
3.
for the lower elevations, to dark brown for the higher elevations.

4. -
nautical Information Manual (AIM) maintains a database of over obstacles 

Specialist is not able to verify the position or elevation of an obstacle, it is marked UC, meaning 

The FAA uses a Digital Obstacle File (DOF) to collect and disseminate data. Because land and obstructions 
frequently change, the source data on obstructions and terrain is occasionally incomplete or not accurate 

-

conducts an investigation.

checked every four years. This review includes checking for any obstruction that has been recently built, 

Sectional Charts and Terminal Area (TACs) typically show man-made obstacles extend-
ing more than 200' Above Ground Level (AGL), or more than 299' AGL in yellow city tint. 
Obstacles may be lit or unlit. Features considered to be hazardous obstacles to low-level 

shown in black with the required elevation data in blue. The elevation of the top of the obstacle 
above Mean Sea Level (MSL) and the height of the structure (AGL) is also indicated (when known or can 
be reliably determined by a Specialist). The AGL height is in parentheses below the MSL elevation. In 
extremely congested areas, the FAA typically omits the AGL values to avoid confusion.

city complexes, only the highest obstacle is represented on the chart using the group obstacle symbol to 
maximize legibility.
           

Obstacles under construction are indicated by placing the letters UC adjacent to the obstacle type.    

Obstacles with high-intensity strobe lighting systems may operate part-time or by proximity 
activation and are shown as follows: 

5. The Maximum Elevation Figure (MEF) represents the highest elevation within a quadrant,  
including terrain and other vertical obstacles (towers, trees, etc.). A quadrant on Sectionals 
is the area bounded by ticked lines dividing each 30 minutes of latitude and each 30 

two digits of the number are not shown.
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Obstacles may be lit or unlit. 


