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JAPAN - SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The manner in which Japan accepts aeronautical products from the United States (U.S.) is governed 
by the Japan-U.S. Bilateral Aviation Safety Agreement (BASA) Implementation Procedures for 
Airworthiness (IPA) which entered into force upon signature on April 27, 2009.  This document 
summarizes the additional special requirements for importation into Japan of Japanese-certificated 
civil aeronautical products exported from the U.S. 

1.1 Procedures for aircraft 

NOTE (1): Type Certificate is not prerequisite for import into in Japan, but once 
the aircraft holds an approved Type Certificate, the requirements and procedures 
for Japanese Airworthiness Certification for individual imported aircraft are 
simplified.  Therefore, JCAB strongly recommends obtaining Japanese Type 
Certificate. 

NOTE (2):  Supplemental Type Certification is not prerequisite in Japan, but once 
the aircraft holds an approved Supplemental Type Certificate, the requirements and 
procedures for Japanese Airworthiness Certification for individual imported aircraft 
are simplified.  Therefore, JCAB strongly recommends obtaining Japanese 
Supplemental Type Certificate. 

In addition to the special conditions and the additional special requirements as 
outlined in section 3.0.2.4 (b) of the IPA, JCAB will require that markings and 
placards installed in passenger cabin shall be presented in Japanese in accordance 
with JCAB Circular 1-008. 

The requirements for obtaining Japanese Airworthiness Certificate of individual 
imported aircraft are specified in the IPA and in Section 2.  An Export Certificate 
of Airworthiness, FAA Form 8130-4, issued in accordance with the requirements of 
Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 21, Subpart L, with 
pertinent materials specified in Section 2 should be furnished with the aircraft to be 
exported to Japan.  The pertinent materials are dependent on whether an aircraft is 
type certificated by Japan or not.  The procedures for Airworthiness Certification 
of individual imported aircraft are outlined as follows: 

(1) For an aircraft of which the model has been type certificated by Japan: 

Japanese Airworthiness Certificate is basically issued on the basis of an 
Export Certificate of Airworthiness and relevant materials specified in 
Section 2 without further inspections and evaluations. 

However, in case that the aircraft has incorporated modifications other than 
JCAB approved type design changes or Supplemental Type Certificates 
(STCs), JCAB will request to examine the subject modification and to 
verify by ground and flight tests that the aircraft is in safe condition.  
Major change in the type design by the holder of Japanese Type Certificate 
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is subject to approval by JCAB prior to Airworthiness Certification. 

(2) For an aircraft of which the model has not been type certificated by Japan: 

Japanese Airworthiness Certificate for individual imported aircraft without 
Japanese Type Certificate is issued on the basis of an Export Certificate of 
Airworthiness and relevant documents with additional inspections and 
evaluations by ground and flight tests of JCAB to verify that the aircraft is 
in safe condition.  A part of the document check can be omitted for the 
type of aircraft, if one has been imported to Japan. 

1.2 Procedures for products other than aircraft 

NOTE (1):  Obtaining TA is not required in Japan. If a manufacturer of engines or 
propellers doesn’t apply for TA, a manufacturer of aircraft shall apply for Type 
Certificate of the aircraft including those engines and propellers to be equipped on 
the aircraft and submit substantiation documents necessary to evaluate those 
engines and propellers. 

NOTE (2):  JCAB has a policy that a manufacturer of emergency equipment must 
obtain TA from JCAB prior to be eligible for installation or equipment on Japanese 
registered aircraft. 

2. REQUIREMENTS FOR INDIVIDUAL IMPORTED AIRCRAFT 

The following material must be furnished with aircraft to be exported to Japan. 

2.1 For an aircraft of which the model has been type certificated by Japan: 

(1) An Export Certificate of Airworthiness 

(2) One copy of JCAB-approved aircraft flight manual and weight and balance 
report applicable to the particular aircraft 

(3) Certified aircraft, engines, and propellers logbooks, or other equivalent 
historical records showing total operation time and time since last overhaul 

(4) Record of all modifications accomplished prior to exporting, mandatory as 
well as non-mandatory, including compliance with applicable Japanese and 
U.S. Airworthiness Directives 

NOTE (1):  Manufacture’s modifications for major type design change 
are subject to approval by JCAB prior to Airworthiness Certification. 

NOTE (2):  After the issuance of U.S. Export Certificate of 
Airworthiness, only the modification for ferry flights covered by FAA 
Form 337 is acceptable. 
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(5) For used aircraft, record of annual inspection or equivalent and record of 
ground and flight test report in addition to above (1) through (4) 

NOTE (1):  JCAB may request additional type design data other than the 
aforementioned material for the issuance of Japanese Airworthiness 
Certificate. 

NOTE (2):  Placards must be provided in Japanese as specified in Type 
Certificate. 

2.2 For an aircraft of which the model has not type certificated by Japan: 

(1) If the aircraft is the first (When in doubt as to whether an aircraft is the 
first of a model, contact JCAB) of a model to be exported to Japan, the 
following materials must be furnished with aircraft (this should include 
aircraft with U.S. Supplemental Type Certificate and being the first of a 
model exported to Japan): 

(a) An Export Certificate of Airworthiness 

(b) One copy of the original Type Certificate of aircraft, engine and 
propeller 

(c) One copy of the current official aircraft, engine, and propeller 
specifications and special conditions and/or exemptions or 
equivalent level of safety included in the certification basis 

(d) Engineering description of the aircraft including general design 
philosophy and required illustrations 

(e) Aircraft, engines, and propellers certification compliance table 
(checklist) based on the selected applicable requirements and 
means of compliance, and indicating that these requirements are 
complied with 

(f) Major equipment list 

(g) Certification test plans and reports (e.g.: evidence of strength of 
primary structure as ascertained by physical tests and/or 
calculation including load analysis report on airframe, and 
electrical load analysis report; evidence of substantiation 
regarding stress level, low cycle fatigue, endurance, icing, 
ingestion and blade containment of engine. (for turbine engine 
only)) 

(h) System Safety Analysis 

(i) One copy of the type flight test report and one copy of production 
ground and flight test report including procedures and tolerances 

NOTE:  The required materials (g) through (i) will be identified 
and notified by JCAB after reviewing of certification compliance 
table.  If a summary of evidence or the report is available, it will 
be acceptable. 

(j) One copy of minutes of the Type Certificate Board Meetings and 
the Issue Papers 
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(k) One copy of the Maintenance Review Board Report and Master 
Minimum Equipment List for aircraft type if applicable. 

(l) One copy of parts catalog, operating manual, instructions for 
continued airworthiness structural repair manual, Airworthiness 
Directives, and service bulletins applying to the aircraft, engines, 
propellers, and major equipment installed on aircraft 

NOTE:  Instructions for continued airworthiness should include 
an annual inspection method specified in 14 CFR part 43, 
appendix D or equivalent. 

(m) One copy of FAA-approved aircraft flight manual, draft Japanese 
aircraft flight manual for JCAB approval 

NOTE (1):  Aircraft flight manual for JCAB approval shall be in 
Japanese except in the case of aircraft expected to be operated by 
air carriers carrying a JCAB-approved airplane operation manual, 
which is prepared by air carriers on board instead of aircraft flight 
manual.  JCAB will approve aircraft flight manual during the 
process of Type Certificate. 

NOTE (2):  Aircraft flight manual for JCAB approval should 
include statement of compliance with noise, fuel venting and 
exhaust emission requirements of CAR Annex 2 and 3 as well as 
description of noise level. 

(n) Weight and balance data 

(o) One copy of the drawing or design document which requires 
placards in Japanese 

NOTE:  A sign on a placard must be written in Japanese. 
However, in the case of an aircraft operated by air carrier, English 
is acceptable for placards other than those pertinent to evacuation, 
safety equipment and their equivalents.  JCAB will examine the 
placards in Japanese in the process of Type Certification. 

(p) Aircraft, engines, and propellers, logbooks, or other equivalent 
historical records showing total time and time since last overhaul 

(q) Record of all modifications accomplished prior to exporting, 
mandatory as well as non-mandatory, including compliance with 
applicable Japanese and U.S. ADs. 

NOTE:  After the issuance of U.S. Export Certificate of 
Airworthiness, only the modification for ferry flights covered by 
FAA Form 337 is acceptable. 

(r) One copy of the report for compliance with noise standard, which 
should contain the following items: 

i. Certified maximum noise levels in accordance with CAR 
Annex 2 

NOTE:  Maximum noise levels measured and/or 
calculated in accordance with CAR Annex 2 should be 
attached. 

ii. Description of noise measuring and analyzing procedures 
including correction methods 
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iii. Statement of any additional modification incorporated for 
the purpose of compliance with the applicable noise 
certification standards 

(s) In case of turbine engine powered aircraft, one copy of the report 
for compliance with fuel venting requirements of CAR Annex 3 

(t) In case of turbine engine powered aircraft, one copy of the report 
of compliance with exhaust emissions requirements, which should 
contain the following items: 

i. Statement indicating compliance with Smoke Number 
and gaseous pollutant requirements in accordance with 
CAR Annex 3 

NOTE:  Emissions indices for nitrogen oxides (NOx) 
and carbon monoxide (CO) measured and/or calculated in 
accordance with CAR Annex 3 should be attached. 

ii. Statement of any additional modifications incorporated 
for the purpose of compliance with the applicable 
emissions certification requirements 

(u) If the aircraft is certificated in the restricted category, the 
following materials shall be furnished with the aircraft in addition 
to above (a) through (t): 

i. A statement by the FAA, describing the manner in which 
the aircraft has been modified from the “standard category” 
configuration to make it suitable for “special purpose” 
operation 

ii. A statement indicating which part of Title 14 CFR, the 
FAA Aircraft Specifications or Type Certificate Data 
Sheet under which the aircraft would have been eligible 
for Type Certificate in the “standard category” except for 
those “special purpose” modifications accomplished by 
the manufacturer and which are approved by the FAA 

NOTE (1):  The manufacturer or exporter will be 
advised by the purchaser on the basis of information 
furnished to the purchaser by JCAB when the aircraft is 
the first of a type or model to be imported into Japan. 

NOTE (2):  All the applicable changes and future issues 
of the above material should be automatically forwarded 
to the Airworthiness Division, Aviation Safety and 
Security Department, Japan Civil Aviation Bureau, 
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism. 

NOTE (3):  JCAB may request additional type design 
data other than the foregoing materials for the issuance of 
Japanese Airworthiness Certificate. 

(2) In case aircraft of the same model has been exported to and certificated in 
Japan, the following materials should be furnished with aircraft: 

(a) An Export Certificate of Airworthiness 

(b) One copy of parts catalog and operating, maintenance, overhaul, 
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and repair manuals applying to the aircraft, engines, propellers, 
and major equipment installed on aircraft 

(c) One copy of FAA-approved aircraft flight manual, draft Japanese 
aircraft flight manual for JCAB approval 

NOTE (1):  Aircraft flight manual for JCAB approval shall be in 
Japanese except in the case of aircraft expected to be operated by 
air carriers carrying a JCAB approved airplane operation manual, 
which is carried on board instead of aircraft flight manual.  JCAB 
will approve aircraft flight manual during the process of Type 
Certification. 

NOTE (2):  Aircraft flight manual for JCAB approval should 
include statement of compliance with noise, fuel venting and 
exhaust emission requirements of CAR Annex 2 and 3 as well as 
description of noise level. 

(d) Weight and balance report applicable to the particular aircraft 

(e) Certification test plans and reports (e.g.: evidence of strength of 
primary structure as ascertained by physical tests and/or 
calculation including load analysis report on airframe, and 
electrical load analysis report; evidence of substantiation 
regarding stress level, low cycle fatigue, endurance, icing, 
ingestion and blade containment of engine (for turbine engine 
only)) 

(f) Certified aircraft, engines, and propellers logbooks, or other 
equivalent historical records showing total operating time and time 
since last overhaul 

(g) Record of all modifications accomplished prior to exporting, 
mandatory as well as non-mandatory 

NOTE:  After the issuance of U.S. Export Certificate of Airworthiness, 
only the modification for ferry flights covered by FAA Form 337 is 
acceptable. 

NOTE:  JCAB may request additional type design data other than the 
aforementioned materials for the issuance of Japanese Airworthiness 
Certificate. 

3. PROCEDURES FOR AIRCRAFT EXPORTED VIA FLYAWAY WITHOUT U.S. 
REGISTRATION 

If the aircraft is to be exported via flyaway to Japan without U.S. registration, the 
manufacturer or exporter should display on the aircraft Japanese nationality and registration 
marks and carry Japanese Certificate of Registration and ferry permit in the aircraft. 

(1) Upon application of the purchaser, JCAB will issue Certificate of Registration and 
ferry permit when the Japanese importer or the U.S. exporter furnishes JCAB the 
following information: 
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(a) Make and model of the aircraft 

(b) Serial number of the aircraft 

(c) Purchaser’s name and address 

(d) U.S. exporter’s name and address 

(e) Document which certifies transfer of ownership of the aircraft together 
with data of transfer 

(f) Document which certifies airworthiness of the aircraft (Export Certificate 
of Airworthiness, FAA Form 8130-4) 

(2) After JCAB receives the aforementioned application and information, Japanese 
Certificate of Registration and ferry permit will be delivered to the applicant.  
After this, the aircraft may be flown from the U.S. to Japan with the JCAB issued 
Certificate of Registration and ferry permit onboard the aircraft. 

(3) After the issuance of U.S. Export Certificate of Airworthiness, only the 
modification for ferry flights covered by FAA Form 337 is acceptable. 

4. PROCEDURES FOR PRODUCTS WHICH DO NOT MEET SPECIAL 
REQUIREMENTS OF JAPAN 

If a product which does not meet special requirements for Airworthiness Certification of 
Japan, specified in Section 2, is intended to be exported, a JCAB statement of waiving a 
certain requirement applied and validating the Export Certificate of Airworthiness is 
required.  All exceptions covered by the statement will be listed in the Export Certificate of 
Airworthiness.  In such case, a copy of a written acceptance from JCAB, which is required 
before the issuance of the Export Certificate of Airworthiness, should be attached. 
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