
Mr. Ray laHood 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.s. Department of TransportatIon 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
WashIngton, DC 20590 

Dear Mr. LaHood, 

January 10,2012 

As a resIdant of Park Ridge, nUno's and a dtlzen of the Unfted States, I am wrIting to ask you to support the Parl: Ridge O'Hare 
AIrport Ccmmlsslon's (PROAC) endeavor to seaH'e from tha FAA a supplemental environmental lmpod study (SEIS) for tha city of 
Parfc Ridge. The e~panslon of O'Hare Airport (commenly called the OMP, O'Hare ModernizatIon Plan) hos had a detrfmental 
effect on tf!a quoDty of /ffe in Park RIdge and we need your rnterventfon with the FAA fn order to prove thIs. 

Federal ogendes ore requIred ~ produce 0 supplemental EIS whenever substantfaf dlanges are made to 0 protect or when 
slgntflccmt new Information regarding environmental ccncerns Is presented relatfve to that proJect. tnformatton contalned wlthln 
the Chicago Oepartmerrt of Avfoflon (COA) reports about the O'Hare expansion .S cause for cono&m and shoufd be comkJered 
when a request for a supplemental as Is mode. For example, reports show ths number of datly average nolse events created by 
this aJr traffic, Is 85 decibels or greater. Standard threshold for aIrport nofse was set at 65 dec1bels usIng a day/nlght 
overog(ng formula over a 24 hour period (web.mft.edu). Meny scfentfsts recommend levels of less than 55 decibels as being the 
better standard for overall heahb. The FAA even has supported this cxmclusfon,yet will not move forward with en SBS for Parf< 
RIdge. They have fha power to order 0 supplemental EIS If they believe It will allay the concerns of the community that noise and 
orr quality tevels are not worse than what was antldpated In tha current EIS. ThIs Is a dlscretfonary action on tna part of me FAA. 
There's Qlrrent indIsputable rnforrnatton Indicating that noise and atr quality levels ore well beyond levels reported fn the QJrrent 
EIS. 

The facts of the effects of olrport growth en resTdentlo1 communities cannot ccntfnue to be Ignored. To gJve you a little htstory I In 
November of 2008 the first new runway In 40 years opened ot O'Hare, directly over Belle PlaIns Avenue, one of our marn 
resfdential street$, sendIng as many as 400 flights daJly over homes on Berre PlaIne. Thfs more 1hon doubles what the community 
has hIstorIcally experfenesd. The homes, sdlools and places of worshIp of some 6,000 resIdents have been put In danger. Can 
you fmaglne this' To go from a quiet neIghborhood to a pface where, on some days, there are flights as loud or louder than a 
lawn mower occurring eYery 45 seconds for hours on end. My mom perscnally counted approJdmately 400 planes ovarf1ead one 
day tn a twelve hour period. AIr and norse poIlutfon have f"creased, safety rs a huge ccnoem (fmaglne If It were your 
grandchildren playing ball en ens of those othlettc frelds, or your daughter tryrng to raIse her kIds In the ~uafnt communfty 
but who can no longer use their bade yard Tn peace); sleep Is berng dl$l'upted, property valws hove plummeted, and the quality 
of life has decreased consfderably.ln additIon, a cargo facUlty Is being built on the north slde of the airport wfttd! w111 brIng the 
loudest pIones dlrectfy over our homes rn 1he middle of the n1ght. Park RIdge {s fore<:asted to receive up to 250% more fllght 
actfvfty when O'Hare expansion Is completes over 1,000 flights dany throughout the day and nIght. (Pork Rfdge O'Hare·Alrport 
Commtssfon AJdermanJc Update Report, August 15, 201 1) 

We nsed relIef, and I believe that starts with demanding by 'OW thot a supplemental Envrronmenta' fmpact S1udy be conducted. 
Mcny residen1s express a sense of helplessness and believe nothlng can be done to fIght the government. I refuse to give up; , 
know that you as an elected official, core about your constItuents. The World HecHIh OrganJzotlon defln&s the effeds of aIrport 
nolse on edualtfcn to rndvde lmpod$ on reading test SQ)I'GS, learned halplessness relative to mothrotfon, delays Tn language acquIsitfon 
and memory defldts. (Health Effects of Aviation Noise, UC Symposium on Avlo1lon Noise and AIr Quality, March 2007, Hams Mmar 
MIller & Henson - (www.hmmh.com). To put that In perspective, we are faUdng about ovr future leaders beIng affected durfng thalr 
developmental years here. 

I t=pe that you hove gamed by my letter, a better understandfng of the slgnlflcant Issues caused by unmhrgoted aIrport 
expansIon. As a federally elected offfdal, It ls Incumbent upon you to support our communlty's c:onc:ems. Thank you for your tfme 
and for consIdering our plIght In Park RIdge, UUnofs. 

Srncerely, 

http://web.mit.edu/

