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5.14 COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS AND COASTAL
BARRIERS

The Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as amended, provides for the preservation,
protection, development, and where feasible, restoration or enhancement of the resources of the
nation’s coastal zone. Each state, where applicable, has initiated a coastal zone management
program. The coastal zone is defined as coastal waters and the adjacent shore lands, and
includes transitional and inter-tidal areas, salt marshes, wetlands and beaches. The zones also
include waters of the Great Lakes within the territorial jurisdiction of the United States, their
connecting water, harbors, roadsteads and estuary-type areas such as bays, shallows and
marshes.

The Coastal Barrier Resources Act of 1982, as amended, requires that no new Federal
expenditures or financial assistance may be made available for construction within the
boundaries of the Coastal Barriers Resource System, which consists of undeveloped coastal
barriers along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts and the Great Lakes. "Coastal barriers" are defined
as bay barriers, barrier islands, and other geological features composed of sediment that protect
landward aquatic habitats from direct wind and waves. These barriers provide essential
habitats for wildlife and marine life, natural storm buffer zones, and areas of scientific,
recreational, historic, and archaeological significance. This Act was amended in 1990 by the
Coastal Barrier Improvement Act to include underlying coastal barriers along the shores of the
Great Lakes.

The National Coastal Management Program is a federal-state partnership focused on
management of the nation’s coastal resources, ensuring their protection while balancing
competing national economic, cultural and environmental interests. The Federal Coastal Zone
Management Program (CZMP) is authorized by the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 and
administered at the federal level by the Coastal Programs Division within the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration's Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management.

Lake Michigan is located approximately 11.5 miles east of O’'Hare. The State of Illinois does not
participate in the Coastal Zone Management Program for its portion of Lake Michigan.
Therefore, there is no state adopted Coastal Zone Management Plan. As a result, development
within the State of Illinois is not guided by coastal zone management objectives. Further, the
proximity of O’Hare relative to the shores of Lake Michigan, over 10 miles, indicates that the
Airport does not include coastal barrier resources. Therefore, the FAA concludes that none of
the Build Alternatives would have any effect on any coastal zone or coastal barriers, and no
mitigation is required.
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