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Objective

Provide awareness of Recommendation 
Document (RD) for initiative to enhance 
Charting Symbology for Known 
Abandoned Unlit Structures on VFR 
Sectional Charts.
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Known Abandon Unlit Structures
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Why

• The NAS currently has numerous obstacles 
above 200 FT AGL that had previous lighting 
plans that are now abandoned and are no longer 
lit for conspicuity AGL. 

• NOTE: A frequent reason for an obstacle to be unlit is simply that it 
is abandoned due to decommissioning and the proponent no longer 
ensures the obstacle remains lit. 
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Advisory Circular 70/7460-1M Obstruction Marking 
and Lighting
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Chart Users Guide 
Currently in the Chart Users Guide, a VFR sectional chart annotates 
obstacles above 200 FT AGL, but does not indicate if these obstacles 
are lit or unlit unless equipped with a high intensity strobe lighting 
system. 
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Pilot Awareness

Pilots, particularly flying under VFR, are expecting 
to see obstacles, which are lit on sectional charts. 
An unlit obstruction greater than 200 FT AGL in the 
NAS may be a potential Hazard to VFR Navigation if 
pilots are not made properly aware.
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Notice to Air Missions (NOTAMS)

 Issued when there is a lighting outage
 Meant to be temporary
 There are a number of Permanent NOTAMS in 

the FAA system of unlit obstacles
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Proposal

• This submission is to propose a distinction be made on 
VFR sectional charts to annotate  which obstacles are 
Known Abandoned Unlit Structures.

• We recommend the following distinction made in the 
charting annotation to denote which structures are 
Known Abandoned Unlit Structures by adding a “UL” 
symbology next to/below the MSL and AGL height to 
indicate Known Abandoned Unlit Structures
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Known Abandoned 
Unlit Structures (UL)
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Charting of structures under construction
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Questions
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Dismantling
• The FAA does not have the authority to dismantle.
• FAA JO 7400.2 
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• The FAA is the “regulatory” authority in determining a 
tower’s marking and lighting requirements; however, 
the FAA has no “enforcement” authority.

• FCC power to levy fines and penalties for 
noncompliance.

• FCC is notified in process to identify towers that are 
permanently unlit

FCC
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Points of Contact

Matt Leeser Matthew.Leeser@faa.gov
Lead, Aeronautical Studies

Roger Hughes Roger.Hughes@faa.gov
Eastern Section 

Eric Freed Eric.freed@faa.gov
Manager, Obstacle Team
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