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14 CFR part 139- Certification of Airports

This part prescribes the rules governing the certification and operation of airports in 
the United States, the District of Columbia, or any territory or possession of the U.S.
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Time to cut the grass?

Ref:  Part 139.311(d)…“properly maintain” includes keeping each item unobscured and 
clearly visible; and ensuring that each item provides an accurate reference to the user.
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Is this runway edge marking still 36 inches wide?

Ref:  Part 139.311(d) Each certificate holder must properly maintain each marking, 
sign, or lighting system installed and operated on the airport.
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Where is the safety flag?

Ref:  FAA Advisory Circular 150/5210-5D, Painting, Marking, and Lighting of Vehicles 
Used on an Airport
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Airfield inspections; drive slow, take your time!

Ref: Part 139.305(a)(3)  The pavement must be free of cracks or surface deteriorations 
that produces loose aggregate or other contaminants.
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Runway centerline obscured;  NOTAM required?

Ref:  Part 139.339 Airport Condition Reporting
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Inspectors will be looking for the new ERG

Ref:  Part 139.319(j) Each ARFF vehicle responding to an emergency on the airport 
must be equipped with or have available through a direct communication link, an ERG.
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A successful ARFF timed response drill!

Ref:  Part 139.319(h) Response requirements;  Note:  Inspectors will only request a 
discharge of water or dry chemical (no foam) during the timed response drill
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All Part 139 airports must have a primary wind cone

Ref:  Part 139.323(a) and FAA Advisory Circular 150/5430-30J, Design and Installation 
Details for Airport Visual Aids.
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Anything odd in this picture?  (not a camera trick)

Ref:  FAA Advisory Circular 150/5345-44K, Specification for Runway and Taxiway Signs.
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Are your runway markings visible?

Ref:  Part 139.311(d)…”properly maintain” includes cleaning…keeping each item 
unobscured and clearly visible; and…provides an accurate reference to the user.
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Runway approach lighting; is it frangible?

Ref:  Part 139.309 These objects must be constructed…on frangibly mounted 
structures…with the frangible point no higher than 3 inches above grade.
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