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Dear Mr. Domin: 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) recently published a notice of proposed 
rulemaking (NPRM) for a irworthiness standards fo r normal, utili ty, acrobatic, and 
commuter category airplanes. 

The Notice of Proposed Rulemaking sign ificantly restructures part 23 ofTitle 14 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations ( 14 CFR) by replacing the current prescriptive design 
requirements in part 23 with performance-based standards that maintain the same level of 
safety. The N PRM also adds new certification standards to address general aviation loss 
of control accidents and in flight icing conditions. 

The proposal establishes performance- and risk-based divisions for airplanes with a 
maximum seating capacity of 19 passengers or less and a max imum takeoff we ight of 
19,000 pounds or less. The FAA believes the proposed new regulatory approach will 
help speed the adoption of safety enhancing technologies in type-certificated small 
airplanes whj le reducing the time and cost burdens for the aviation industry and the FAA. 

The FAA requests your assistance in distri buting this information within your agency to 
create an awareness of the rAA's proposal and garner comments, as appropriate. 

The FAA will accept comments after publication in the Federal Register. All comments 
to the NPRM can be sent electronically using the Federal eRulemaking Portal at 
http://www.rcgulations.gov identified by docket number F AA-20 15-1 62 1 and following 
the online instructions. Other methods fo r submitting comments are outlined in the 
NPRM. 

http:http://www.rcgulations.gov


For technical questions concerning the N PRM please contact Lowell Foster at the FAA's 
Small Airplan~ DirectOI'ate in Kansas City, Missouri, via telephone (816) ~29-4\25 orl 
email lowell.foster@ faa.gov. 

Sincerely, 

:0~}
Sarbhpreet Sawhney 
Acting Manager, International Division 
Aircraft Certification Service 


