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Mr. David Balloff

Assistant Administrator for Government & Industry Affairs
Federal Aviation Administration

800 Independence Ave. SW, Room 1022

Washington, D.C. 20591

Dear Mr. Balloff:

R S

Enclosed please find correspondence from

has concerns regarding the safety of the Mitsubishi MU-2 plane.

| would like 1o be of service to @JMIMR. Pleasc review the enclosed documents and
Thank you for your

reply directly to her at

assistance.

IM)ss

Very truly yours,

jerry’ Mo ron

Jerry Moran
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FAA-051012-p02
September 14, 2005

Katherine N. White
2912 N. Cypress Dr.
Wichita, KS 67226

Honorable Jerry Moran
1 N Main, Suite 525
P.O. Box 1128
Hutchinson, KS 67504

Dear Honorable Jerry Moran,

My name i+ . nd | write o you on behalf of my three younger siblings and
myself. My family and I are requesting your consideration on the safety and airworthiness of a
pgeneral aviation plane: the Mitsubishi MU-2. Its crash frequency and history 1s alarming, and
poscs a genuine concern for many still flying the plane today.

My intcrest in this issue is deeply personal. In June of 2001, my parents, . ol g
A < rc killed in an MU-2 crash.

Four years after my parents’ deaths and in the wake of additional MU-2 crashes in 2004 and
2005, congressmen and senators from Colorado and Massachusetts recently wrote to the Marion
Blakely, the director of the FAA, to investigate the safety of the plane. Additionally, my family
contacted our parents’ Congressional representatives and senators from lilinois, and we are
optimistic that they will be writing the FAA expressing their interest in the investigation. Itis
my (amily’s hope that you will also write the FAA and express concern over the unreasonubly
high frequency of Mitsubishi MU-2B aircrafl crashes.

In National Geographic's 2003 feature on Wichita, the city is hailed to be (he aircraft capital of
the world, Clearly, the vitality of the city is linked to acrospace and the aviation industry. The
City of Wichita builds planes for all areas of the market and is home to the leaders of the
industry. However, the health of the industry is intrinsically linked 1o the safety of the airplanes
that are flying. Thus, we ask you to consider this request 1o call the FAA 1o give a thorough
investigation into the safety of the plane.

My family was not aware of the MU-2"s dangerons history until after our parents’ deaths. Many
people have been killed recently by the MU-2: the governor of South Dakota, a state senalor
from New Jersey, Coca-Cola executives, the OWners of and a research doctor for the Southern
California imperial Valley Cancer Center, experienced cargo pilots, an army helicopter
pilot/deputy sheriff, a Royal Rosarian, a software company entrepreneur, several children, and
among many others, my parents. My father was an orthodontist and a land developer and my
mother was a writer. They both were highly respected members of their community in Peoria,
[llinois. Now they are included in the 33 dead in the last 15 fatal crashes that have occurred
since 2000,

The Mitsubishi MU-2B has been crashing with an alarming and now predictable frequency. The
rate at which the original fleet of Mitsubishi MU-2's is reducing itself due to major accidents is
al a rate far greater than any like-model on the market today. On the next page you will find a
detailed five-year history of fatal Mitsubishi MU-2 air crashes and a table summarizing the

yearly rates of similar aircraft fleet reduction due to major accidents.
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FAA-051012:002 |

FFatal Mitsubishi MU-2 Crashes from years 2000 — 2005

Number
. . a b Crash e
Date Crash Location | of Mitsubishi Model . ! Victims
b= e Circumstances
| Fatalities o . N
Ra HKIS | Englewoud, CO 1 Mitsubishi MU 2B-60 Crashed on approach 10 | R A merican Check
_sa B s = I | - destination airport | Transport) |
S22 HNS | Hhillshoro, OR 4 Mitsubishy MU 2B-25 Engine failure on tske- -
ol Roval

Rosarians of Porthand’s Rose
+ ! N — o Festival)
40141 0H)5 Nigata, Japan ‘ 4 Mitsubishi ML) 2 Information unavailable | Japan Air Self Defense Force

(JASDF) - ' —

: 127102004 | Englewond, CO . 2 Mitsubtshi ML 2B-60 Engine failure un wke- ﬂ

= s — ; ra— off | (American Check Tronsport) |
| 3142004 | Ferndale. MD | Mitsubish MU 2B-40 Crashed un approach o *hpph
destination atrport Aviation Cargo Pilot. Federal

Reserve (Checks)

" W— —— e

V252004 | Pritslield, MA | Mirsubishi MU 2B-35 | Plane expenenced R (02| A
troubles an high altilude | Freight Cargo Service. carmying |
amitd-flight and was screws) |

L e ___ unable to recover —
| 31122004 | Napa, CA 2 Mitsubishi MU 2B-40 Crashed on approach o
destination airport B dog Teddi (Imperial Valley

Cancer Center, Doctor &

' S S S N _Researcher) =
12003 | Belem, Brazil 4 Mitsubishi ML 2B-35 Crashed on approach to | Hennger Taxi Adreo

e - n destination airport - - -
| 152002 | Carobna. Peerto Rico ' 2 Mitsubishi MU 213-35 Crashed while circling [ Maxfly Aviation

destination airport

%3m0l | inhen Head S ] Mitsubishi ML 2B-35 | Crash relaied to ﬁén
mechameal flap my netcopter pilotdeputy

| problems on approach shentfT working for Bankair
1 B - 1o destination airpon Inc.}
o/ HUZ00E | Cerillos, NM 1 Mitsubishi MU 28-20 Crashed on approach

to destination alrport -lOrll'wdonlisl, Land-
Developer, and "Yriter

|
t 512001 The Wondlands, TX% | 2 Mitsubishi MU 2B-40 80 pallon wing-tip 1ank =
| broke ofl minutes afier (local business owners)
1 — - ) take-off 4
1076/2000 | Edeanown, MA 4 Mitsubishi MU 2B-26A | Crashed on approach 1o P and
I destination airpart children (State Senator fiom
= . ] New Jersey)
112000 | Lewiston, 1D | Mitsubishi MU 2B-35 Dual-¢cngme flame-out American Check Transpor
| on approach to

S o p— - destination awrport
11222000 | San Antomg, TX 2 Mitsubishi MU 2B-26A | Engiae failure on take-
i ol Maitra (Floreat- computer

softwarc owacr/entreprencur)
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The following information was gathered from the Aircraft Crash Records Office in Geneva,
Switzerland and this data can be easily accessed at http:/www baaa-acro.com/. The site includes
not only the MU-2 crashes in the United States, but also crashes that have occurred in Japan,
South America, Furope, and Australia. The available information, however, is unclear as tc the
exact number of MU-2s flying in 2000. While a fatal and major accident ends the usability of
the aircrafl, many other MU-2s have also been retired; thus, other sources of information indicate

that only 500 MU-2s were flying in

2000.

These conservative estimates show the MU-2 fieet reducing two or even three times as fast as
other comparable planes. Further, if there were in fact only 500 MU-2s operating in 2000, then
the statistical crash histery is even worse,

l Mitsubishi
Cessna Cessna MU-2 King Swearingen
421 4285 Marguise Beveharni! Merlis
G 200 {1
| o - & Solitaire ‘
Total Number in the Foeet 1909 226 831 2404 Q01
Total Number of Mzjo. Accidents 170 20 135 103 45
Nun.ber of Plases Theooetically 1762 209 713 2325 RO
Operating it. 2000 - N R -
MNumber of Major Accidents in the 23 3 |7 24 t
Last £ Years - N
Number of Major & Fa:l 20 2 15 17 4
Accidents ir. Last 5 Years B - o -
Percentsge of Fleet Involved in 8.91% 8.85% 16.25% 4.28% .95 %
Major Accideni : -
| Percestipe ¢ Flect 1.31% 1.44% 2.30% 1.03% 0.70%
Coashing/Elioaan s p from ~ JN-
lbeos o B -
average Percentage ¥. - Veer 0.24% (.26% 0.43% 0.19% 0.13%
‘Computed using £ 5.5 Yerr ’

Period)

" The Swiss website categorizes the MLU-2 in two ¢ifTerent ways: the “Zclitaire” (which has a standard fuselage) and
e “Marquise”™ (which. hes a stretched fuselage) series. The MU- 8 :s the most common model nnd features a

standard fuseleg:.
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% of Fleet Involved in Major Accidents & Crashes
lﬂlﬁ_;u - —— - —— _./ - B e —
e % of Fleet Crashirlg/EIimmated{ 16.25%
6%
14% = 9% of Fleet in Major Crash /
12%
s 8.91% 8.85%
8%
e 4.99% |
4.28% :
A% t
{ 2.38% i
206 | 1.319 ﬁ 1.03% 0.70% !
- ‘ B v ] , F F
Cessna 421 Cessna 425 iteubishi MU- King Swearingen
2 Beechcraft 200 Merlin

As evidenced by the above chart, the frequency with which the MiJ-2 crashes is far worse than
these similar twin-engine turbo-prop aircrafts.

Problems with the MU-2 are not limited to the past five years. In 1993, Govemor George
Mickelson of South Dakota died in a MU-2B-60 when a blade on the left propeller broke off
mid-flight causing the plane to crash. Following the National Travel Safety Bureau's (“NTSB™)
investigation of the crash, the Federal Aviation Administration (“FAA™) issued Airworthiness
Directives (“AD”) AD 93-09-04 and AD 93-12-01 which called for every MU-2B's propeller
hub to be inspected for cracks. The FAA took into account a similar non-fatal MU-2B-60 crash
in Utica, New York where a propeller blade also broke off mid-flight on September 27, 1991.
Following the deaths of Caca-Cola executives in Malad City, Idaho, on January 15, 1996, the
FAA made recommendations regarding seat heaters and the icing system of the plane. Inthe
midst of ten fatal Mitsubishi MU-2 crashes in the year 1981 alone, the FAA conducted an
investigation of this deadly plane, but classified the outcome

On March 24, 1983, a cargo pilot, his wife, and their two young children all died when their
Mitsubishi MU-2B-60 structurally broke apart and crashed mid-flight in Jeffersonville, Georgia.
[he NTSHB speculated that that this crash might have been caused when the pilot attempted to
recover from engine problems, resulting in an uncontrolled descent. The NTSB recognized that
the MU-2 had been involved in many accidents, some of which included uncontrolled descents
for unexplained reasons. As a result, the NTSB investigators in 1983 made the following
observations and recommendations to the FAA:

L &l1er un h:ha!l'ol— page 4 ol 6
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Conduct a special certification review of Mitsubishi MU-2 airplanes relative to the
engines, fuel system, autopilot, and flight control systems; flight in known icing
conditions; engine inoperative characieristics; and handling characteristics during IMC
[Instrument Meteorological Condition] landing approaches; and take the appropriate
action 1o correct any deficiencies identified.

Interestingly, in Congressman Tom Tancredo’s letter to Marion Blakey, the director of the FAA,
on June 23, 2005, the NTSB’s earlier findings were echoed when he stated “several MU-2B
incidents involved propeller failures, while others involved what pilots described as a ‘loss of
power’ or ‘lass of torque.” Therefore, it may very well be that there is a much more insidious
problem inherent in this aircraft—something having to do with fuel or air flow disruption to
engines.” Twenty years ago, the NTSB investigators were calling for an investigation into the
MU-2. Sadly, answers are yel 1o be given, and countless people have lost their lives during the
mterim.

Mitsubishi and its supporting divisions are quick to blame pilots for the countless accidents —
pilots need more training, Mitsubishi claims. But how much training is enough training?

Bankair pilot Was both an army helicopter pilot and an experienced
cargo pilot with 4,000 total Thght hours, and he was killed while flying a MU-2. Cargo pilot

hﬂcuumulated 2,000 MU-2 hours and an additional 4,500 flight hours in other
aircrafl, and he lost his life while flying a MU-2. Cargo pi]ol—who was killed
while flying a MU-2B, had already earned 6,800 total flight hours and was part of an elite group
of cargo pilots known as the “freight dogs.” Further, the pilot of the MU-2B crash in Hillsboro,
Oregon earlier this year had 17,000 total flight hours and had reportedly flown in three of foar
different Mitsubishi MU-2B planes since the early 1980s. Extensive experience and training did
not save these clite pilots, and the unacceptable frequency of crashes will likely not be reduced
by an “MU-2 certificate rating™ or added required training hours.

Confronted with this indisputable data, Mitsubishi still claims that the MU-2 is a safe plane. In
fact, Ralph Sorrells, the deputy general manager for the Mitsubishi aircraft product support
division of Addison, Texas-based Mitsubishi Heavy Inaustries of America said, '] don’t see any
reason why the FAA would ever ground the plane.”

History, however, and the list of dead comrnunity leaders speak otherwise about the safety of the
Mitsubishi MU-2B. A safc aircraft does not have a repeated history of cracking propeller blades.
A safe aireraft does pot break apan mid-flight. A safe aircraft does not reduce its aircraft fleet al
a rate far greater than its comparable models. And finally, a safe aircraft does not crash
repeatedly and mysteriously time and ime again. Investigators, politicians, and victims have
been demanding a thorough investigation into the safety of the Mitsubishi MU-2 for the last 25
years. This plane is unsafe and poses a constant and predictable threat to users.

My famnily and 1 appreciate your time and consideration and hope that you will consider joining
the present effort and help seek answers on these victims® behalf. We would be happy to speak
with you at any time or share with you any additional resources, knowledge, or information we
may have.

Letter on hehalf ni— page S ol 6
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| would be happy to speak with you at any time or share with you any additional resources,
knowledge, or information ] may have. My e-mail address is and my

telephone number is (NN [ ccl (rce to contact me at any time. Thank you again for
vour time and your courage to stand up for what is right, protect hundreds of MU-2 pilots flying

today, and demand an explanation for the high frequency of Mitsubishi MU-2B crashes.

Sincerely,

Letter on behalf of S — page 6ol 6



