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Subject: Distinction to be made for permanently unlit towers on VFR Sectional Charts to 
enhance pilot awareness. 
 
Background/Discussion: 
 
The NAS currently has numerous obstacles above 200 FT AGL that had previous 
lighting plans that are now abandoned and are no longer lit for conspicuity AGL. A 
frequent reason for an obstacle to be unlit is simply that it is abandoned due to 
decommissioning and the proponent no longer ensures the obstacle remains lit.  
 
Currently in the Chart Users Guide, a VFR sectional chart annotates obstacles above 
200 FT AGL, but does not indicate if these obstacles are lit or unlit unless equipped with 
a high intensity strobe lighting system.  
 

 
 
Pilots, particularly flying under VFR, are expecting to see obstacles, which are lit on 
sectional charts. An unlit obstruction greater than 200 FT AGL in the NAS may be a 
potential Hazard to VFR Navigation if pilots are not made properly aware. 
  
In addition, there are a number of NOTAMS in the FAA system of permanently unlit 
obstacles. A distinct annotation of an unlit obstacle on a sectional chart would reduce the 
number of NOTAMs required to be maintained for these obstacles.  
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Recommendations:   
 
This submission is to propose a distinction be made on VFR sectional charts to annotate  
which obstacles are  permanently unlit. 
 
We recommend the following distinction made in the charting annotation to denote which 
towers are permanently unlit by adding a “UL” symbology next to/below the MSL and 
AGL height to indicate permanently unlit. 
 

 
 
Comments:   
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