S

U.S. Department FAA Alaskan Region

of Transportation 222 W. 7th Avenue, Box 14
Anchorage, Alaska

Federal Aviation 99513-7587

Administration
April 28, 2009

Archie Giddings, Director of Public Works
City of Wasilla

290 E. Herning Ave.

Wasilla, Alaska 99654-7091

Dear Mr. Giddings:

Wasilla Municipal Airport
"As-Built" Airport Layout Plan (ALP) Approval

We have completed a review of the "revised" ALP for the Wasilla airport. The ALP is
conditionally approved. This approval is subject to the condition that future development
may not be undertaken without environmental approval by the Federal Aviation
Administration. Please note that future development at this airport will require an ALP
‘update” using the current advisory circular on airport design (AC150/5300-13).

At this time we are unable to approve the attached ALP narrative and its forecast. See
attached comments.

We have enclosed a copy of the signed ALP for your records. Contact Gabriel Mahns
at 271-3665 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

{2505

Pat Oien, Lead Planner
Airports Division

Enclosures:
Wasilla ALP "As-Built"



Attachment to Wasilla Municipal Airport
Airport Layout Plan Approval Letter
Airspace Case # 03AAL-57NRA
April 28, 2009

Comments and questions concerning the forecast update:

Page 2 of the document states "settled on a long-term growth rate of 3 percent
per year", based on historical population data and trends in the area's economy.
It is recommended that the socioeconomic data be included in the forecast
document. A three percent annual growth rate, especially in the near-mid term,
seems like it could be high. Without being able to see the supporting data, it is
difficult to make a judgment on the soundness of the assumed growth rate.

Page 2 states that the US Army National Guard (ARNG) uses the airport
occasionally for its Sherpa C-23 training, but, because of runway length they
primarily use Palmer and Kenai airports. Table 2 (on page 3) shows 312
operations in 2008 for the ARNG's Sherpa C-23. Are the 312 operations part of
the "occasional" use? Where did this number come from?

The ARNG's Sherpa C-23 operations (in addition to the various Alaska
Department of Natural Resources operations) grow at an annual rate of 3 percent
per year, according to the data in Table 2. What is the rationale for applying the
GA growth rate (3%) to these military/state operations? Not sure if this is
appropriate.

The Alaska Department of Natural Resources Sherpa C-23 operations jump from
12 in 2008 to 100 in 2013. Please explain this significant increase. We assume
this growth would be due to the longer runway being available, but it is not
entirely clear.

Do you have any supporting documentation and or commitments from any of
your potential customers?
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