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Bulletin: 2010-07 
Subject: AFFF Requirements 
Issue Date: August 5, 2010 
Revised Date:  
 
Contact: Evelyn Martinez 
Phone: 718-553-3348 
Email: evelyn.martinez@faa.gov 
 
Application: This bulletin is being sent to all ARFF and Operations Personnel. Please 
distribute as necessary. 
  
Background:  
National FAA Cert Alert 06-02 was issued in 2006 to notify airport operators that any 
Aqueous Film Forming Foam (AFFF) purchased after July 1, 2006, must meet the 
requirements of Mil-F-24385.   
 
In addition, AC 150/5210-6D Aircraft Fire and Rescue Facilities and Extinguishing Agents, 
Chapter 6 states that AFFF agents must meet the requirements of MII-F-24385F.   
 
Recent assessments of AFFF foam inventories at Part 139 airports nationwide have found 
that a number of airports have purchased AFFF where the container labels state that the 
foam meets Mil-F-24385, however, the AFFF is not listed on the Department of Defense 
(DOD) Qualified Product Database (QPD) and/or the container label does not state that 
the foam meets Mil-F-24385 leading to confusion.  Therefore, in order to insure that 
AFFF does indeed meet Mil-F-24385 specifications, any foam purchased since July 
1, 2006, must be on the DOD QPD list. 
 
National FAA policy guidance is currently under development which will provide further 
clarification on this issue.  We expect that any AFFF purchased after July 1, 2006, that is 
not on the DOD QPD will likely be considered not acceptable for meeting the agent 
requirements in Title 14 CFR Part 139.317.    
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Action Required: 
Airport operators need to insure that any AFFF purchased in the future is listed on the 
DOD QPD for Mil-F-24385 foam. 
 
Airport operators should check their existing agent inventories of AFFF purchased since 
July 1, 2006.  Any AFFF purchased since July 1, 2006 that is not on the DOD QPD 
should be taken out of service and replacement AFFF ordered if needed to maintain 
sufficient reserve foam inventories. 
 
IF you have AFFF foam that is NOT on the QPL, please specify the amounts that you 
currently have on hand and the date that the amounts were purchased. This information 
will be critical in our decision making about what to do with the foam already in 
inventory.  

 
   How to identify Mil-Spec certified manufacturers: 
         1. Go to https://assist.daps.dla.mil/ 
         2. Register 
         3. You will receive an account number and password 
         4. On your first log-in you will be prompted to change the 
            temporary password 
                i.     Use only lower case, 
                ii.    at least 8 characters long with 
                iii.   at least one number, 
                iv.   no special characters or letters using the shift key 
 
   Once logged on: 

1. You will see QPD on the left side, click on the hyperlink 
2. Click on the Search tab 
3. Enter the QPL Number-QPL-24385 and click Search 
4. Then click on the MIL-F-24385  link 
5. Then click on the AFFF % (Type 3 or 6) and it will take you to a list of 

certified manufacturers that will be denoted with either red or green light 
indicating certification status. 
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Click on the link to QPL-24385-35 
NOT 1 
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Click on the link, View QPD data 

Click either 3% or 6% to view list 
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DOD QPD List of approved 3% AFFF meeting Mil-F-24385 

 
 
The AFFF with a red light indicates that recertification is overdue; however, the AFFF is 
still considered acceptable for meeting Mil-F-24385 specifications.  When checking the 
AFFF containers confirm that both the Mil-F-24385 specification is noted and that the 
company is on the QPD list.  
 
This QPD is updated periodically, therefore we recommend checking the DOD 
QPD before each AFFF purchase. 
 


