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Pilots: Towers really stink!
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Towers

• More than 85,000 communication 
towers in the USA in 2005.

• 7,000 new towers built each year.

• At that rate, the number of towers 
will double by 2017.

Statistics from July/August Agricultural Aviation Magazine
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Wind Generators

• The growth rate of wind 
generators is expected to exceed 
that of communication towers.

• The Dakotas are a prime location 
for wind farms.

• Increasing fuel costs will make 
wind farms more competitive.

• Statistics from July/August Agricultural Aviation Magazine



Federal Aviation
Administration 9

Presentation Title – Towers

October 27 & 28, 2010

Test 
Towers

• Test towers are typically less than 200’ so typically they 
do not need to be obstruction lighted or marked.

• They are set up for a duration to determine the sites 
wind potential, then moved, making them a constantly 
changing location.

Statistics from July/August Agricultural Aviation Magazine
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Structures

• Grain Elevators

• Buildings

• Power lines

• Wildlife attractants

• Lights
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Airspace Study

• Structures meeting 
filing criteria must be 
studied.
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Airspace Study
• Study will determine if it is:

– Not an obstruction
• No objections determination

– Obstruction
• The proposal will be circulated to people who may be 

impacted.
• A determination will be made:

– Not a hazard – no object
– Hazard – determination will be objectable
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Hazard Prevention
Who stops the construction of the hazard – FAA?

• The FAA does not have the ability to stop 
construction of a hazard.

• The airport is responsible for stopping the 
construction.

20.  Hazard Removal and Mitigation.  It will take 
appropriate action to assure that such terminal airspace as 
is required to protect instrument and visual operations to 
the airport (including established minimum flight altitudes) 
will be adequately cleared and protected by removing, 
lowering, relocating, marking, or lighting or otherwise 
mitigating existing airport hazards and by preventing the 
establishment or creation of future airport hazards. 
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Hazard Prevention

How can I protect my airport?

• Land acquisition
– Fee
– Easement

• Zoning
• The Dakotas have state laws 

that prohibit construction of 
obstructions to public 
airports.
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Questions?
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