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LAND
How much is really needed?

• What is the current use of airport?

• What is the future use of airport?

• What does current Master
Plan/ALP with Environmental
review show you need?

• What is required? Recommended?
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FAA Requires:

• Object Free Area
(OFA)
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• Object Free Area

• Taxiway Object
Free Area
(TOFA)

FAA Requires:
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• Object Free Area

• Taxiway Object
Free Area

• Airport
Development

FAA Requires:
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Land Acquisition under AIP
Must comply with Title 49-Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR), Part 24, Uniform Relocation
Assistance for Federal and Federally Assisted
Programs (Uniform Act)

1.Provides minimum real property acquisition policies

2.Requires equitable treatment of persons displaced

3.If FAA funds are used in any phase of the project, the rules of
the Uniform Act apply

4.FAA Advisory Circular 150/5100-17 titled Land Acquisition and
Relocation Assistance for Airport Improvement Program
Assisted Projects provides guidance to assist airport sponsors
in conformance of the Uniform Act
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Compliance with Grant Assurrances,
specifically Conditions 20 & 21

FAA also Requires:
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Hazard Removal and Mitigation

Grant Assurance 20

The airport sponsor will take appropriate
action to assure airspace is cleared and

protected by removing existing hazards and
preventing future hazards.

(HOW?- By Land Ownership/Aviation
Easements/Zoning/Land Use Plans)
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Compatible Land Use
Grant Assurance 21

The airport sponsor will take appropriate
action, to the extent reasonable to restrict
the use of land in the vicinity of the airport
to activities compatible with normal airport

activities.

(Airport Land Use Plans incorporated with
local zoning and development boards)
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Strongly Recommended Land
Acquisition

• Runway Protection
Zone (RPZ) Runway

Protection Zone
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Strongly Recommended Land
Acquisition

• Transitional
Surface Runway

Protection Zone

Transitional
Surface
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Strongly Recommended Land
Acquisition

• Approach Surface
Runway
Protection Zone

Transitional
Surface

Approach
Surface
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Strongly Recommended Land
Acquisition

• Departure Surface
Runway
Protection Zone

Transitional
Surface

Approach
Surface

Departure
Surface
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Land Acquisition
How to do it?

• Land Acquisition Project 20 Step Checklist

http://www.faa.gov/airports/environmental/rel
ocation_assistance/land_acquisition_under_a
ip/land_project_checklist/
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FAA LAND PROJECT CHECKLIST –
20 STEPS (Each project is unique)
1-Develop Exhibit A Property Map that clearly
delineates the land to be required

2-Consult with FAA Program Manager to
verify that the proposed parcels are identified
on an approval ALP

3-Verify environmental requirements of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) are
met

4-Prepare surveys and plats for the proposed
property acquisition
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5-Order preliminary title search to confirm
ownership and encumbrances (easements) on
property title

6-Select and negotiate contract for qualified
appraiser and review appraiser

7-Select and negotiate contract for
Environmental Site Assessment (ESA)
consultant (if not completed in prior project
planning phases)

8-Select and negotiate contract for qualified
land acquisition and relocation consultant, if
necessary
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9-Conduct Environmental Site Assessment of
property suspected of being contaminated

10-Prepare relocation plan if there are any
persons to be displaced

11-Perform appraisals and appraisal review,
and approve appraised fair market value. The
property owner shall be given the opportunity
to accompany the appraiser on the inspection
of property

12- Submit appraisal and review appraisal
reports to the FAA if required by Program
Manager
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13-Make written offer of just compensation.

14-Negotiate purchase agreement. If
reasonable attemps to negotiate a settlement
fails, the acquistion may be referred to
sponsors attorney for condemnation under
the airport’s eminent domain authority

15-Closing/court award, title conveyance, and
schedule possession of acquired property.
(Sponsor’s attorney, title company, escrow
agent)

16-Complete relocation of assistance of
displaced persons
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17-Clear the property for airport project use

18-Furnish project application with Exhibit A
property map and land acquisition cost
breakdown sheet.

19-Execute land acquisition grant agreement
(Read grant assurances-lifetime impacts)

20-Submit final outlay report and Request for
Reimbursement for Construction Programs
and make final drawdown.



Federal Aviation
Administration

2012 Fall Seminar
October 10 & 11, 2012

ADMINSTRATIVE SETTLEMENT OPTION -

“Agreed settlement in excess of the sponsor’s offer
of just compensation made for acceptable
administrative reasons to reflect the public interest”
Under the Uniform Act, reasonable attempts to expedite acquisitions by
agreements with owners to avoid litigation and relieve congestion in the
courts are encouraged. Administrative settlements may be accepted
given the following justification:

1. The probable range of testimony in litigation.

2. The type of property involved and damages, if any.

3. Recent court awards in the vicinity (particularly involving similar property).

4. A summary of the negotiation effort and the recommendation of the
negotiator to conclude the purchase with a settlement.

5. The estimate of trial cost, including preparations.

6. The advice and opinion of legal counsel.
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Strategic Timing

• It takes about 2-3 years of preparation for a
simple land acquisition to go under grant so
plan ahead in the CIP this fall

• Preparation includes: (20 steps)

– Environmental Assessment (EA)

– Updated Exhibit A property map

– Appraisal using guidance in AC 150/5100-17

– Negotiate land contracts and purchase agreements

– MUST OWN LAND TO APPLY FOR GRANT!
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Education

• Decision makers and public must be
educated on why land is needed for the
airport

– Preparation for Current/Future development in ALP

– To meet existing standards – Approach, RPZ, IFR

– Noise impacted areas

– Know the eminent domain process for your airport

– Identify negative impacts of not acquiring land

– Discuss funding programs from FAA/state

.
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Funding
Land acquisition necessary for current airport

purposes is eligible for AIP funding.

http://www.faa.gov/airports/great_lakes/about

_airports/bis_ado/bis_ado_web/

• Object Free Area

• Taxiway Object Free Area

• Necessary for Airport Development

• Approach, Departure, and Transitional surfaces
necessary to protect against RFD

• Runway Protection Zones
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Funding

Land acquisition can be reimbursed
under current laws provided it is done
in accordance with Federal guidelines.

1. Update ALP to show zoning surfaces for
IFR airspace and departure surfaces

2. Land Use planning is eligible only if part of
a Master Plan project

3. Land costs today are inflating due to
improved farm prices and oil rights
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Importance of Zoning

• Why should I care what the City/County is
planning around my airport?

Safety of people and property on the
ground within your community

Safe aircraft operations.

Prudent use of public funds.

Required by FAA Assurances 20 & 21.
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ZONING

• Do you know what your community and
county planners are planning around your
airport? (Road bypass, hotels, lagoons,
hospitals, towers, oil wells, powerlines, etc)

• Do the community and county planners
know what your planning on your airport?
(Runway extension, IFR procedures, land
use plans, airport navaids, etc)

• TOO MANY SUPRISES…COMMUNICATE !!!
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Zoning

• Approach

Surface

Runway Protection
Zone

Transitional
Surface

Approach
Surface

Departure
Surface
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Zoning

• Departure

Surface

Runway Protection
Zone

Transitional
Surface

Approach
Surface

Departure
Surface
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Zoning

• Transitional
Surface

Runway Protection
Zone

Transitional
Surface

Approach
Surface

Departure
Surface
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Zoning

• Horizontal

Surface
Runway
Protection Zone

Transitional
Surface

Approach
Surface

Departure
Surface

Horizontal
Surface
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Zoning

• Conical

Surface
Runway
Protection Zone

Transitional
Surface

Approach
Surface

Departure
Surface

Horizontal
Surface

Conical
Surface
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Zoning

Can the airport

sponsor explain

airport zoning

to the decision

makers or a

zoning board?

Runway
Protection Zone

Transitional
Surface

Approach
Surface

Departure
Surface

Horizontal
Surface

Conical
Surface
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Land Use Planning

• The Good? - Golf Courses
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Land Use Planning

• The BAD - Detention or retention ponds.

Advisory Circular 150/5200-33, “Hazardous
Wildlife Attractants on or Near Airports”
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The Good, the Bad and the Ugly

• The UGLY - Landfills.

 FAA Order 5200.5A, “Waste Disposal Sites Near Airports”

 Any landfill proposal or expansion within 5 nautical miles of
a runway end should be submitted to the FAA for airspace
OE/AAA on-line process.
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Landfills will be considered incompatible with
local airport if:

located within 10,000 feet of any runway end (existing
or planned) used by turbine powered aircraft

located within 5,000 feet of any runway end (existing
or planned) used by piston powered aircraft

located within 5 nautical miles of a runway end that
attracts or sustains hazardous bird movements
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What should not be in RPZ?
 Residences/ areas of public assembly (schools, offices,

churches, hospitals). Fueling, wastewater, substations.

 Recreational ( golf course, sports field, amusement park)

 New Interim Guidance on Land Uses Within RPZ-stay tuned

 GOAL- “It is desirable to clear all obstacles from the RPZ”
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Some Lands Things to Consider
• Is the area in an approach or departure zone?

– If so, prevent development from obstructing aircraft
operations. (see FAR Part 77 and AC 150/5300-13 Appdix 2)

• Is the area in a Runway Protection Zone an
approach or departure zone?
– If so, limit development to compatible land uses.

• Is the area in a noise impacted area?
– If so, limit development compatible with noise limits (see

FAR Part 150).

• Does development or activity attract wildlife?
– If so, prevent activity and or mitigate wildlife attractant?

– Adopt land use plans for airport with city and county
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Resources

• FAR Part 77 “Notice of Construction….”

• FAR Part 150 “Airport Noise Compatibility
Planning”

• Advisory Circular

– 150/5300-13 “Airport Design”

– 150/5190-4 “A Model Zoning Ordinance to Limit Height of
Objects Around Airports”

• Policy and Procedures Memorandum 5190.6
“Guidance for Leases, Use Agreements and
Land Releases.”
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QUESTIONS?


