07-061 (October 3, 2007) Charting ASOS/AWOS vs. ATIS.  ISSUE:  Current IACC Specs state that if ATIS is available, it will be the only weather frequency published.  Problems arise when the NFPO requests a specific ASOS/AWOS and frequency in the “Additional Flight Data” block of an 8260 form.  The NACO specialist has to determine which takes precedence, the IACC Specs or the 8260 form.
STATUS 10-03-07:  New issue introduced by Jim Seabright.  When the NFPO requests charting of a local ASOS/AWOS when ATIS is available and specifies a frequency in the “Additional Flight Data” block of an 8260 form, it creates a contradiction with IACC specs.  During discussion, the possibility of an IACC Spec change to publish both ASOS/AWOS and ATIS arose.  Tom Schneider asked whether a part-time ATIS automatically reverts to ASOS/AWSOS when the AT facility closes.  If so, there is no reason to seek a Spec change as the ATIS frequency will ensure weather information is available.  If not, then a specification change may be needed.  Greg Pray agreed to take an IOU to research this issue.  The problem is compounded when a frequency specified on the 8260 form changes.  Can NACO make these frequency changes without a procedure amendment?  It was suggested that perhaps data (such as specific frequencies) for which the NFDD is the official source should not be cited on the 8260 forms.  Tom agreed to look at the 8260.19 verbiage to see whether the frequency may be omitted from the note.  OPEN.   

STATUS 01-09-08:  Tom Schneider briefed that he made a revision to Order 8260.19D, paragraph 804b(3), to eliminate the AWOS/ASOS frequency from the 8260-series form.  The revision will be included in Change 1 and read as follows:  “Where the primary altimeter source is obtained from a remote (different airport location) AWOS/ASOS, chart the location: "Chart Flippin AWOS‑3.”  Valerie Watson stated that eliminating the frequency was good.  However, NACO did not need to be told to chart local weather equipment.  IACC specs require charting local weather sources, and when a local ASOS/AWOS is commissioned, the information will be disseminated via NFDD and the NFDD is the source for charting agents - not the procedure 8260-series form.  Greg Pray researched and confirmed that when a part-time ATIS shuts down, the ATIS frequency automatically reverts to ASOS/AWOS.  During discussion of issue 07-063, Tom emphasized that the 8260.19 paragraph 804b(3) refers to a remote ASOS/AWOS and the proposed change will eliminate the frequency; however, the name must be retained as it is a remote source.  If the weather source is local, it will not documented on the 8260-series form.  CLOSED.
