changes to Circling Criteria 
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Changes to Circling Criteria 

• Release of Change 21 to FAA Order 
8260.3B “TERPS” 

• Circling radii may have been increased 
to account for turning performance 
due to MDA density altitude and true 
airspeed 
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Circling Specifics  

• Circling Minimum Descent Altitude in 
Obstacle Evaluation Area provides 300 
ft Required Obstacle Clearance 

• Based upon the height of the MDA 
(MSL), the radius of the obstacle 
evaluation area may have expanded by  
over 1 mile (i.e. additional obstacles to 
consider for safe clearance) 
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Typical Obstacle Evaluation Area 
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“Cleared to Circle” 
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Graphical 
Depiction 
NGA 
Products 
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Graphical 
Depiction 
Jeppesen 
Products 
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NGA Graphical Depiction 

Jeppesen Graphical Depiction 
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2013 Deliverables (cont’d) 

• October 2013 – NBAA 2013 Conference 
covered several related Topics of Interest 
– Part 25 Airplane Landing Performance Certification 

vs. Operating Rules 
– Wet and Contaminated Runway Landing Planning  
– Runway Excursions – Data and Consequences 

and… 
– FAA and Industry “roundtable” with NBAA members 
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Summary 

• TAPP Working Group has a long-term 
commitment to address aircraft 
performance planning priorities which are 
long standing ACF Issues 

• Joint FAA and Industry group program will 
ensure thorough treatment of key subjects 

• Outcome will provide a safer, level playing 
field for all Part 91, 91K and 135 operators 
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Questions and Comments? 

• Contact Bruce McGray: 
 Bruce.McGray@FAA.Gov 
 (202) 385-4937 
 

mailto:Bruce.McGray@FAA.Gov
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