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Recommendation Document  

 
Subject: Declared Distance Information on Airport Charts 
 
Background/Discussion: Declared distances are frequently used by Airport 
Authorities to comply with FAA requirements for Runway Safety Areas specified 
in AC 150/5300-13, Appendix 14.  
 
A runway’s declared Accelerate-Stop Distance Available (ASDA), Takeoff Run 
Available (TORA) and/or Takeoff Distance Available (TODA) may each be 
shorter than the runway length depicted on an Airport Diagram.  
 
A runway’s declared Landing Distance Available (LDA) may be shorter than the 
length of the surface beyond the Landing Threshold Point.  
 
In order to realize the intended safety benefits of declared distances, the 
information must be readily available to pilots on airport diagrams and in 
databases used by FMS. 
 
Currently, neither airport charts nor ARINC 424 databases consistently make 
available declared runway distance information. Because pilots rely on distances 
presented on airport diagrams and in FMS databases to calculate takeoff and 
landing performances, an absence of declared distance information may cause 
pilots to inadvertently exceed the maximum permitted takeoff and/or landing 
weight, thus nullifying the potential safety benefit of the declared distance. 
 
Recommendations:  

• Airport Diagrams should provide all declared distance information – 
TODA, TORA, ASDA, and LDA – whenever these differ from the total 
runway length.  
 

• When ARINC 424 data are used to calculate takeoff and landing 
performance, those data should include declared ASDA, TODA, TORA 
and LDA. Until pertinent 424 data can be provided by industry, flight crew 
operating guidance for FMS should require manual insertion of the most 
restrictive distance in accordance with the aircraft certification basis and 
operating rules. 

 
Comments: This recommendation affects IACC Charting specifications as well 
as ARINC 424.  

Page 1 of 11 



FAA Control Number 06-01-181 

 
Submitted by: Richard Boll 
Organization: NBAA 
Phone: 202-783-9000 
Fax: 202-331-8364 
E-mail: richjb@onemain.com
Date: March 13, 2006 

Page 2 of 11 

mailto:richjb@onemain.com


FAA Control Number 06-01-181 

Page 3 of 11 



FAA Control Number 06-01-181 

 

Page 4 of 11 



FAA Control Number 06-01-181 

 
  

 

Page 5 of 11 



FAA Control Number 06-01-181 

 

Page 6 of 11 



FAA Control Number 06-01-181 

 

Page 7 of 11 



FAA Control Number 06-01-181 

 

Page 8 of 11 



FAA Control Number 06-01-181 

 
MEETING 06-01:  Mr. Richard Boll, NBAA, submitted this issue and provided the 
following briefing.  Declared distances are frequently used by Airport Authorities to 
comply with FAA requirements for Runway Safety Areas specified in AC 150/5300-13, 
Appendix 14. A runway’s declared Accelerate-Stop Distance Available (ASDA), Takeoff 
Run Available (TORA) and/or Takeoff Distance Available (TODA) may each be shorter 
than the runway length depicted on an Airport Diagram. A runway’s declared Landing 
Distance Available (LDA) may be shorter than the length of the surface beyond the 
Landing Threshold Point. In order to realize the intended safety benefits of declared 
distances, the information must be readily available to pilots on airport diagrams and in 
databases used by FMS.  Currently, neither airport charts nor ARINC 424 databases 
consistently make available declared runway distance information. Because pilots rely 
on distances presented on airport diagrams and in FMS databases to calculate takeoff 
and landing performances, an absence of declared distance information may cause 
pilots to inadvertently exceed the maximum permitted takeoff and/or landing weight, thus 
nullifying the potential safety benefit of the declared distance.  The NBAA recommends 
that Airport Diagrams should provide all declared distance information – TODA, TORA, 
ASDA, and LDA – whenever these differ from the total runway length.  Additionally, 
when ARINC 424 data are used to calculate takeoff and landing performance, those 
data should include declared ASDA, TODA, TORA and LDA. Until pertinent 424 data 
can be provided by industry, flight crew operating guidance for FMS should require 
manual insertion of the most restrictive distance in accordance with the aircraft 
certification basis and operating rules.  Currently the FAA provides declared distance 
information in the A/FD.  The airport diagrams depict any variance in runway length by a 
note; e.g., Rwy 13 ldg 5000’.  Jeppesen provides TORA and LDA information on their 
10-9 pages in the Additional Runway Information section.  Mr. John Moore, NACG, 
inquired if there was a requirement to publish this information from any other group or 
organization.  Mr. Ted Thompson, Jeppesen, commented the TORA, TODA, ASDA, and 
LDA information is provided by the FAA via the NFDD.  Those declared distances 
represent the best the airport can offer.  However, actual performance values of the 
aircraft can be significantly less.  Several years ago the Air Transport Association made 
the same recommendation to Jeppesen.  The consensus of the airlines was that each 
airline had their own dispatchers to compute and provide the distance information to 
flight crews.  Their concern was the possibility of conflicting information.  The distance 
provided by the dispatcher could be different from the information provided on the airport 
diagram.  As a result the issue was dropped.  Mr. Thompson stated that adding this 
information would have a significant impact on chart revisions.  Jeppesen does not 
update their airport chart for physical runway length changes of less than 200’.  If the 
declared distance information was added to the airport chart using 25’ as an update 
trigger there will be numerous revisions.  Mr. Thompson stated that approximately 65% 
of the airports worldwide have no distance information available or the distances are the 
same as the runway length. The remaining 35% have distance information.  Mr. Boll 
expressed the importance of this information to commercial carriers.  Mr. Eric Secretan, 
NACG, stated that the information is available in the A/FD.  The A/FD is a flight 
supplement to be used for flight planning and in flight and supplemental information 
should be published in the A/FD.  Lt. Col. Monique Yates, NGA/OMSF, concurred with 
Mr. Secretan stating that DoD would not publish the information on their airport 
diagrams.  Mr. Secretan reiterated the primary intended use of airport diagram is to 
support ground movement of aircraft.  The group discussed the value of runway slope 
information.  The NACG currently charts runway slope on their airport diagrams when 
the slope is equal to or greater than 0.3%.  However, Jeppesen does not chart slope 
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data.  Mr. Boll stated that it would be of value to have the information charted on the 
Jeppesen charts.  Mr. Boll provided alternative options for ACF consideration:  1) 
Provide complete landing distance information, don’t show partial information; 2) 
Incomplete information currently depicted should be removed; 3) Add a note to the 
airport diagram to read:  Declared distance information available for this airport; see 
A/FD.  Mr. Boll also requested that the terminology currently used for landing distance 
information agree with the terminology in the Pilot Controller Glossary.  Mr. Thompson 
stated that Jeppesen will pursue the issue and will explore the possibilities of a format 
change to their airport charts.  Mr. Moore stated that we need general aviation input and 
additional input from the air carriers, DoD and AFS-200 for the next forum. The Runway 
Declared Distance Information briefing is attached to these minutes.  ACTION:  AOPA, 
Jeppesen, DoD, ALPA and AFS-200. 
 
 
MEETING 06-02: Mr. John Moore, NACG, provided a brief history of the issue.  NBAA 
recommended that airport diagram charts provide all declared distance information 
TORA, TODA, ASDA, and LDA whenever these distances differ from the total runway 
length.  The information that is currently published on the airport diagrams is not 
standardized, nor did it constantly agree with the information published in the A/FD.  
Representatives from AOPA, Jeppesen, DoD, ALPA, and NACG agreed to state their 
position.  Mr. Hal Becker, AOPA, stated the information needs to be standardized; it is a 
safety of flight issue.  AOPA does not object to/with adding the information to the airport 
diagram as long as it does not distract from the chart.  Mr. Eric Sectetan, NACG report 
the NACG position.  Since the information is only partially charted on the airport diagram 
the NACG recommendation is to remove the partial runway landing distance information, 
and replace it with the following note if applicable:  Runway declared information 
available; see Airport/Facility Directory.  Add to the legend the following sentence:  
Runway declared distance information when available, is published in the Runway Data 
section of the A/FD.  The LDA information will be deleted from the airport sketch.  The 
runway length and width information will continue to be shown.  Mr. Mark Ingram, ALPA 
asked if we would consider using an asterisk on the runway value to indicate the 
availability of declared distance information in the A/FD.  Mr. Moore responded that the 
note covers it.  Lt. Col. Monique Yates, NGA/OMSF, asked if pilots normally check the 
A/FD prior to flight.  Mr. Richard Boll, NBAA, responded that commercial pilots generally 
do not check the A/FD.  Mr. Ted Thompson, Jeppesen, reported the Jeppesen position.  
Jeppesen provides some, but not all, declared distance information in the Additional 
Runway Information section of its Airport charts.  Currently, TODA and ASDA 
information is not shown.  Air Carriers in Europe have requested this information and 
Jeppesen is considering the inclusion of all declared distances on the Airport chart.  
However, internal coordination needs to take place before a commitment can be made.  
Mr. Mark Ingram, ALPA, responded that ALPA wants to see the information published on 
a 10-9 page.  Lt. Col. Yates provided the DoD position stating they concur with removing 
the information from the chart.  The information is published in the A/FD and in the IFR 
Supplement.  Military pilots are required to check the information as part of their mission 
planning.  Mr. Boll stated that he has no problem with removing the information from the 
chart.  However, he would like to see some type of annotation on the chart indication 
that declared distance information is available.  Mr. Moore stated that from a government 
perspective, NACG will remove the landing distance information from the airport 
diagrams.  Mr. Thompson agreed to provide prototypes and work directly with NBAA and 
ALPA.  Ms. Valerie Watson, Cartographic Standards, inquired as to the value for adding 
the note to every airport diagram that has landing distance information stating, shouldn’t 

Page 10 of 11 



FAA Control Number 06-01-181 

this be a pilot education issue.  Mr. Secretan responded that the point is how many 
airports have declared distances.  If the majority of airports do not have declared 
distance information then the note is of value.  However, if the majority of the airports do 
have declared distance information the note is of less value. Lt. Col. Yates commented 
that the intended use of an airport diagram is for surface movement.  Adding the note 
will only add to the chart clutter issue.  DoD would nonconcur with the recommendation 
to add the note to military airport diagrams.  Mr. Boll responded that pilots depend upon 
the airport diagram for their performance planning.  Mr. Peter Laroche, NavCanada 
stated the Canada Air Pilot publications provide declared distance information in tabular 
form on the top of their aerodrome charts.  The declared distance information is also 
published in the Canadian Flight Supplement.  Mr. Boll commented that from an NBAA 
standpoint he would prefer that the information be added to the chart.  However, he will 
accept the recommendation to delete the information from the airport diagram.  The 
group discussed the displaced threshold issues and the proper use of LDA terminology.  
Every airport with a displaced threshold will have a published LDA.  Mr. Boll will submit a 
new issue item at the next forum outlining the issue.  Mr. Ingram reminded the group that 
the AIM guidance may need to be expanded.  Mr. Secretan recommended that the issue 
be opened at the AISWG.   ACTION:  Jeppesen, NACG, and NBAA.  
 
MEETING 07-01: Mr. John Moore, NACO, provided a brief history of the issue.  From 
the last meeting, declared distances will not be shown on NACO airport charts, but 
instead will be provided in text form in the A/FD. The IACC was also working 
Requirement Document 649 to delete the publication of LDA and this was now in MPOC 
Staffing.  
Mr. Ted Thompson, Jeppesen, reported that they are moving forward with putting the 
reported distances on the airport diagrams and that they will be working with NBAA, 
ALPA and the airlines to further develop the recommendation as it applies to the 
Jeppesen Airway Manual. Target date for the Working Group to meet at Jeppesen is 
June or July 2007. Mr. Richard Boll, NBAA, confirmed that he is in concurrence with the 
proposal. ALPA’s opinion is that they just want the information readily available and will 
work with Jeppesen to make sure they are getting the information they need. Mr. Boll 
asked whether NACO was still planning on placing a note near the Airport Diagram 
saying check the A/FD for declared distances. The issue is still under discussion within 
the MPOC and at NACO. CLOSED.  
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