
FAA Regional Commissioner Barry Cooper 
Federal Aviation Administration. Great Lakes Region 
O'Hare Lake Office Center 
2300 E. Devon Ave. 
Des Platnes,IL 60018 

July 15 ,2014 

Dear Comrmssioner Cooper, 

In 2003. my partner and I purchased a bungalow in the North Par)... neighborhood of Chicago. It is a beautiful area with 
tree-lined streets,two universities and a community filled with many long-time residents. In the last ten years. we have 
made improvements to the house and created a litt.le sanctuary for ourselves in our backyard, which includes a deck and 
heauti fu l g'ardcn. 

When we bought our house in the city, we expected a certain amount of noise •• it· sa big city after all. fl ut then the 
O' llare expans1on project came along. 

Aecause of an ill-advised decision (and a few deceptive practices by the t=AA),tens of thousands of citizens on the 
north side of Chicago have been unexpectedly subjected to non-stop noise •• one low-Oying wrplane after another. 
often overlapping due to parallel runways-- for hours at a time. To maJ...e matters worse. the noise appears at its peak 
dunng the mom1ng hours, when residents want to sit outside \vflh a cup of coffee and pastry and read the newspaper, 
and in the even1ng, when families want to barbecue and enjoy the outdoors. 

North Park used to be one of the quieter neighborhoods in Chicago. We don't ha\ie a lot of industry nor large 
busmesses nearby. That is why we decided to settle there. Due to the increased airplane no1se and pollution, we have 
real concerns that the value of our home has decreased immensely. I know I don't want to live here any more ...why 
would someone else? 

We DO NOT \\ant increased msulation or new windows for our home. 'I hat's not a soluuon. Our bungalow is already 
well built and JUSt about as insulated from outside noi~ as you can get What we DO WANT ts to be able to enjoy the 
outdoors once aga1n, like we did when we moved in. without the constant drone of plane) Oymg overhead. And withoul 
the constant worry of pollution affecting our health. 

And so I am asking, that the FAA, the city and the airport take a look at the runway situation once again and make the 
flight pallems pass over every pan of the city equally so that no neighborhood must unfairly bear the brunt of all the 
noise und all the pollution. 

The only other option I would consider is that the city or FAA purchase my home for the full price I paid for it so that I 
may move to a quieter area, like the one I settled in originally. 

I would think that the c11y of Chicago and the FAA would want to nip this problem in the bud before the eventual class­
action lawsuit has begun . No one should have to put up with this. Again, we do not wish for all the noise to be sent to 
another neighborhood, but rather that everyone in the city share fa1rty in the noise that an airport in a big city is likely 
to cause. 

I thank you foq our consideration. 

Yours truly, 

CC: Mayor of Chicago Rahm Emanuel Representative :vt1kc Quigley 
FAA Commissioner Michael Huerta Chicago Sun Times l:.dttorial 
Aldennan Margaret Laurino Chicago Tribune Editonal 


