
The Ohio State University Airport 

SMS Implementation Study
 

The Ohio State University Airport

(Don Scott Field)
 

Columbus, Ohio
 

Presented at the
 
FAA SMS Roundtable
 

Thursday November 3, 2011
 
Washington, DC
 

Seth Young, Ph.D., C.M., CFI
 
OSU SMS Implementation Principal Investigator
 



The Ohio State University Airport 

SMS Implementation

Study


FAA SMS Roundtable
 
Nov. 3, 2011
 

Agenda 

• KOSU Background 

• SMS Progress and Activities Performed 

• Issues and Concerns 

• Q&A 



The Ohio State University Airport

The Ohio State University Airport (KOSU)
14CFR Part 139 Class IV, GA Reliever

• 80, 000 annual op erations
• All departments operated by The Ohio State University 

•	 FBO, Line Services, Airfield Operations, Aircraft Maintenance, 
Business Office, Flight Education 

•	 Home to several local company flight departments 
•	 Approximately 170 based aircraft 
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Unit of OSU College of Engineering, 
Department of Aviation 

University owned and operated 
• FBO 
• Airfield/Facilities Maintenance 
• Aircraft Maintenance Shop 
• Community Outreach 

Serves as academic flight lab for 
Department of Aviation and 
research lab for 
OSU Center for Aviation Studies 

Students employed in all areas of 
the airport 
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Project Summary 

SMS Gap Analysis Pilot Project (Round 2), 2008. 

Key Findings: 

• Overall safe airport 

• Informal safety management practices 

SMS Draft Document, 2009 

• Focused on SMS Policy and SRM Components 
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SMS Implementation Project, 2010 - 2011 

Project Components 

• Formation & Meetings of Airport SMS Safety Committee 

• SRA Activities in three areas of operation: 

• Airfield Incursions 

• Wildlife Hazards 

• Ramp Operations 

• Hazard Reporting Program 

•	 SMS Website and web-based hazard analysis 

To date: Project approximately 90% completed 



Figure 1: SMS Project Schedule-The Ohio State University Airport 

Timeline: August 2010 - August 2011 (Through Jan 2011) 

Tasks Aug-10 Sep-10 Oct-10 Nov-10 Dec-10 Jan-11 Feb-11 Mar-11 Apr-11 May-11 Jun-11 Jul-11 Aug-11 

AIP Grant Award / Project Plan 

Meeting of Safety Committee 

Risk Assessment 1: Airfield Incursions 

Background Research 

Data Collection 

Analysis 

Risk Assessment 2: Ramp Operations 

Background Research 

Data Collection 

Analysis 

Risk Assessment 3: Wildlife Hazards 

Background Research 

Data Collection 

Analysis 

Web Based Hazard Reporting & Analysis Tool 
Development 

Internal Audit 

Monthly Reports 

Final Report 
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The Ohio State University Airport 

Name Department/Organization 

Dale Gelter Airfield Operations 

Sue Riggs FBO Customer Service 

Ashley Webb University Flight Education 

Tony Barrell Aircraft Maintenance 

Dan Murphy FBO Line Service 

Mike Fetch ARFF 

Deral Carson Air Traffic Control 

Tom Butler USDA Wildlife Services 

Colin Henry MedFlight 

Darrick Helmuth Capital City Aviation (Flying Club) 

Lowell Dowler Corporate Flt. Dept. Tenant 

Airport Safety Committee 
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Safety Risk Assessments – Defining the Risk 
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Safety Risk Assessments – Defining the Risk 
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Safety Risk Assessments 

• Airfield Incursions 

• Wildlife Hazards 

• Ramp Area Analysis 

Multi-day efforts 

• Initial meetings with SMS Safety Committee 
• Individual interviews with airport users 
• Hazard report collection 
• Internal Analysis 
• Review with SMS Safety Committee 
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Hazard Reporting 
Data Collection Activities 

• Red binders and signs located in 
various departments 

• Passenger terminal, Line 
Service, flight club, Flight Ed. 

• Binder contains instructions, 
reporting forms, and submission 
envelope 
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Hazard Reporting Data Collection Activities 

• Online reporting via OSU Airport SMS webpage 



S

The Ohio State University Airport 

MS Implementation Study

FAA SMS Roundtable
 

Nov. 3, 2011
 

Safety Risk Assessments – Airfield Incursions 
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RWY 5-23 & TWY A Intersection 
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RWY 23 & 27R 
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RWY 32 
Threshold 
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RWY 32 APCH 
ZONE 



The Ohio State University Airport 

SMS Implementation Study
FAA SMS Roundtable 

Nov. 3, 2011 



The Ohio State University Airport 

SMS Implementation Study

FAA SMS Roundtable
 

Nov. 3, 2011
 

Safety Risk Assessments – Airfield Incursions 
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Safety Risk Assessments – Airfield Incursions 
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Safety Risk Assessment – Wildlife Hazards 

• Historical FAA Strike Data and Recent Strike Data 

• Worked with on-site USDA professional 
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Safety Risk Assessment – Ramp/Non-movement area 
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Safety Risk Assessment – Ramp/Non-movement area 
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Hangar 4 
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Safety Risk Assessment – Ramp/Non-movement area 
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Safety Risk Assessment – Ramp/Non-movement area 
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Safety Risk Assessment – Ramp/Non-movement area 
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Safety Risk Assessment – Ramp/Non-movement area 
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Next Steps 

• Implementing resolutions to medium risk areas 

• Completion of program audit 

• Acceptance and promotion of safety culture 

• Increase participation in hazard reporting process 

• Further formalization of the SMS process 

• Will need to hire a dedicated SMS manager eventually 
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Contact information: 

Seth Young 
Center for Aviation Studies
 
The Ohio State University
 

e-mail: young.1460@osu.edu
 
Tel. 614-292-4556 

Thank you. Questions welcomed. 

mailto:young.1460@osu.edu
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