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There has been a request from the field for guidance on production flight test of
balloons. In the absence of any written guidance from the Directorate concerning
production flight test the following is offered.

It has been the industry standard for some time that the FAA approved production flight
test checklist can be accomplished during a hot inflation of the tethered balloon. This
policy is satisfactory and is approved for use for all approved U.S. balloon
manufacturers with a FAA approved production certificate.

If any further clarification is needed, please contact Jon Hannan, Flight Test Pilot at
816-329-4127.
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