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Cold Station Altimeter Settings 

• Item 92-02-110 was closed at ACF 15-02 following the implementation of 
the Cold Temperature Restricted Airport (CTRA) procedure

• Altimeter error due to cold temperature

– Barometric altimeters are inherently susceptible to errors when 
exposed to non-standard temperatures due to their being solely a 
pressure instrument

– Cold air is denser than warm air so the altimeter will indicate a higher 
altitude than the aircraft’s true altitude



Required Obstacle Clearance

• Problem was aircraft losing Required Obstacle Clearance on instrument 
approach procedures when very cold temperatures present
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Current Procedure: Notices to Airmen Publication (NTAP)

• An IAP at risk is listed in the NTAP

– Includes applicable segments requiring altitude correction

– Temperature at which correction is required

• NTAP is issued every 28 days

– Provided only in PDF form – not digital or useful for automation

– AFS-470 reports CTRA list should be updated at least once every year

• NTAP is controlling document

– Pilots must check it every 28 days in case there is a change to the CTRA list

– No other NOTAM for the IAP is issued when there is a change regarding CTRA 



Current Charting

• Snowflake icon in notes box with temperature for first required correction 

• Fahrenheit and Celsius provided 



Pilot Feedback Regarding Charting

• Feedback on CTRA from general aviation pilots, particularly pilots based in northern states, 
is overwhelmingly negative regarding user-friendliness:

– Issues as to the accessibility of information

– Pilots must check the NTAP for changes

• Document not normally referenced

• No subscription to changes available

– Presentation of information is disjointed

• Not all information is on the approach plate or in the Terminal Procedures 
Publication, much is only found in NTAP



Recommendations

• Provide all temperatures 
and applicable segment(s) 
with snowflake icon on IAP

• Remove Fahrenheit; ICAO 
Cold Temperature Error 
Table is only in Celsius 



Other Recommendations

• Make procedure’s Form 8260 controlling for CTRA as it is a chart note

• Issue a NOTAM for that IAP if there is a change in regards to CTRA (until chart is updated)

• Remove CTRA from NTAP – explanation of correction procedure need only be in the AIM


