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Date: September 1, 2016 No. 16-05

To:

Airport Operators, FAA Airport Certification Safety
Inspectors, ARFF Departments and Mutual Aid Units

Subject: Update on Mil-Spec Agueous Film Forming Foam (AFFF)
Point of Contact: Marc Tonnacliff, AAS-300

1.

2.

marc.tonnacliff@faa.gov, (202) 267-8732

Purpose. The purpose of this CertAlert is to:

a. Cancel CertAlert 06-02, Aqueous Film Forming Foam (AFFF) Meeting MIL-F-
24385, and CertAlert 11-02, Identifying Mil-Spec Aqueous Film Forming Foam
(AFFF).

b. Update the web address where airport operators may find qualified products on the
Department of Defense (DoD) Qualified Product Database (QPD):
http://qpldocs.dla.mil/search/parts.aspx?qpl=1910&param=QPL -24385&type=256

c. Alert readers that the QPD web site no longer requires the user to register and log in.

Background. CertAlert 06-02, Aqueous Film Forming Foam (AFFF) Meeting MIL-F-
24385, and Advisory Circular 150/5210-6 (as of version D), Aircraft Fire and Rescue
Facilities and Extinguishing Agents, require that all purchases of AFFF made after July 1,
2006, by airport operators holding an FAA Airport Operating Certificate conform to MIL-F-
24385, Fire Extinguishing Agent, Aqueous Film Forming Foam (AFFF) Liquid Concentrate,
for Fresh and Seawater.

Prior to issuing AC 150/5210-6D, airports were able to use AFFF that met UL 162, Standard
for Foam Equipment and Liquid Concentrates. However, after the issuance of AC 150/5210-
6D, and research done by the Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA), UL 162 is no
longer authorized for use at Certificated Part 139 airports. UL 162 AFFF manufactured by
different companies may not be compatible with each other and are not compatible with
MIL-F-24385.

If an airport is still using UL 162 AFFF, it may continue to do so until the supply is gone;
however, it may not purchase additional UL 162 AFFF.
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AC 150/5210-6, paragraph 3, Application, states: “This AC is not mandatory and does not
constitute a regulation. However the information it contains provides an acceptable
methodology for complying with Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Part
139, Certification of Airports (Part 139).” Chapter 6, Performance Requirements, then states:
“AFFF agents must meet the requirements of Mil-F-24385.”

There are several reasons for using MIL-F-24385 AFFF.

e AFFF meeting the Military Specification will always be compatible with other
Military Specification AFFF, no matter the manufacturer. (AFFF from different
manufacturers that meets UL 162 standards but not MIL-F-24385 might not be
compatible when mixed.)

e AFFF meeting the Military Specification requires less agent when extinguishing a fire
of the same size.

e The requirement to use the Military Specification is in concert with the National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA) National Fire Code 403, paragraph 5.1.2.1.

3. Actions.

a. Airport operators must ensure any AFFF purchased after July 1, 2006, meets Mil-
Spec standards.

i. AFFF meets Mil-Spec standards if the AFFF appears on the DoD QPD web
site.

ii. If the AFFF is NOT on the QPD, the AFFF is NOT authorized for use at
Part139 airports.

b. However, if a Part 139 airport operator:

i. Purchased the previous AFFF standard of UL 162 prior to July 1, 2006, the
airport operator can continue to use the current inventory until depleted or the
AFFF reaches the manufacturers’ expiration date; or

ii. Purchased AFFF listed on the QPD after July 1, 2006, but that AFFF is no
longer listed on the current QPD, the airport operator can continue to use the
current inventory until depleted or the AFFF reaches the manufacturers’
expiration date.

4. Additional Guidance.

a. Since the QPD is updated periodically, the FAA recommends airports check the DoD
QPD web site before each AFFF purchase.

b. Airport operators can identify which manufacturers are on the DoD QPD Mil-Spec
web site by following these steps:

i. Goto: http://gpldocs.dla.mil/search/parts.aspx?gpl=1910&param=0QPL-
24385&type=256.

ii. Check the current date at the top of the page above the Qualified Product List
table (see Figure 1).
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iii. In the table at the bottom of the page, select the desired AFFF percentage —
three or six percent (“type 3” or “type 6”) — in the “Govt Designation” column
(see Figures 2 and 3). (If you get an error message, you might need to try
accessing the site in a different browser.) The system will then display a list of
certified manufacturers. The stoplight in the “CAGE code” column indicates
the status of each listing.

e A green light indicates the AFFF information is current and up to date.
o A yellow light indicates the source is due for certification.

e Arred light indicates the source is overdue for certification. The AFFF is
still acceptable.

5. References.
a. Advisory Circular 150/5210-6, Aircraft Fire and Rescue Facilities and
Extinguishing Agents.

http://www.faa.gov/airports/resources/advisory circulars/index.cfm/go/document
current/documentNumber/150 5210-6

FAA Airport CertAlert 06-02. Canceled
FAA Airport CertAlert 11-02. Canceled

S

Brian Rushforth, Manager
Airport Safety and Operations Division, AAS-300
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Figure 1. Screenshot of QPD Main Page
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Figure 2. Screenshot of Click Type 3 Selection for List of Manufacturers (example)That Results
When Type 3 Is Selected (Example)
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&, |TYPEd ER-O-WATER 3EM.C6 AFFF NATIONAL FOAM, INC. 42622
— 350 E UNION ST source Plants
|rva 6 \ \ \ \ WEST CHESTER, PA 193823450
USA
Page 10f1 [1 | Goto Page wwiw.NationalFoam.com
D Test Refarance: NRL Report 3900 Ser 6180/0099 dated 0510212016 (Approved by NAVSEA Lir Ser 058-2016-188 dtd 05/03/16) B
ANSULITE AFC-3MS 3% AFFF | TYCO FIRE PRODUCTS LP 03670

TYCO FIRE PROTECTION PRODUCTS source Plants]
1 STANTON ST

MARINETTE, W1 541432542 !
b
Test Raferance: NRL Report 3900 Ser 6180/0185 dated 11/13/2015(Approved by NAVSEA Lir Ser 055/2015-468 dtd 12/14/15)
ARCTIC 3% MIL-SPEC AFFF AMEREX CORPORATION 7FZD9 |[source POC:
SOLBERG COMPANY, THE

source Plants
1520 BROOKFIELD AVE

GREEN BAY, W 543138808
USA

www.solergfoam.com D!
st Reference: NRL Report 3900 Ser §180/0028 dated 02202016 (Approved by NAVSEA LIr Ser 055-2016-136 dtd 03129/16)
CHEMGUARD 3% AFFF C-301MS _|TYCO FIRE PRODUCTS LP 03670
TYCO FIRE PROTECTION PRODUCTS
1 STANTON ST
MARINETTE, W1 541432542
A

source Plants]

Test Reference: NRL Rpt. 6160-0047AFWW 30 January 1997 i
CHEMGUARD C306-MS 3% AFFF | TYCO FIRE PRODUCTS LP
TYCO FIRE PROTECTION PRODUCTS
1 STANTON ST
MARINETTE, W1 541432542

A

03670
source Plants

D!
Test Raference: NRL Report 3800 Ser 8180/0185 dated 11/13/2015(Approved by NAVSEA Lir Ser 055/2015-488 dtd 12/14/15)
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Figure 3. Screenshot of Type 6 That Results When Type 3 Is Selected (Example)
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'Y A Source Name
ovt Designatio P < ote! AER-O-WATER 6EM-C6 AFFF NATIONAL FOAM, INC. 42622
TYPE 3 350 E UNION ST source Plants
WEST CHESTER, PA 193523450
& [mree | | | | usA
www.NationalFoam.com
Fl<l»4 Page1of1 |1 Go to Page Test Reference: NRL Report 3900 Ser 6180/0100 dated 05/02/2016 (Approved by NAVSEA Itr 05S-2016-188 dtd 5/3/16) b
ANSULITE AFC-6MS 6% AFFF TYCO FIRE PRODUCTS LP 03670
TYCO FIRE PROTECTION PRODUCTS source Plants]
1 STANTON ST
MARINETTE, WI 541432542
A
Test Reference: NRL Report 3900 Ser 6180/0185 dated 11/13/2015(Approved by NAVSEA Lir Ser 05S/2015-46 dtd 12/14/15) "
ARCTIC 6% MIL-SPEC AFFF AMEREX CORPORATION TFZDA |[source POC!
SOLBERG COMPANY, THE source Plants]
1520 BROOKFIELD AVE
GREEN BAY, W1 543138808
UsA
wiwsolbergfoam.com b
Test Reference: NRL Report 3900 Ser 6180/0028 dated 02/29/2016 (Approved by NAVSEA Ser 055/2016-136 dtd 03/29/16)
CHEMGUARD C606-MS 6% AFFF TYCO FIRE PRODUCTS LP 03670
TYCO FIRE PROTECTION PRODUCTS source Plants]
1 STANTCON ST
MARINETTE, WI 541432542
USA
b
Test Reference: NRL Report 3900 Ser 6180/0185 dated 11/13/2015(Approved by NAVSEA Ltr Ser 055/2015-469 dtd 12/14/15)
FIREADE 2000-MIL6 AFFF CONCENTRATE | FIRE SERVICE PLUS, INC 3G5R1 |[source POC
180 ETOWAHK TRACE source Plants
FAYETTEVILLE, GA 302145902
usa
http:iwww fireade com
Test Reference: NRL Ltr 3005 Ser 6180/0249, 02 Nov 2010 b
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