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[bookmark: _Toc475108170]Microsoft Access Airport Data Importer Tool

The following steps will guide you through the process of using the airport-data-importer.mdb file to convert the APT.txt file available from the National Flight Data Center’s 56 Day NASR Subscription, Airports and Other Landing Facilities (APT) data file into data sets it contains.

[bookmark: _Toc475108171]Obtaining the Tool and Source Data

· Create a “NFDC” folder at the root of your computer’s C: drive. This is required for the Microsoft Access Airport Data Importer Tool to function.
· Download and extract the contents of the “Microsoft Access Airport Data Importer Tool” (https://www.faa.gov/airports/airport_safety/airportdata_5010/media/airport-data-importer-access.zip) from “Airport Data & Contact Information” (https://www.faa.gov/airports/airport_safety/airportdata_5010/#importer) to C:\NFDC.
· Go to the “Aeronautical Information Services – National Flight Data Center (NFDC), 28 Day NASR Subscription” (https://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/flight_info/aeronav/aero_data/NASR_Subscription/) page and click on one of the subscription date links.
· Scroll down to “Legacy (TXT) Data” and right-click on the “Airports and Other Landing Facilities (APT)” link, saving the “APT.zip” file to C:\NFDC.
· Scroll down on the same page and right-click on the “Layout Data for Airports and Other Landing Facilities (APT)” link, saving the “apt_rf.txt” file to C:\NFDC. This file contains the description of all data fields in “APT.txt”. When the date at the top of this document changes there is a possibility that the data structure of any of the tables in “APT.txt” has been modified.
· Extract the APT.zip file to the same folder (not a sub-folder), creating the APT.txt file.

[bookmark: _Toc475108172]Processing the Data

· Open the ‘airport-data-importer-access.mdb’ file and double-click ‘Import APT Text File’. This will result in four tables containing the selected airport data. These will be updated the next time ‘Import APT Text Files’ is double-clicked.
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The following steps will guide you through the process of using the airport-data-importer.xlsx file to convert the APT.txt file available from the National Flight Data Center’s 56 Day NASR Subscription, Airports and Other Landing Facilities (APT) data file into the data sets it contains.
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· Download and extract the contents of the “Microsoft Excel Airport Data Importer Tool” (https://www.faa.gov/airports/airport_safety/airportdata_5010/media/airport-data-importer-excel.zip) from “Airport Data & Contact Information” (https://www.faa.gov/airports/airport_safety/airportdata_5010/#importer) to any convenient location.
· Go to the “Aeronautical Information Services – National Flight Data Center (NFDC), 28 Day NASR Subscription” (https://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/flight_info/aeronav/aero_data/NASR_Subscription/) page and click on one of the subscription date links.
· Scroll down to “Legacy (TXT) Data” and right-click on the “Airports and Other Landing Facilities (APT)” link, saving the “APT.zip” file to the “airport-data-importer-excel” folder created when the “airport-data-importer-excel.zip” file was extracted. Extract the APT.txt file to the same folder, not an APT sub-folder.
· Scroll down on the same page and right-click on the “Layout Data for Airports and Other Landing Facilities (APT)” link, saving the “apt_rf.txt” file to the “airport-data-importer-excel” folder. This contains the description of all data fields in “APT.txt”. When the date at the top of this document changes there is a possibility that the data structure of any of the tables in “APT.txt” has been modified. An important use of this file is described in “Dealing with Data Structure Modifications” at the end of this document.
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[bookmark: _Toc475108176]Importing Airport Source Data from Text File
· Open the airport-data-importer.xlsx file in the Airport Data folder.
· If a security warning appears click on the “Enable Editing” and then “Enable Content” buttons.
· On the APT worksheet ensure that cell A2 is selected.
· Click the Ribbon’s Data tab.
· Click the down arrow of the “Refresh All” button and then click on “Refresh” (not “Refresh All”).
· Navigate to the “airport-data-importer-excel” folder, click on the APT.txt file and then the “Import” button. The data in the “APT” worksheet will be replaced with that in the APT.txt file.
[bookmark: _Toc475108177]Exporting Facilities Data to Text File
· Click the drop menu of the “Type” field, de-select “(Select All)”, select “APT” and click the “OK” button.
· Click on the “B” column heading to select the entire column and copy this to the clipboard.
· Go to the “airport-data-importer-excel” folder and open the “Facilities.txt” file.
· Select and delete all existing text and then paste the contents of the clipboard.
· Close “Facilities.txt” and choose “Save” as needed.
[bookmark: _Toc475108178]Exporting Schedules Data to Text File
· Return to the airport-data-importer.xlsx file and click on the drop menu of the “Type” field, deselect “APT”, select “ATT” and click the “OK” button.
· Click on the “B” column heading to select the entire column and copy this to the clipboard.
· Go to the “airport-data-importer-excel” folder and open the “Schedules.txt” file.
· Select and delete all existing text and then paste the contents of the clipboard.
· Close “Schedules.txt” and choose “Save” as needed.
[bookmark: _Toc475108179]Exporting Remarks Data to Text File
· Return to the airport-data-importer.xlsx file and click on the drop menu of the “Type” field, deselect “ATT” and select “RMK”.
· Click on the “B” column heading to select the entire column and copy this to the clipboard.
· Go to the “airport-data-importer-excel” folder and open the “Remarks.txt” file.
· Select and delete all existing text and then paste the contents of the clipboard.
· Close “Remarks.txt” and choose “Save” as needed. 
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· Return to the airport-data-importer.xlsx file and click on the drop menu of the “Type” field, deselect “RMK” and select “RWY”.
· Click on the “B” column heading to select the entire column and copy this to the clipboard.
· Go to the “airport-data-importer-excel” folder and open the “Runways.txt” file.
· Select and delete all existing text and then paste the contents of the clipboard.
· Close “Runways.txt” and choose “Save” as needed. 
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· Return to the airport-data-importer.xlsx file and click on the “Facilities” worksheet tab and ensure the A2 cell is selected.
· Click the Ribbon’s Data tab.
· Click the down arrow of the “Refresh All” button and then click on “Refresh” (not “Refresh All”).
· Navigate to the “airport-data-importer-excel” folder, click on the Facilities.txt file and then the “Import” button. The data in the “Facilities” worksheet will be replaced with that in the Facilities.txt file.
[bookmark: _Toc475108182]Importing Remarks Data from Text File
· Return to the airport-data-importer.xlsx file and click on the “Remarks” worksheet tab and ensure the A2 cell is selected.
· Click the Ribbon’s Data tab.
· Click the down arrow of the “Refresh All” button and then click on “Refresh” (not “Refresh All”).
· Navigate to the “airport-data-importer-excel” folder, click on the Remarks.txt file and then the “Import” button. The data in the “Remarks” worksheet will be replaced with that in the Remarks.txt file.
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· Return to the airport-data-importer.xlsx file and click on the “Runways” worksheet tab and ensure the A2 cell is selected.
· Click the Ribbon’s Data tab.
· Click the down arrow of the “Refresh All” button and then click on “Refresh” (not “Refresh All”).
· Navigate to the “airport-data-importer-excel” folder, click on the Runways.txt file and then the “Import” button. The data in the “Runways” worksheet will be replaced with that in the Runways.txt file.
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· Return to the airport-data-importer.xlsx file and click on the “Schedules” worksheet tab and ensure the A2 cell is selected.
· Click the Ribbon’s Data tab.
· Click the down arrow of the “Refresh All” button and then click on “Refresh” (not “Refresh All”).
· Navigate to the “airport-data-importer-excel” folder, click on the Schedules.txt file and then the “Import” button.The data in the “Schedules” worksheet will be replaced with that in the Schedules.txt file.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Four tables of airport data at the selected effective date shown in column D of the Facilities worksheet are now ready for use.
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When the date at the top of the apt_rf.txt file changes there may be modifications to one or more of the tables contained in the APT.txt file making it necessary to edit the text import specifications of all modified tables. Identify these modifications by performing a document comparison in Microsoft Word between the prior and new versions of the file. The resulting markup will reveal the locations and nature of all modifications.

Microsoft Excel for Mac does not provide horizontal and vertical scrolling in the data preview of the text data import wizard. This makes it impossible to use the application to modify the text import specifications. You will need to use Microsoft Excel 2010 or greater for Windows.

[bookmark: _Toc475108186]Import Modification Steps for Microsoft Access
· In Microsoft Access open the airport-data-importer.mdb file and double-click on the ‘Create four text files for data structure changes’ macro.

[bookmark: _Toc475108187]Import Modification Steps for Microsoft Excel
· In Microsoft Excel for Windows open the airport-data-importer.xlsx file and click on the worksheet tab of a modified table.
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