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Copies of all the scoping materials made available during the scoping process are included in this 
section.  At each of the meetings, scoping documents, public handouts, and notices of intent were 
on hand for participants to learn about the project.  Presentation boards were also displayed at all 
the meetings to illustrate the environmental process and the proposed development.  Public 
handouts, comment forms, and select presentation boards were also available in Spanish.  
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Chicago O’Hare International Airport 
O’Hare Modernization Program 
Environmental Impact Statement 

Scoping Comments 
          Federal Aviation Administration 

Please provide your written comments on this form. 
Should your comments exceed the space allotted, you may attach additional pages. 

Comments: ___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Name:  ________________________________ 

Address:  ________________________________ 

________________________________ 

You may leave your comments at the meeting or mail to: Mr. Michael W. MacMullen, Federal Aviation Administration, Chicago 
Airports District Office, 2300 East Devon Avenue, Des Plaines, Illinois 60018; fax to: (847) 294-7046; or e-mail to: 
michael.w.macmullen@faa.gov by close of business on September 13, 2002. 
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A bilingual transcriber will be present to record oral comments.  Comment forms will also be made
available for individuals to make their comments at the hearing or comments may be mailed to the FAA
by the close of business on September 13, 2002.  This will be the first of many opportunities to share
your comments.  Mail your comments to:

Mr. Michael W. MacMullen
Airports Environmental Program Manager
Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue
Des Plaines, Illinois 60018

For further information, Mr. MacMullen can be contacted by phone at (847) 294-7522 (voice) and at
(847) 294-7046 (facsimile).  Comments may also be e-mailed to michael.w.macmullen@faa.gov.

What Happens Next?

• Conduct/Conclude Scoping
• FAA prepares Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
• Issue and distribute Draft EIS
• Public Hearing on Draft EIS and receive public comments
• Prepare and distribute Final EIS
• Prepare and sign Record of Decision

The Federal Aviation Administration will evaluate the EIS and any comments prior to making a decision
on the Proposed Project and on what actions would be authorized by a Record of Decision.

An Environmental Impact Statement, commonly
referred to as an EIS, is a document that describes a
Federal project and evaluates its effects and benefits
on the environment.  The EIS process is also used to
coordinate all necessary environmental permits
required by Federal and state agencies for projects.

What is an Environmental Impact
Statement?

What is Studied in an
Environmental Impact Statement?

The Federal government has very specific
requirements for WHAT is studied and HOW the
study is conducted.  At  a minimum an EIS must
address the following:

• the purpose and need for the proposed project,
• project alternatives,
• the affected environment,
• the environmental consequences of the

alternatives, and
• mitigation measures.

How Can I Share My Comments?

August, 2002

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) plans two agency scoping meetings, one in Springfield on
August 19, 2002 at the Illinois Department of Transportation and one in Chicago on August 20, 2002 at
the Metcalfe Federal Building.  In addition, two public scoping meetings will be held, one in Des Plaines
on August 21, 2002 at the Fountain Blue Banquets and one in Elk Grove Village on August 22, 2002 at
the Avalon Banquets. 

Scoping Meetings

FAA’s role is to evaluate proposed development in
terms of consistency with applicable laws and
regulations and to ensure that proposed development
meets all requirements for safety, design criteria, and
environmental compliance.

Role of the FAA

What is "scoping"?

Scoping is a time before the Environmental Impact
Statement begins which allows for the public and
agencies to provide input about the issues and factors
to be considered in the environmental evaluation.
Scoping is defined by the President's Council on
Environmental Quality as "an early and open process
for determining the scope of issues to be addressed
and for identifying significant issues related to the
proposed action."  The diagram below illustrates
how scoping is integrated in the EIS process.
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Proposed Project Elements The Following Exhibit Depicts the Proposed Project Elements of the OMP.

O’Hare Modernization Program (OMP)
Environmental Impact Statement

Scoping

O’Hare Modernization Program (OMP)
Environmental Impact Statement

Scoping

32

As Currently Proposed by the City of Chicago, the OMP
Would Consist of the Following:

• New Runway Construction
• Existing Runway Re-alignment
• Relocation/Replacement of Navigational Aids
• Western Access
• Additional Terminal Facilities
• Various Roadway and Rail Line Relocations

Airfield Improvements

Estimated Costs of Proposed Projects

Projected Funding Source

• Airside: $2.5 billion
• Acquisition: $200-300 million
• Terminal: $2.0-2.5 billion
• Landside / Roadway (on Airport):  $0.5 - 1.0 billion

• Airline-backed bonds
• Passenger Facility Charges (PFCs)
• Airport Improvement Program (AIP) grants
• No local taxpayer funds



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

Scoping 
for the 

O’Hare Modernization Program

Environmental 
Impact Statement

Federal Aviation Administration

Federal Aviation Administration



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

PUBLIC SCOPING WORKSHOP

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

Welcome
to the 

Public Scoping 
Workshop

for the 

O’Hare Modernization Program
Environmental Impact Statement

Federal Aviation Administration



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

SCOPING

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

• Describe Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process

• Obtain your input regarding the EIS process and environmental
issues to be studied

• Identify alternatives to be studied

The purpose of this scoping meeting
is to:

This is the first of many opportunities for
you to provide input to this process.

Federal Aviation Administration



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

PARTICIPATION & WRITTEN COMMENTS

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

• Please feel free to browse the stations at your
own pace and ask questions.

• A bilingual transcriber is available to record your
spoken or written comments. 

• Comment forms are also available for you to
provide written comments tonight or to be mailed
at a later date.

• All recorded and written comments become part
of the official EIS record.    

Federal Aviation Administration



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

PARTICIPACIÓN Y COMENTARIOS ESCRITOS

PROGRAMA DE MODERNIZACION DE O’HARE

AEROPUERTO INTERNACIONAL O’HARE

• Lo invitamos a visitar las distintas estaciones y a
formular preguntas.    

• Puede pedir a un "transcriber" bilingüe que anote sus
comentarios orales o escritos.

• Puede escribir sus opiniones en el formulario para
comentarios y entregarlo hoy o enviarlo por correo.

• Todos los comentarios escritos u orales formarán
parte de los archivos de EIS.

Federal Aviation Administration



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

MEETING FORMAT

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

• Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) staff are
available at this meeting to discuss the
Environmental Impact Statement process and
address your concerns.

• Representatives of the City of Chicago Department
of Aviation are available to answer questions
related to the O’Hare Modernization Program
development.

Federal Aviation Administration



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

CONTACT INFORMATION

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

If you have not already done so, you are
encouraged to provide your name and
address at the sign-in table.

Providing this information allows us to send
you information on future public meetings
and workshops.

Federal Aviation Administration



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

COMMENTS

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

• Comment forms are available

• A transcriber is available to record your oral
comments

• Written comments must be received no later than
close of business on Friday, September 13, 2002

Thank you for joining us tonight.
Ask questions of our staff and share your
comments with us:

Federal Aviation Administration



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

COMENTARIOS 

PROGRAMA DE MODERNIZACION DE O"HARE

AEROPUERTO INTERNACIONAL O"HARE

• Pida un formulario para escribir sus comentarios.
• Pida a un "transcriber" que anote sus
comentarios orales.

• La fecha para entregar los comentarios escritos
termina el viernes, 13 de septiembre 2002, al
cierre del día de trabajo.

Informe sobre el impacto en el medio ambiente

Gracias por asistir a esta reunión.
Hable con nuestro personal si necesita
más información y déjenos 
saber sus comentarios:

Federal Aviation Administration



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

EXISTING CONDITIONS

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

Federal Aviation Administration



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

PURPOSE & NEED

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

IDENTIFY RANGE 
OF ALTERNATIVES

PERFORM DETAILED 
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY

DEVELOP
PURPOSE 

& NEED

EVALUATE
ALTERNATIVES

Purpose & Need

Federal Aviation Administration



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

ALTERNATIVES

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

The following categories of alternatives
will be evaluated in the upcoming
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS):

•  No-Build/Do-Nothing Alternative

•  Proposed Project  Alternative

•  Alternative Airfield Development at O’Hare,
Alternative O’Hare Configurations, and an
Alternative Number of O’Hare Runways

•  Use of Other Existing or Proposed Airports

•  Alternative Modes of Transportation

•  Demand Management Alternatives

Federal Aviation Administration
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES TO BE STUDIED

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

• Noise Impacts

• Land Use Impacts

• Social Impacts  
- Environmental Justice 
- Surface Transportation
- Residential, business, and 

cemetary relocation

• Socioeconomic Impacts

• Air Quality

• Water Quality

• DOT Section 303(c)/ 
Section 4(f) Lands
- Parks, historic properties, and    

other protected lands

• Historic, Architectural,
Archaeological, and 
Cultural Resources

• Biotic Communities

• Endangered Species of
Flora and Fauna

• Wetlands

• Floodplains

• Coastal Zone Management
and Coastal Barriers

• Wild and Scenic Rivers

• Prime and Unique
Farmlands

• Energy Supply and Natural
Resources

• Light Emissions

• Solid Waste Impacts  
- Hazardous materials

• Construction

• Cumulative Impacts

Federal Aviation Administration

Preliminary listing of Environmental
Issues to be studied:



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

LAND USE SURROUNDING O’HARE

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

16

Federal Aviation Administration

MapInfo 5.5 Street Pro Data 1998.
DuPage County Planning Commission;

Cook County Planning Department.



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

EIS COORDINATION PROCESS

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

• Pre-Scoping Briefings
Agencies

• Scoping - Identifying Issues
Publish Notice of Intent to prepare EIS
Agencies/Elected Officials
General Public Information Workshops

• Draft EIS 

• Public Hearing 

• Final EIS

• FAA Environmental Decision 

Federal Aviation Administration



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

SCHEDULE FOR SCOPING

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

FAA Publishes Notice of
Intent to prepare EIS

July 17, 2002

Federal Aviation Administration

August 19, 2002
Illinois Department of Transportation
Auditorium Conference Room
2300 South Dirksen Parkway
Springfield, Illinois
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

August 20, 2002
Metcalfe Federal Building
77 W. Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, Illinois
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

August 21, 2002
Fountain Blue Banquets
2300 Mannheim Road
Des Plaines, Illinois
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

August 22, 2002
Avalon Banquets
1905 East Higgins Road
Elk Grove Village, Illinois
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Close of Scoping Comments

Public Scoping Meetings

Agency Scoping Meetings

September 13, 2002



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

NEXT STEPS

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

• Prepare Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

• Issue and Distribute DRAFT EIS

• Conduct Public Hearing on DRAFT EIS/Receive
public comments

• Prepare FINAL EIS after evaluation of comments
received and distribute

• Prepare and sign Record of Decision

Federal Aviation Administration



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION’S ROLE

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

FAA’s role is to evaluate proposed development in
terms of consistency with applicable laws and
regulations and to ensure that proposed
development meets all requirements for safety,
design criteria, and environmental compliance.

Role of the FAA:

Federal Aviation Administration



O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  



INTRODUCTION 

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

• On December 5, 2001 Illinois Governor George
Ryan and Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley reached
an historic agreement to modernize O’Hare
International Airport.

• The O’Hare Modernization Program is a
comprehensive solution to reduce delays and
congestion and address the region’s aviation needs
well into the future.

Intoduction to the 
O’Hare Modernization Program



EXISTING CONDITIONS

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  



PROPOSED PROJECT ELEMENTS

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  



O’HARE DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

Proposed Project Elements

sed Project



ENPLANEMENT FORECAST

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

FAA’s Terminal Area Forecast
Enplanement Forecast
(Actual: Through 2001; Forecast: To Be Based on FAA’s 2002 TAF)
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AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS FORECAST

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

FAA’s Terminal Area Forecast
Aircraft Operations Forecast
(Actual: Through 2001; Forecast: To Be Based on FAA’s 2002 TAF)
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AREAS OF POTENTIAL PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  



BENEFITS & ASSOCIATED ECONOMIC IMPACTS

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

Reduces delays in bad weather by approximately 95 percent
Reduces delays overall by 79 percent
Annual Delay Savings: $370 million
Annual Passenger Delay Savings: $380 million

Serves demand possibly beyond 2030 (based on FAA’s current 2001 Terminal Area Forecast)

Land Acquisition: Approximately 433 acres
Housing: Approximately 539 units
Businesses: Approximately 109 business properties

Program Benefits

Estimated Annual Capacity

Economic Benefits

Impacts

Annual economic benefits grow an estimated $16.4 - $19.9 billion to $48.4 - $51.9 billion
O’Hare generated employment increases by an estimated 195,000 jobs from 365,000 to
560,000 



PRELIMINARY COMPARISON

OF POTENTIAL NOISE IMPACTS

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

2000 Noise Contour Area
37.6 sq. mi.

Long Range Concept Area
24.8 sq. mi.



POTENTIAL  AREAS OF LAND ACQUISITION

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  



NEXT STEP - ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

• The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
will prepare an Environmental Impact
Statement in accordance with all
environmental rules and regulations

• Opportunities to review the program and
comment will be provided throughout the
EIS process

• The Federal Aviation Administration will
evaluate the EIS and any comments prior to
making a decision on the Proposed Project
and on what actions would be authorized by
a Record of Decision.



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 

O’HARE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

O’HARE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

Proposed Project Elements
As Currently Proposed by the City of Chicago,
the OMP Would Potentially Consist of the
Following:

• New Runway Construction

• Existing Runway Re-alignment

• Relocation/Replacement of Navigational Aids

• Western Access

• Additional Terminal Facilities

• Various Roadway and Rail Line Relocations

Federal Aviation Administration
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