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August 16, 2005

Mr. Barry D. Cooper

Manager, Chicago Area Modernization Program Office
Federal Aviation Administration, Great Lakes Region
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, IL 60018

RE: Proposed O'Hare Modernization Program
Draft Airport Layout Plan
Proposed Taxiway Lima Lima (LL)
Your letter dated June 16, 2005

Dear Mr. Cooper:

As indicated previously to you and members of your staff and reiterated in our
letter to you dated May 17 2005, the City of Chicago (City) intends to build the
full O’'Hare Modemization Program (OMP) in phases as described in the
Airport Layout Plan (ALP) and the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).
That phasing plan includes commissioning of new Runway 10C/28C and
proposed Taxiway Lima Lima concurrently.

The City’s intent relative to the implementation schedule and sequence for the
OMP has not changed. However, the City's ability to expeditiously proceed
with the OMP is dependant on the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).
Specifically, the FAA has not completed the following actions: approval of the
Airport Layout Plan, approval of a deviation from standards for the runway-to-
taxiway separation resulting from implementation of Taxiway Lima Lima,
tssuance of a favorable Record of Decision (ROD), and issuance of a Letter of
Intent (LOT) for a multi-year commitment of $300 million in Airport
Improvement Program (AIP) funding for Phase I of the OMP. Notwithstanding
the airlines’ continuing support for implementation of the OMP, these
uncompleted items impede the City’s ability to sccure additional funding for
capacity enhancement and furtherance of the remaining OMP projects.

Ample evidence of the City’s intent to implement the full OMP exists.
Agreeing with O’Hare’s airlines to fund a major portion of the OMP and
proceeding at risk with various design actjvities in advance of the various FAA
approvals needed to implement the OMP are two excellent examples.
Completion of the FAA’s review and approval process and timely issuance of
an LOI commitment will help ensure that negotiations to fund implementation
of the remaining elements of the program, including Taxiway Lima Lima, can
proceed expeditiously.
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As a final point of clarification, contrary to the statement in your June 16 2005 letter, the
City believes the operational benefits of Phase 1 of the OMP would materialize as
analyzed in the EIS for 2009 even if Taxiway Lima Lima were not commissioned
concurrently with Runway 10C/28C. Alternate taxi flows, as discussed with the FAA’s
OMP air traffic team in 2003, are available to achieve the same operating results.

Sincerel

Roseman%olm

Executive Director




