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5.16 PRIME AND UNIQUE FARMLAND 

The Farmland Protection Policy Act, Public Law 97-98, as amended, directs Federal agencies, 
such as the FAA, to identify and take into account the adverse effects of Federal programs on 
the preservation of farmland.  The Federal agencies are also directed to consider alternative 
actions that could lessen such adverse effects and assure that Federal programs, to the extent 
practicable, are compatible with state, unit of local government and private programs and 
policies to protect farmland.  The purpose of the Federal Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) 
as adopted by the United States Department of Agriculture is to: 

Minimize the extent of the role of Federal programs to the conversion of farmland to 
nonagricultural uses and to assure that Federal programs are administered in a manner that, to the 
extent practicable, will be compatible with State, unit of local government and private programs 
and policies to protect farmland... 

The FPPA specifically directs Federal agencies to identify and take into account the adverse 
effects of Federal programs on the preservation of farmland, consider alternative actions that 
could lessen such adverse effects, and assure that such Federal programs be compatible to the 
extent practicable with State, local, and private programs and policies to protect farmland.  In 
addition, the Illinois Department of Transportation has developed the following policy 
statement, which specifies the objectives and goals of the Illinois Farmland Preservation Act: 

Recognizing that its transportation objectives must be in concert with the overall goals of the State, 
it is the policy of the Illinois Department of Transportation, in its programs, procedures, and 
operations, to preserve Illinois farmland to the extent practicable and feasible, giving appropriate 
consideration to the State’s social, economic, and environmental goals… 

No land on the Airport property, in the potential acquisition areas, or within proposed 
avigation easements is currently used as farmland.  The project components of each alternative 
would take place on previously disturbed land, much of which has already been developed for 
other urban uses.  Further, the identified off-airport wetland mitigation areas are not 
anticipated to convert agricultural lands to non-agricultural uses.  Thus, none of the alternatives 
would affect prime or unique farmland and no mitigation would be required. 
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