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AERONAUTICAL CHARTING MEETING 
Charting Group 

Meeting – April 24 - 25, 2019 
 

RECOMMENDATION DOCUMENT 
 

FAA Control #19-02-337  
 
Subject: Special Notices in Chart Supplement should be searchable as text 
 
 
Background/Discussion:   
 
A pilot was waiting on an IFR flight plan clearance at North Perry airport, KHWO, Florida and 
was told to expect at least a 30 minute delay. The clearance controller suggested that the pilot 
use the VFR Sheridan departure, but he could not find it. He asked me how the departure could 
be found. In the airport entry, there was a Note: See Special Notices – Terminal Area Graphic 
Notice. I suggest to him to look in the Chart Supplement, Special Notices. Even with this, it was 
difficult to go thru all of them, one at a time to locate the one of interest. Part of the reason was 
that the individual special notices were not in the table of contents and the notices were entirely 
graphic, which makes searching on key words in the notice impossible. I would have suggested 
the pilot search on HWO or Sheridan or North Perry or … to locate the entry of interest. With 
computers and the file being a PDF format, there are many ways to locate the information, but 
because the text data was graphic and not searchable or the title of the charts were not included 
in the table of contents. 
 
Recommendations:   
 
All of the graphic special notices should have any text included as “text searchable” or OCR 
used to allow the searching to be accomplished. At a minimum, the title for special graphic 
procedures should be included in the Table of Contents. If the following had been included in 
the TOC and read as Hollywood/North Perry (HWO) –VFR Departure Procedure, 
Sheridan/Shoreline Departure, it would make finding the information much more user friendly. 
Best would be to include an internal PDF hyper-link to go directly to the special graphic notice, 
so where the Airport entry appears, the text “NOTE: See Special Notices—Terminal Area 
Graphic Notice.” would link directly to the relevant note. 
 
Comments:   
 
Submitted by: John Collins 
Organization: ForeFlight LLC 
Phone: 704 576-3561 
E-mail: john@foreflight.com 
Date: April 5, 2019 
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John Collins, ForeFlight, briefed the new topic. John explained that VFR Departure 
Procedures published in the Chart Supplement Special Notices section are not easy to 
find when searching the online version of the Supplement. John recommended several 
actions that might solve this problem. First, he suggested that all graphic notices should 
include text so that they can be searchable by name or location. Second, he 
recommended that the title of the procedure should be included in the Chart 
Supplement Table of Contents. He also suggested that the note in the Airport/Facility 
Directory (A/FD) airport entry alerting users to the presence of a Special Notice be 
hyperlinked to the graphic or notice.  

 
Jeff Lamphier, FAA/AJV-A240, explained that the A/FD section of the Chart Supplement 
is digitally searchable. His department is aware that the inability to digitally search the 
rest of the Chart Supplement hampers users in locating specific entries or items. Jeff 
explained that the graphics are published as submitted from the proponent and do not 
contain text that is searchable. He explained that future revision of the Chart 
Supplement will ensure that the whole Chart Supplement is digitally searchable.   

 
Rich Boll, NBAA, commented that not all airport entries contain a reference to a notice 
or graphic that pertains to the subject airport. He asked if there is a standard for when 
the reference is included and stated that he believes a reference should always be 
published in the airport entry, for both notices and graphics so that users know the 
notices/graphics exist. Jeff replied that there is not currently a requirement for 
references for graphics and agreed that this is a topic that can be brought to the newly 
formed Chart Supplement Workgroup.  

 
There was audience consensus, as well as the proponent’s agreement, that the issues 
raised during the discussion can be handled through the Chart Supplement Workgroup 
and that this proposed enhancement to the Chart Supplement may be closed and 
worked in that arena. 
 
STATUS: CLOSED 
 


