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September 30, 2009

Federal Aviation Administration
800 Independence Avenue, SW, Room 1022
Washington, DC 20591

Dear Ms. Walsh:

Please find enclosed a letter from
constituent who has written to me to express concerns regarding noise

and flight approaches at O'Hare Internaticnal Airport.
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I would appreciate whatever assistance you can provide to answer

these concerns.

Please respond directly to

and forward

a copy of your response to Trevor Reuschel in my Washington, D.C.,

office.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

RID/ty

Singerely.

cee

Richard J. Durbin
United States Senator
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Senator Durbin, I have written you previously regarding the airport noise at 0'Hare
since they opened runway 9L/27R last November. I am regquesting an update from you
on what you are doing, in general, to represent your constituents, specifically
those in Park Ridge who are affected by this to the point that we are considering 1

moving.,

I am also asking your assistance in a very particular aspect of this airport issue.
we need your assistance in ho1dinﬁ_the FAA accountable for_explaining_the flight
tracks it uses ugop approach to this new runway (i.e. the lanes the planes use to
land) and need their commitment to look at alternate solutions. I have requested
this of the regional FAA director Barry cooper recently, and in the past, but
receive no meaningful response other than "we are following the guidelines."”

In brief, the new runway is approached (east to west) bg planes in multiple flight
tracks -- in essence strafing an entire mile long neighborhood with a stream of up
to 6 tracks of arriving planes. The 6 tracks u1t1mate1¥ converge to one runway no
more than 3 miles west of our neighborhood to land at 0'Hare. I have yet to receive
an¥ explanation for why, for example, the arrivals could not be gn one track, single
file in essence, as the Rlanes‘cross our airspace to prepare to land. This would
lessen the exposure of the entire neighborhood, and an added benefit could be that
the location of that single track is moved every day to minimize the disruption 1in
this one mile stretch. Moving the track even half a block would provide relief to
homeowners who, 1ike me, see the E1anes fly directly over my house. what the FAA
and City of chicago have done with these arrival patterns is expose a wide swath of
Park Ridge to these multiple track arrivals (again, all cominﬁ into one runway 3
miles later). The community would be much better served if the FAA would consider
altering its arrival track to allow for single file arrival at its 20 mile threshold
as_opposed to having the arriving planes lock in to their multiple tracks at 20
miles, only to converge to the same runway at landing.

I have written Congresswoman Schakowsky on the same topic, and as the senior senator
from ¥11inois am strongly urg1ng you to ook into this at the rFederal level. an
entire community's quality of 1ife has been severely impacted. Getting the FAA to
consider arrival alternatives will minimize the adverse impacts all of us are

feeling.

Regards,
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