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AFFECTED PARTS

Various aircraft components.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this notification is to advise all aircraft owners, operators, manufacturers, maintenance organizations, and parts suppliers and distributors regarding parts that were improperly cadmium-plated, brush- or stylus-plated, shot-peened, stress-relieved, passivation-processed, and nondestructive-tested.

BACKGROUND

Information received during a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) required inspection surveillance revealed that from August 1999 until August 2006, Schoeben and Schoeben, Inc., d/b/a Metal Tech, located at 14792 172nd Drive, SE, Monroe, WA 98272, improperly maintained various aircraft components.  Discrepancies noted in Metal Tech’s practices included:

· Allowing unqualified personnel to perform maintenance.

· Failing to properly maintain equipment.

· Failing to use the most current technical documentation and process specifications.

Metal Tech, which formerly held Air Agency Certificate No. M4XR803N, failed to perform the special process maintenance in accordance with their capabilities list, as approved by their operation specifications. 

A list of aviation components that were approved for return to service by Metal Tech can be viewed online.  
RECOMMENDATIONS

Regulations require that type-certificated products conform to their type design and be properly maintained using current data, required equipment, and appropriately trained personnel.  Aircraft owners, operators, manufacturers, maintenance organizations, and parts suppliers and distributors should inspect their aircraft and/or parts inventory for any components that were either approved for return to service or subcontracted by Metal Tech.  
FURTHER INFORMATION 

Further information concerning this investigation, and guidance regarding the above-referenced components, can be obtained from the FAA Flight Standards District Office (FSDO) given below.  The FAA would appreciate any information concerning the discovery of the referenced components from any source, the means used to identify the source, and the actions taken to remove the components from aircraft and/or stock.
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