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September 7, 2005

The Honorable Marion Blakey
Office of the Administrator
Federal Aviation Administration
800 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D. C. 20591

Dear Administrator Blakey:
Enclosed is a letter fron IR of my hometown of Peoria, which outlines in
great detail concerns that he and his family have about the Mitsubishi MU-2B-20. His

parents died in a plane crash on June 10, 2001, while traveling in this aireraft,

[ would appreciate your review of SRS lctier (o determine whether the
I AA would consider an investigation of safety of the Mijgubishi MU-2B-20

I'hank you for your consideration.
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Pt Ploponadsle Ray 1 aghood,

To e o SR . | winite to you on behall of mvsell and thiee older siblimgs. Our
oo R - |Cnp -l residents of Metamora, [llinoms
Aoedord Conniv) and were killed in a Mitsubishi M1-2B-20 plane erash on June 10, 2001
Pl Stubiade MU 20 model wreraft has a disturbing erash history, and has been rashing
oty w4 e it Tar exceeds like models on the market. Four fatal erashes i 2004 an
lrer Latal crashes i 2005 speak 1o the present importance and senousness of the issue.

Cudin Conpressiien recently formed @ delegation and called upon the FAA o mvestgate the
et and consider grounding the plane. 1 have meluded inforation about the Mitsutishy
VU e Lettet, and §ask you to consider the airerafl’s crash history, the deaths of Hinons
vesrdents and the deadly risks that MU-2 pilots continae 1o undertake. [Uis my hope thal once
cr b reen presented with factual information about this deadly plane, you will feel

et v s wath the Colorado Congressmen and help save lives
M T e orthodontist and had practices in Peori, LaSalle, Canton, Washingion,
Fragccton, Pekin, and Perg (Peorta County, LaSalle County, Woodford County, Bureun County,
ad Tazewell County ). He served on the Central Dlineis Clelf Paletie Board, 4 group ol doctors
sl proyided volunteer care for children with cleff palettes. He also was u land developer and

ped three subdieisions i Germantown Hills, Dlinois: White Oak Lake, Cherry Ridge, and
Ve Larins My mother was a writer who had recently carned her Master of Fine Arts
! wothiie She had st begun o receive mations] attention o her writing, and was being,

Wlisbeet s Liebly respested literary joumals just betore her death. Farher i hey career, she

sosthily column for the Peoria Woman magazine. She served as Presudent ol the Futher

wiey Grde Sehool Board and served on the Peona Notre Dame High School Board. My
tens e esperted and contributing members of their community, and the city of Peoria

et o feet the pmpact of their deaths

Sy Loy wos oot aware of the MU-2's dangerous lastory until after our parents’ deaths. Many

people have been killed recently by the MU-2: the governor of South Dakota, a state senator

(P Sewe Jersey, Coca-Cola executives, the owners of and a rescarch doctor for the Sauthem
difan Tmpernal Valley Cancer Center, experienced carpo pilots, an anmny helicopter

ot deputy <hentl, a Roval Rasanan, a soltwire company entieprencur, several children, arud

e vy athers, iy parents. Now they are tncluded o the 33 dead in the lase 15 fatal

rashies that have occurmed Shiee 2000

e Mitsubisin MU 21 has been crashing wath an alanming and now predictable frequency The

cane al which the origiual fleet of Mitsubishi MU-25 is reducing tsell due 1o major accidents 1s &l
e L grester than any like model on the market today. On the next page you will find

Jetmiled five vear history of fatal Mitsubishi MU-2 air crashes and a table summarizing the

ety rates of sinilar areraft fleet reduchion due to major accidents,

L ppe ) k0
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Fatal Mitsubishi MU-2 Crashes From Years 2000 — 2005
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u tolbw e antormeation was ;_.g.g:hcrcu from the Awcrall Crash Records Office in Geneva,

b Suerica. Burope, and Aostralia

v vrerland and this datia can be casily secessed al L&]‘L""\-\'WWh““ﬂk!‘.’-_@gﬂu
ot oy e MU crashes 1 thie United States, but also erashes that have occurred in Japan,

I he site o

wludes

I'he available wlotmanon, however, is unclear as (o the
o mber of MU2y flying in 2000, While a fatal and major accident ends the usahility of

call iy cther MU-Zs have also heen retired; thus, other sources of tnformation indicate

catimiates show the ME-2 fect reducing two o even thice Lmes as 1ast as

w crpparabile planes Purther, f there were in fact only 500 MU-2s operating in 2000, then

Fodal o ol Major Accidents
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s The MU 2 g vwe dalTerent ways: the “Soliane” {whach hos g stindard haselage) und
whieh Bias teetehid fuselige series. The MU-2H i the inost common mode! and features a
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9 of Fleet Involved in Major Accidents & Crashes
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ciiced B the whove chan e requeney with which the M1 1.2 crashes s Lar worse than

Pl e sarmilar Pam-engare turbo-prop swrcralls

| powath the MU are noi himited 1o the past five year [ 1993, Governor Geotpe
con of Seuth Dakota died in o MU 2B-60 when a blade on the lefl propeller broke off
v ieh cousing the plane to erash. Followmng the National Travel Safety Bureau's [(“NTSB™)
mivestipation of the crash, the Federal Aviation Adminstrution (CFAA™) wsued Ainworthiness
Phreetrves AT L ALY 9 10908 and AD 931201 which ealled tor every ML-2H's propeller
Bttt e rirspecied tor etacks The FAA ook into account 4 simniliar non- Fatnl MU-2B-60 crash
At teesw Y otk where a prapeller blade alse broke oft ond fhght on September 27, 1991
Eoliow g the deaths of CoenCola executives in Malad City, Idaho, on January 15, 1996, the
A pade recommendations regarding seat heaters and the icing system of the plane. [n the

et ol e aral Mitsubishi MUS2 crashes in 1981 alone, the FAA conducted an investigation of

deadhy plane. bur elassihed the outcarne

Uhps Nearch 24 TR w cargo priot is wile, and their two young children all dred when the
trc e of therr Mitsubishi MU-2B-60 broke apart and crashed mid-flight in Jeflersonville,
Cooreid The M5B speculated that that this crash might have been caused when the pilot
wernpied woccover llom engine problems, resulting i an uncontrolled descent Ihe NTSB
o sed that the ML 2 had been involved in many accidents, some of which included
s ealled deseents tor unexplamed reasons. Asa resull, the NTSH imviestigators i 19K 3
vowde the tallowing abservations and recommendations to the FAA

FAA-050915-013
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et 1 snecrl cemification review of Mitsunshi MU-2 mrplanes relative (o the
fuel system, sutopilot, and (light contral systems, flight in known cing
Conditions, engine moperative charactenstics, and handling characteristics dunng IMC
Hnstrment Meteorological Condition] landing approaches; and take the appropridte
vt correct any deficiencies identfied

Hrestiel e 4 letter wrtten by the Honorable Tom Tancreduo of Colorado o Manon Rlakey,
| Hrecton of the FAAL an June 23, 2005, the NTSB's earher findings were cchoed when he
ded weveral MU 2B incidents involved propeller failires, while athers volved whit plots
dhed a6 g loss of pawer” or *loss of torque.” Therefore, it thay very well he that there 15 o

b ore mstdious problem mberent in this aircraft somiething having to do with fuel or

drraption o engines ' Twenty years ago, the NTSB investigators were calling for an

dien into the MUT 20 Sadly, ansseers are yol 1o be piven, sndd countless people have lost

iy e inief un

s aged s supporting divisions are guick o blame prlots for the countless accidents -
i need more training, Mitsubishi claims. But how much training 1s enough training?
Wankar palor an both an army helicopter pilot and an experienced
e pilar with 4.000 wtal Might hours, and he was killed while flying a MU-2. Cargo pilot
G e 2000 MU hours and an additions) 4,500 fight hours i other
rait, and hie lost his Tile while flying a MU-2. Cargo p:lu!_WhC' wis Killed
bale tlyine o MU 2B, had already earmed 6,800 1otal flight hours and was part of an chite group
CEnown s the Clreight dogs ™ Earlier this year in another MU-2B erash, this tiune
bie pilot not only hiad 17,000 1otsl Mght bows, but hie also had reportedly flown in
; dilferent Mitsubishi MU-2B planes since the early 1980s. Extcnsive xpenence

) e did net save these elite pilots, and the unacceplable frequency of crashes will likely

oy

e reddieed by an “MU-2 certificate rtng' or by requiring pilots 10 earn additional uaining
I-"In
e with this indssputable data, Mitsubisht still claims that the MU 2 is u safe planc. In
fadiali t o the deputy peneral manager for the Mitsibishi airerafl product support
i ol Addisan. Texas based Misubisty Heavy Tndustiies of Amenca said, "1 don’t sec any

o whiy the TAA would ever ground the plane.”
lisdory cid the growing st ul crash victims, iowever, rehie Miasubishi's claums of the MU
't v safe airerafl does not have a repeated history of cracking propeller blades. A sale
retalt does not break apart mid - flight. A safe aireraft does not reduce its aircraft fleet at a rate
speater than its comparable models. And finally, a safe aircraft does not crash repeatedly and
ously e and time agam, Investigators, politicians, and victins have been demanding a
Bedotigh investigation into the safety of the Mitsubishi MU-2 for the last 25 vears. This planc is
sade i poses o constant and predictable thireat to users

1
vl

Panily and 1wl be Gappy 1o dssist you and your office inany way that we can. We hope

Ihat you will consider speaking with the Congressmen in Colorado and will consider juining the
Ao the FAA for a proper and unbiased investigation. The families of the victims demand an
solanation for this aircraft’s abysmal crash istory, Pilots must be protected. And most

Pttt v e VICH s must reeeive Justicoe
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aild be happy 1o speak with you at any tme or share with you any additional resources,

v nowleder or information 1 may hive. My e-mail address v+ O 1| 1!y
hone nnber 1s (EENEIENENEE . ool (ree (0 contact me atany time. Thank you again for

el your courage 1o stand up for what is nght, pratect hundreds of MU-2 pilots flymng

Ll DT
sanation for the high frequency of Mitsubishi MU-2B crashes

ol cbemand an ex|

el e e page 606



