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APPENDIX M 
HISTORIC, ARCHITECTURAL, 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL, AND CULTURAL 
RESOURCES 

This appendix provides the technical documents that describe the goals, objectives, and results 
of the historic, architectural, archaeological and cultural analysis.  

Consultation was initiated early in the process with the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
(IHPA) and official comment letters are attached.  Where noted, some of the technical 
documents are still under review by IHPA.  Due to the size of various attachments to technical 
documents in this Appendix, such as photos and other documentation, copies of these materials 
are available as reference documents to the EIS on the FAA’s website www.agl.faa.gov/OMP/.  
In addition, the seven Draft Determinations of Eligibility (DOE) (St. Johannes Cemetery, Rest 
Haven Cemetery, Gas Service Station, Green Street School, Geodesic Dome, Schwerdtfeger 
Farmstead, and the On-Airport Structures) are available as reference documents to this EIS.  The 
correspondence with IHPA related to these DOEs is included in this Appendix. 

This appendix is organized in the following four sections: 

• M.1  On Airport Direct and Indirect Impact Areas  

• M.2  Off-Airport Direct Impact Areas  

• M.3  Off-Airport Indirect Impact Areas 

• M.4  Native American Notification  

• Attachments M-1 through M-11  as follows: 

o Attachment M-1:  Determination of Eligibility Correspondence, page  M-6 

o Attachment M-2:  11/5/2004 Letter to IHPA from FAA, 11/23/2004 Letter to FAA 
from IHPA regarding Archaeological Survey Work, page  
M-101   

o Attachment M-3:   DRAFT Results of a Phase I Standing Structure, Building 
and Object Investigation of the NW Parcel of the OMP-EIS, 
page M-104 

o Attachment M-4:  5/16/2003 IHPA Comment Letter on Phase I Standing 
Structure Report for the Northwest Parcel, page M-123 

o Attachment M-5:   DRAFT Results of a Phase I Standing Structure, Building 
and Object Investigation of the Southwest Parcel of the 
OMP-EIS, page M-125 

o Attachment M-6: 9/20/2004 IHPA Comment Letter on the Phase I Standing 
Structure Report for the Southwest Parcel, page M-152 
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o Attachment M-7: DRAFT Prehistoric and Historic Archaeological Predictive 
Model of the Northwest Parcel of the OMP-EIS, page M-154 

o Attachment M-8:  DRAFT Prehistoric and Historic Archaeological Predictive 
Model of the Southwest Parcel of the OMP-EIS, page M-176 

o Attachment M-9:  11/5/04 IHPA Response Letter to Northwest and Southwest 
Historic Archaeological Predictive Models, page M-205 

o Attachment M-10: Draft 4(f) Properties of National, state and Local Historic 
Interest within the Area of Potential Effect For the O’Hare 
Modernization Environmental Impact Statement, Cook 
County, Illinois, page M-207 

o Attachment M-11: Notification letters to Various Native American Tribes and 
Responses, page M-214 

M.1 ON AIRPORT DIRECT AND INDIRECT IMPACT AREAS  

These are areas on existing Airport property where historic resources would be removed, 
relocated or where facilities would remain undisturbed.  Two Draft DOEs were completed for 
the on-Airport impact areas.  The Schwerdtfeger Farmstead DOE1 was completed and 
submitted to the IHPA on May 20, 2005, and the Architectural Investigation and Determinations of 
Eligibility for On-Airport Properties was completed and submitted to the IHPA on May 20, 2005.2  
Correspondence with the IHPA regarding these DOEs is included in Attachment M-1 to this 
appendix.   

M.1.1 Coordination with SHPO of DRAFT Report of Investigations Chicago O’Hare 
International Airport O’Hare Modernization Program MARS Inc. Archaeological 
Survey Work  

Midwest Archaeological Research Services, Inc. (MARS) [CCT] conducted an archaeological 
survey in 2002 for portions of the Airport property.3  The MARS survey identified five 
archaeological sites on the Airport:4 

• 11-Ck-95 – No name – Prehistoric site 

• 11-Ck-970 – No name – Historic Euro-American site 

• 11-Du-71 – No name – Prehistoric site 

• 11-Du-74  – Nursery Site/Schwerdtfeger Farmstead – Historic Euro-American site 

• 11-Du-471  – No name – Historic Euro-American site 

                                                      
1  Schwerdtfeger Farmstead Determination of Eligibility, May 20, 2005 
2  Architectural Investigation and Determinations of Eligibility for On-Airport Properties, May 20, 2005. 
3  Report of Investigations Chicago O’Hare International Airport, O’Hare Modernization Program, Cultural Resource 

Management Report No. 1145a, Midwest Archaeological Research Services, December 13, 2002. 
4  Archaeological sites are exempt under the Freedom of Information Act and are thus, not depicted on maps in this 

document. 
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Of these five sites, only one, the Nursery Site/Schwerdtfeger farmstead, 11DU74, may be eligible 
for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places as an above ground resource (standing 
structure). 

A letter was submitted to the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency (IHPA) on November 5, 2004 
to request concurrence with the findings in the MARS report.  Final correspondence from IHPA 
was received on November 23, 2004.  IHPA commented that no archaeological properties are 
affected by the undertaking and therefore, IHPA has no objection to the undertaking 
proceeding as planned.  Attachment M-2 includes copies of these letters.   

M.2  OFF-AIRPORT DIRECT IMPACT AREAS 

These are areas where land acquisition is proposed. For purposes of this analysis, the 
acquisition areas are those areas to be acquired to enable construction of the Build Alternatives.  

M.2.1 Phase I Standing Structure, Building and Object Investigation of the Northwest 
Parcel  

Attachment M-3 is a copy of the DRAFT Results of a Phase I Standing Structure, Building and 
Object Investigation of the NW Parcel of the O’Hare Modernization Program Environmental Impact 
Statement, Cook County, Illinois.  This report was submitted to the IHPA on April 28, 2003.  A 
comment letter on this report from IHPA dated May 16, 2003 is included as Attachment M-4.  

M.2.2 Phase I Standing Structure, Building and Object Investigation of the Southwest 
Parcel 

Attachment M-5 is a copy of the DRAFT Results of a Phase I Standing Structure, Building and 
Object Investigation of the SW Parcel of the O’Hare Modernization Program Environmental Impact 
Statement, Cook County, Illinois.   This report was submitted to the IHPA on July 13, 2004.  A 
comment letter on this report from IHPA dated September 20, 2004 is included as 
Attachment M-6.  

M.2.3 Prehistoric and Historic Archaeological Predictive Model of the Northwest Parcel  

Attachment M-7 is a copy of the DRAFT Prehistoric and Historic Archaeological Predictive Model of 
the Northwest Parcel of the O’Hare Modernization Environmental Impact Statement, Cook County, 
Illinois.   This report was submitted to the IHPA on October 6, 2004.  A comment letter on this 
report from IHPA was received on November 5, 2004.  IHPA commented that no archaeological 
properties are affected by the undertaking and therefore, IHPA has no objection to the 
undertaking proceeding as planned. 

M.2.4 Prehistoric and Historic Archaeological Predictive Model of the Southwest Parcel 

Attachment M-8 is a copy of the DRAFT Prehistoric and Historic Archaeological Predictive Model of 
the Southwest Parcel of the O’Hare Modernization Environmental Impact Statement, Cook County, 
Illinois.   This report was submitted to the IHPA on October 6, 2004.  The same comment letter 
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received for the Northwest Parcel from IHPA on November 5, 2004 also referenced the 
Southwest Parcel.  IHPA commented that no archaeological properties are affected by the 
undertaking and therefore, IHPA has no objection to the undertaking proceeding as planned.  A 
copy of this letter is included as Attachment M-9. 

M.2.5 Determinations of Eligibility  

The DOE for the St. Johannes Cemetery was submitted to the IHPA for review on March 31, 
2005.  The FAA recommended this Cemetery eligible for listing in the NRHP.  However, the 
IHPA did not concur with this recommendation.5  As a result, coordination with the Keeper of 
the NRHP resulted in a determination that the cemetery is eligible for the NRHP.6  On June 14, 
2005, the IHPA submitted a letter to the Keeper of the NRHP stating that they would be filing a 
request for reconsideration of the eligibility determination in ten days.7  IHPA submitted 
materials in support of the request for reconsideration to the Keeper of the NRHP on June 24, 
2005.8  FAA reviewed the materials submitted by IHPA to the Keeper of the NRHP and 
submitted materials in support of FAA’s original recommendation of eligibility on July 7, 2005.9  
A response on the final determination of eligibility is due from the Keeper of the NRHP in July 
2005. However, irrespective of the final determination of eligibility, for purposes of this EIS, 
FAA is treating St. Johannes cemetery as a locally important historic property. 

The Rest Haven Cemetery DOE was submitted to the IHPA for review on May 25, 2005.  On 
June 24, 2005, IHPA requested bibliography materials in support of FAA’s DOE.10  FAA 
submitted the bibliography materials to IHPA on June 27, 2005.11  A response on the IHPA’s 
determination of eligibility is due in July 2005.  However, irrespective of the determination on 
eligibility, for purposes of this EIS, FAA is treating Rest Haven Cemetery as a locally important 
historic property.   

DOEs were also completed for the Green Street School,12 the Gas Service Station,13 
Schwerdtfeger Farmstead.14  IHPA concurred with the FAA’s recommendations of eligibility for 
listing in the NRHP for Green Street School15 and the Gas Service Station.16  Final reviews by 
IHPA on the Schwerdtfeger Farmstead and the On-Airport Properties are still pending.  IHPA 
submitted a letter to the FAA on June 22, 2005, with questions regarding information contained 
in the FAA’s DOE for the Schwerdtfeger Farmstead.17  FAA provided a response to the 
questions posed by IHPA on June 24, 2005.18  A response on the IHPA’s determination of 

                                                      
5  Letter from IHPA to FAA regarding St. Johannes Cemetery, April 29, 2005. 
6  Letter from Keeper of the NRHP to the FAA, June 9, 2005. 
7  Letter from IHPA to Keeper of the NRHP, June 14, 2005. 
8  Letter from IHPA to Keeper of the NRHP, June 24, 2005. 
9  Letter from FAA to Keeper of the NRHP, July 7, 2005. 
10  Letter from IHPA to FAA, June 24, 2005. 
11  Letter from FAA to IHPA, June 27, 2005. 
12  Green Street School Determination of Eligibility, April 25, 2005. 
13  Gas Service Station Determination of Eligibility, April 22, 2005. 
14  Schwerdtfeger Farmstead Determination of Eligibility, May 20, 2005 
15  IHPA review letter of Green Street School DOE, May 10, 2005. 
16  IHPA review letter of Gas Station School DOE, May 10, 2005. 
17  Letter from IHPA to FAA, June 22, 2005. 
18  Letter from FAA to IHPA, June 24, 2005. 
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eligibility is due in July 2005.  However, irrespective of the determination on eligibility, for 
purposes of this EIS, FAA is treating the Schwerdtfeger Farmstead as a locally important 
historic property.     

Copies of the DOE transmittal letters and review letters from the IHPA are included in 
Attachment M-1. 

M.3 OFF-AIRPORT INDIRECT IMPACT AREAS 

These are areas off existing Airport property and outside the acquisition areas, but within the 
overall areas potentially bound by the 65 DNL noise contour areas for each of the alternatives 
under consideration.  Since this area varies for each alternative under development scenario, a 
general boundary was defined to include all of the potential noise impacted areas.   

Local municipalities in the APE were also provided an opportunity to provide information 
concerning formally identified of local landmarks.19  Each community within the general 
boundary was identified and contacted to request information on all locally identified cultural, 
historic and architectural resources pertinent to this EIS.  Specifically within each community, 
the local historical commission, historical society, or if no such organization was identified, the 
village, municipality or local library was contacted.  The contact was initiated via fax and 
follow-up was provided via telephone or email.  Each initial fax stipulated, if the organization 
was not the appropriate contact, that an appropriate contact be provided.  All locally identified 
sites were compiled for purposes of 4(f) evaluation.  A report titled, DRAFT 4(f) Properties of 
National, State and Local Historic Interest within the Area of Potential Effect For the O’Hare 
Modernization Environmental Impact Statement, Cook County, Illinois, is included in Attachment  
M-10.  All local sites within the direct acquisition areas were evaluated as part of the Section 106 
process.   

M.4 NATIVE AMERICAN NOTIFICATION 

A broad tribal consultation process was initiated early in the process.  A list of the Native 
American tribal groups that were contacted, the correspondence sent and responses are 
included in Attachment M-11.  

                                                      
19 Municipalities of Addison, Arlington Heights, Bensenville, Chicago (portions), Des Plaines, Elk Grove Village, 

Elmhurst, Franklin Park, Harwood Heights, Itasca, Mount Prospect, Norridge, Northlake, Park Ridge, River Grove, 
Rolling Meadows, Rosemont, Schaumburg, Schiller Park, Wood Dale as well as portions of unincorporated 
DuPage and Cook Counties were consulted. 
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ATTACHMENT M-1 

DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 
CORRESPONDENCE  

 
The following correspondence letters associated with the determinations of eligibility are 
included in this Attachment M-1.  Reviews from IHPA that are pending are also noted.   

 

• St. Johannes Cemetery DOE: 

- Transmittal letter from FAA to IHPA – March 31, 2005, page M-8 

- Review letter from IHPA to FAA – April 29, 2005, page M-9 

- Review letter from the Keeper of the NRHP to the FAA – June 9, 2005, page M-10 

- Letter from IHPA to the Keeper of the NRHP – June 14, 2005, page M-12 

- Letter from IHPA to the Keeper of the NRHP – June 24, 2005, page M-13 

- Letter from the FAA to the Keeper of the NRHP – July 6, 2005, page M-74 

• Rest Haven Cemetery DOE: 

- Transmittal letter from FAA to IHPA – May 25, 2005, page M-78 

- Letter from IHPA to FAA – June 24, 2005, page M-79 

- Letter from FAA to IHPA – June 27, 2005, page M-80 

- Review letter from IHPA to FAAA – Pending  

• Geodesic Dome DOE: 

- Transmittal letter from FAA to IHPA – April 15, 2005, page M-81 

- Review letter from IHPA to FAA – May 3, 2005, page M-82 

• Gas Service Station DOE: 

- Transmittal letter from FAA to IHPA – April 22, 2005, page M-83 

- review letter from IHPA to FAA – May 10, 2005, page M-84 

• Green Street School DOE: 

- Transmittal letter from FAA to IHPA – April 25, 2005, page M-85 

- Review letter from IHPA to FAA – May 10, 2005, page M-86 

- Letter from FAA to IHPA – June 2, 2005, page M-87 
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• Schwerdtfeger Farmstead DOE: 

- Transmittal letter from FAA to IHPA – May 20, 2005, page M-88 

- Letter from IHPA to FAA – June 22, 2005, page M-89 

- Letter from FAA to IHPA – June 24, 2005, page M-90 

- Review letter from IHPA to FAA – Pending 

• Architectural Investigation and Determinations of Eligibility for On-Airport 
Properties DOE 

- Transmittal letter from FAA to IHPA – May 20, 2005, page M-98 

- Review letter from IHPA to FAA – June 23, 2005, page M-99 

- Letter from FAA to IHPA, June 27, 2005, page M-100 
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ATTACHMENT M-2 

11/5/2004 LETTER TO IHPA FROM FAA AND 
11/23/2004 LETTER TO FAA FROM IHPA 

REGARDING ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WORK 
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ATTACHMENT M-3 

DRAFT RESULTS OF A PHASE I STANDING 
STRUCTURE, BUILDING AND OBJECT 

INVESTIGATION OF THE NW PARCEL OF THE 
OMP-EIS
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ATTACHMENT M-4 

5/16/2003 IHPA COMMENTS ON PHASE I 
STANDING STRUCTURE REPORT FOR THE 

NORTHWEST PARCEL 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This page was intentionally left blank. 



Chicago O’Hare International Airport  Final EIS 

Appendix M M-124 July 2005 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This page was intentionally left blank. 



Chicago O’Hare International Airport  Final EIS 

Appendix M M-125 July 2005 

ATTACHMENT M-5  

DRAFT RESULTS OF A PHASE I STANDING 
STRUCTURE, BUILDING AND OBJECT 

INVESTIGATION OF THE SOUTHWEST PARCEL 
OF THE OMP-EIS 
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ATTACHMENT M-10 
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Introduction  

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is considering Federal actions requested to support 
a proposal by the City of Chicago (City) to modernize Chicago O’Hare International Airport 
(O’Hare).  In order to look at and disclose potential environmental impacts of the City’s 
proposal and reasonable alternatives pursuant to Department of Transportation Section 4(f) and 
other applicable Federal Environmental Laws, the FAA’s Third Party Contractor (TPC) 
examined National, State, county, municipal, and local records pertaining to properties of 
historic significance within the select Project Area.  The FAA identified the Project Area which 
includes municipalities that may experience indirect auditory impacts with changes in noise 
contours due to the proposed project.   

The area of potential effect (APE) includes areas of reasonably anticipated direct impacts and 
indirect impacts and, thus, may extend beyond the area of direct physical impact for particular 
types of cultural resources.  Of particular concern around airports are potential indirect 
auditory impacts associated with changes in noise contours that extend beyond the direct APE.  
Auditory and vibration impacts may affect religious or traditional cultural properties or may 
affect standing structures.  Other indirect impacts may also result from informal traffic, either 
pedestrian or vehicular, outside the designated area of construction.  

The TPC studied the area of potential direct or indirect impact surrounding O’Hare Airport.  
This Project Area includes part or all of the following municipalities: Addison, Arlington 
Heights, Bensenville, Chicago, Des Plaines, Elk Grove Village, Elmhurst, Franklin Park, 
Harwood Heights, Itasca, Mount Prospect, Norridge, Northlake, Park Ridge, River Grove, 
Rolling Meadows, Rosemont, Schaumburg, Schiller Park and Wood Dale. 

Background Documents and Literature Search Methodology 

A methodology was designed to identify all sites of historic interest at National, State and local 
levels. This methodology section describes the identification of the Area of Potential Effect, 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency (IHPA) consultation on the Area of Potential Effect, and 
identification of Sites of Historic Interest within the Project Area. 

Identification of the Area of Potential Effect 

FAA Order 1050.1E, Appendix A, Section 11.2c notes that it is the FAA’s responsibility to 
determine the project’s area of potential effect (APE).  Based on the proposed Build 
Alternatives, the APE was defined in four components and is comprised of the areas on Exhibit 
5.9-1 of the main body of the EIS:  

• On-Airport Direct Impact Area– These are areas on existing Airport property where 
historic resources would be removed or relocated. 

• On-Airport Indirect Impact Area– These are areas on the existing Airport where 
facilities would remain undisturbed. 

• Off-Airport Direct Impact Area– These are areas where land acquisition is proposed.  
For the purposes of this analysis, the acquisition areas are those areas to be acquired to 
enable construction of Build Alternatives.  These consist of the Northwest Parcel and the 
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Southwest Parcel as depicted in Exhibit 5.9-1.  The Southwest Parcel is slightly different 
under Alternatives D and G, with less land being required.  Within the Off-Airport 
Direct Impact Areas for each of the Build Alternatives, all buildings in the related 
acquisition areas are assumed to be demolished upon acquisition.  

• Off-Airport Indirect Area– These are areas off existing Airport property and outside of 
the acquisition areas, but within the overall areas potentially bound by the 65 DNL noise 
contour areas for each of the alternatives under consideration for each phase of analysis.  

Consultation 

The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) requires that the Lead Federal agency, FAA, 
consult with the IHPA.  As such, consultation was initiated on November 7, 2002 with the IHPA 
to inform them of the scope of the undertaking and to provide ongoing opportunities for 
informal and formal review of the project’s potential effect on historic resources.  A follow-up 
meeting was conducted with the IHPA and the FAA’s TPC on December 19, 2002.  These 
reviews included discussion of the proposed acquisition areas, on-airport properties (including 
on-Airport buildings and archaeology), two cemeteries, and two predictive archaeological 
models where properties are not accessible.   

The TPC reviewed resources at the local, municipal, county, state and national level to 
determine Sites of Historic Interest.  Once the Sites of Historic Interest were determined, the 
TPC verified building name, location, significance level and the listing source of each property 
located within the Project Area.  These resources were cross-referenced with one another to 
assure a thorough and non-repeating database.   

Research previously conducted by Midwest Archaeological Research Services, Inc. (MARS) was 
provided to the TPC in the prepared document entitled, Report of Investigations: “Chicago 
O’Hare International Airport O’Hare Modernization: Investigations within the DNL 65 Noise 
Impact Area Surrounding O’Hare International Airport.” – 2002.  This document provided 
information regarding the Sites of Historic Interest survey completed by MARS, INC. that was 
conducted in part utilizing data contained in the World Gateway Program Environmental 
Assessment (WGP-EA).  While these reports were initially referenced, these reports 
encompassed a different project area as well as crucial differences in evaluation criteria.  
Therefore, these reports were utilized by the TPC solely as a reference. 

A background documents and literature search was conducted from June 2004 through August 
2004.  This search was conducted on historical, architectural and cultural properties for the 
entire Project Area.  This existing data was reviewed in conjunction with field photograph 
reconnaissance.   

The background documentary and literature search was compiled from a number of resources.  
These sources include: 

• National Historic Landmarks 

• National Register of Historic Places 

• Illinois - State Register of Historic Places 
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• Certified Local Governments consulted for recognized local community preservation 
groups and listings of locally recognized historic properties 

• 1971-1975 County Landmark Survey housed at IHPA includes properties that IHPA 
surveyors thought had countywide historical significance (It is important to note that 
these are not county designated properties) 

• 1974-1975 Sprague Survey housed at IHPA  

• IHPA historic site files (a collection of folders in which miscellaneous material about 
various historic properties are collected from over the years). 

• Local municipal historical societies were contacted to obtain lists of locally recognized 
significant sites of historic interest. 

• Review of on-airport and off-airport direct impact areas 

• Supplemental data submitted by representatives of St. John’s United Church of Christ, 
Rest Haven Cemetery Association, Village of Bensenville, and Elk Grove Village.  See 
Appendix L. 

An inventory of properties listed as National Historic Landmarks throughout the entire state of 
Illinois was obtained on the National Historic Landmarks website - tps.cr.nps.gov/nhl/.  An 
inventory of properties listed on or eligible to be listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in the State of Illinois was obtained on the National Register Information System which 
was obtained on the National Register website - cr.nps.gov/nr.  This list was examined to 
determine the listed and eligible National Register Properties within the Project Area.  An 
inventory of properties listed on the State Register of Historic Places was provided by the 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency.   

The Certified Local Government (CLG) Program was established by the National Historic 
Preservation Amendments of 1980.  The program allows municipal governments and counties 
the opportunity to participate in state and federal preservation activities.  Participation is 
granted after they become “certified”.  To become certified, they must have a local preservation 
ordinance, a preservation review commission, have a local survey program to identify sites of 
historic interest and provide for public participation.  The certified participants play a powerful 
role in historic preservation and the program supports their work with technical assistance, 
awarding the grants and coordinating networks of participating communities.  The IHPA 
Certified Local Governments list dated March of 2004 was reviewed to determine the local 
government status of each of the municipalities within the project area.   

The Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, in 1974, conducted surveys in both Cook and DuPage 
Counties, within which the appropriate municipalities are located.  As a result, an Inventory of 
Historic Landmarks in DuPage County and an Inventory of Historic Landmarks in Cook 
County were prepared by the IHPA.  The TPC examined the contents for potential Sites of 
Historic Interest. 

During the years of 1971-1975, the State Historic Preservation Office survey director Paul 
Sprague and staff surveyors reviewed all towns and cities in the State of Illinois with a 
population greater than 500.   As part of this survey historically significant structures built prior 
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to World War II were located, photographed and cataloged.  Data collected during this project 
was classified into three categories: P = those potentially significant enough to be included on 
the National Register of Historic Places; HD = those probably not of sufficient quality to be 
listed individually, but likely to qualify as contributing structures within a National Register of 
Historic Places District; and O = those of marginal architectural interest or significance.  The 
TPC examined the Sprague survey for potential Sites of Historic Interest. 

Historical commissions and societies of the potentially effected municipalities were contacted 
via fax and telephone regarding the project between June and August 2004.  In the event that a 
local historical commission or society was nonexistent or unavailable, the local library, local 
government officials or the chamber of commerce was contacted as appropriate.  

The TPC conducted internet research20 to corroborate obtained information as well as 
supplement contact information for local municipalities’ historic specialists.  Applicable 
websites were utilized to attain the necessary information for the communities of Addison, 
Arlington Heights, Bensenville, Chicago, Des Plaines, Elk Grove Village, Elmhurst, Franklin 
Park, Harwood Heights, Itasca, Mount Prospect, Norridge, Northlake, Park Ridge, River Grove, 
Rolling Meadows, Rosemont, Schaumburg, Schiller Park and Wood Dale. 

Research of the OM EIS direct acquisition area revealed previously unrecognized Sites of 
Historic Interest that warrant further inquiry regarding their eligibility for the National Register 
of Historic Places.  The formal process of this higher level of investigation within the acquisition 
area is entitled a Determination of Eligibility.  Sites of Historic Interest undergoing the 
Determination of Eligibility process were examined.   

Sites of Historic Interest that are located outside of the direct acquisition area, but within the 
potential noise impact areas (65 DNL) will not be directly affected, that is they will not be 
demolished or destroyed.  Auditory and vibrational impacts may indirectly affect standing 
structures.  Other indirect impacts to standing structures may also result from informal traffic, 
either pedestrian or vehicular, outside the designated area of construction.  Potential 
archaeological sites within the project area that are outside of the designated area of 
construction are not considered to be directly impacted. Additionally, there are no known 
Traditional Cultural Properties within the project area that are considered to be indirectly 
impacted related to noise. 

                                                      
20  National Register - state.il.us/hpa/ps/nrill.htm and cr.nps.gov/nr; National Historic Landmark tps.cr.nps.gov/nhl/ 

IHPA Historic Architectural and Archaeological Resources Geographic Information System (HAARGIS) - 
state.il.us/hpa/PS/haargis.htm; Illinois Museums - museumusa.org/data/museums/IL; Commission on Chicago 
Landmarks - ci.chi.il.us; Chicago - cityofchicago.org; DuPage County - co.dupage.il.us/museum; Addison - 
addisonadvantage.org/history; Arlington Heights - ahmuseum.org; Bensenville - history.bensenville.lib.il.us and 
villageprofile.com/illinois/Bensenville; Des Plaines - desplaines.org/community/history.htm; Elmhurst - 
elmhurst.org/history; Franklin Park - franklinparklibrary.org/localhistory; Harwood Heights  - 
harwoodheights.org/history.htm; Itasca - villageprofile.com/illinois/Itasca and 
itasca.k12.il.us/admin/history/index.htm; Mount Prospect - mphist.org; Norridge - norridge.net/history;  
Northlake - villageprofile.com/illinois/norhtlake/main.html; Park Ridge - parkridgehistoricalsociety.com and park-
ridge.il.us/prcity/history.html; River Grove - vorg.us/org/his/com.htm and villageofrivergrove.org; Rolling 
Meadows - ci.rolling-meadows.il.us/historical _museum.htm; Schaumburg - 
ci.schaumburg.il.us/vos.nsf/schaumburg/DKET-585BGS; Schiller Park - 
villageprofile.com/illinois/schillerpark/schillerpark.html; Wood Dale - mywooddale.com/public/time.asp 



Chicago O’Hare International Airport  Final EIS 

Appendix M M-212 July 2005 

Identification of Sites of Historic Interest 

Of the initially recognized Sites of Historic Interest, 13 are either listed in or considered eligible 
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, or listed by the Commission on Chicago 
Landmarks as a local landmark within the city of Chicago.  These 13 properties are referred to 
as Historic Properties (HP).  The remaining 151 Sites of Historic Interest that are not listed in or 
considered eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, or listed by the 
Commission on Chicago Landmarks are referred to as Local Sites (LS).  Local Sites are 
recognized as having historical significance on a State, county or local level. 

Of the 151 Local Sites, 17 were found as: 1) sites that had been demolished since publication of 
the source, 2) duplicates of other sites, and 3) incorrect address (sites could not be located).  This 
list was then narrowed to 134 possible locally important sites.  Of the 134 sites, these lands 
consist of: 

• 2 churches (Peace Church LS-57 and St. John’s United Church of Christ LS-62) 

• 2 schools (Tioga School LS-79 and Chippewa School LS-88) 

• 3 museum-related uses (Bensenville’s railroad monument LS-66 in Veteran’s Park, 
Korthauer Log House LS-86, and Elk Grove Park District Farmhouse Museum  
LSS-3) 

• 1 memorial (Franzen’s Mill Memorial LS-91) 

• 1 cemetery (Elk Grove Cemetery) 

• 6 commercial/retail buildings (Theater/Stores LS-58, Pease Church Manse  
LS-63, Janker’s Building LS-90, LS-249, LS-289, LS-461) 

• 119 residences (57 residences in Bensenville, 53 in Park Ridge, 3 in Schiller Park, 2 in 
WoodDale, 1 representing the Durocraft homes in Harwood Heights, and 3 in Elk Grove 
Village) 

Investigations revealed that of the 13 Historic Properties, four are listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places.  Review of IHPA’s Historic Architectural and Archaeological Resources 
Geographic Information System (HAARGIS) database revealed that one Historic Property is 
formally eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.  Determinations of 
Eligibility were conducted for the remaining properties and are being coordinated with the 
Illinois SHPO. 

Of all of the municipalities located within the designated Project Area, only the City of Chicago 
is recognized as a Certified Local Government.  The Commission on Chicago Landmarks has 
designated local landmarks as well as conducted a survey entitled the Historic Structures 
Survey, of Historic Properties in the city of Chicago.  Two of the recognized Historic Properties 
are local landmarks of the city of Chicago which have been designated as such by the 
Commission on Chicago Landmarks.   

For purposes of determining Local Sites within the Project Area, the TPC examined significance 
at the State, county and local levels and compiled a list of information from the following 
resources.  The TPC examined the Inventory of Historic Landmarks in DuPage County and an 
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Inventory of Historic Landmarks in Cook County as prepared by the IHPA for potential Sites of 
Historic Interest.  The TPC examined the DuPage County Cultural and Historical Inventory for 
potential Sites of Historic Interest located in DuPage County.  An inventory of properties listed 
on the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency - Historic Architectural and Archaeology Resources 
Geographic Information System (HAARGIS) was collected from the HAARGIS website - 
state.il.us/hpa/PS/haargis.htm.  Such database combines information gathered from the DuPage 
County Landmark Survey, Cook Cook County Landmarks Survey, Sprague Survey, Cultural 
Resource Management Survey, Review and Compliance Determination of Eligibility (“R&C 
DOE”), and National Register Positive Preliminary Opinion (“NR PPO”) provided by IHPA 
during the National Register listing process, as well as numerous other surveys conducted 
within the state of Illinois.   

In order to determine potential Sites of Historic Interest at the local community level, the TPC 
distributed a letter via fax to the historical commissions and societies of the potentially effected 
municipalities requesting a list of all locally designated historical, cultural and architectural 
resources.  In the event that a local historical commission or society was nonexistent or 
unavailable, the local library, local government officials or the chamber of commerce were 
contacted as appropriate.  Of these municipalities, the communities of Addison, Bensenville, 
Elmhurst, Itasca, Park Ridge, Rolling Meadows, Schiller Park and Schaumburg responded 
either by providing a list of locally identified landmarks or to confirm that they had no 
additional information to contribute.  The City of Chicago is a certified local government. 
Therefore, any designated Chicago local landmarks are deemed Historic Properties for 
purposes of this analysis.  Chicago local landmarks are publicly designated and, therefore, 
information regarding them is available via the internet and public materials.  The TPC 
obtained information regarding Chicago’s local landmarks from these sources.  The 
municipalities of Arlington Heights, Elk Grove Village, Franklin Park, Harwood Heights, 
Mount Prospect, Norridge, Northlake, River Grove, Rosemont and Wood Dale did not respond 
to any attempted correspondence.  A detailed list of contact information as well as all related 
correspondence is included in Appendix L.   

Upon completion of the above mentioned research, verification of existence of each Site of 
Historic Interest located within the Potential Noise Impact Area was accomplished by visiting 
each site and determining the presence or absence as well as the current use of each Site of 
Historic Interest.  Photographs were taken of Historic Properties and additional photo-
documentation was compiled for the Local Sites.  This information can be found in Appendix L. 

Summary and Recommendations 

Initial research of the APE involved a background document and literature search, 
correspondence with select municipalities surrounding O’Hare airport, field photograph 
reconnaissance and the investigation of Sites of Historic Interest located within the Area of 
Potential Effect (APE).  A total of 134 Local Sites of Historic Interest and 13 Historic Properties 
formally evaluated in connection with the National Register of Historic Places or recognized by 
a Certified Local Government were identified.  These properties are subject to evaluation under 
Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966, recodified at 49 U.S.C. Section 
303(c).   
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