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What is a Modification of Standard? 
“Modification of Standards (MOS)” means any 
change to FAA standards, other than 
dimensional standards for RSAs or equipment 
standards for ARFF vehicles, applicable to: 

– Airport design*; 
– Construction (new, reconstruction, expansion or 

upgrade); or 
– Equipment procurement project; or 
– General Provision (GP) alterations. 

*NOTE: MOSs to geometrics standards, must be 
noted in the MOS table on the ALD/ALP with FAA 
approval date and airspace [MOS ID] number. 
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What is NOT a Construction 
Modification of Standard? 

• Proper editing of AC 150/5370-10: 
– Engineering notes, shown between asterisk lines, 

explain the options available to the Engineer when 
developing the spec and the appropriate changes that 
are allowed or [bracket] choices that must be made; 

– Deletion of entire paragraphs if N/A to the project; 
– Additional sentences may be added, as long as it does 

modify the construction materials, methods, standards, 
or QC and QA testing.  Clarifications only. 

• Please show changes edits with track 
changes on for P&S review submittal 
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Why do I need FAA approval for a 
MOS? 

• Grant Assurance 34. Policies, Standards, 
and Specifications. 
– It will carry out the project in accordance with 

policies, standards, and specifications approved by 
the Secretary including but not limited to the 
advisory circulars listed in the Current FAA Advisory 
Circulars for AIP Projects, dated 7/1/05 and included 
in this grant, and in accordance with applicable state 
policies, standards, and specifications approved by 
the Secretary. 
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Why do I need FAA approval for a 
MOS? 

• Sponsor Certification of Project Plans and
Specifications (FAA Form 5100-132): 
1. The plans and specifications were prepared in

accordance with applicable Federal standards and 
requirements, so no deviation or modification to 
standards set forth in the advisory circulars, or State 
standard, is necessary other than those previously
approved by the FAA. 

If not approved in advance, alterations will 
jeopardize FAA’s ability to fund the 

expenditures! 
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Where is the MOS Tool? … AGIS 
https://airports-gis.faa.gov/public/index.html 
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New User Registration 
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Sponsor AGIS Home Page 
ONLY SPONSORS CAN CREATE AN MOS! 
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Sponsor MOS Creation Screens 
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Sponsor Post MOS Creation Screen 

• Sponsor has Two Choices 
– Input MOS information him/herself 
– Delegate a Staff Member or Consultant to 

Prepare 
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Sponsor Delegation Screen 
• Presently 113 pages of Consultant names 
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Sponsor Delegation is Filterable by: 
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Sponsor Delegation is Sortable 
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Adding Delegates 
After clicking Consultant’s name, it will ask 
you (Sponsor) their role… 

At bottom of page a list is generated of those 
who can look at (view) and work on (update) 
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Sponsor MOS Creation & 
Delegation Demo 
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Consultants AGIS Home Page 
Delegated Consultant will now have an 
MOS in the “My MOS” list 
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Consultant/Sponsor Draft Tab Screen 
Background Subtab Draft Tab 

Input information applicable to the MOS. 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

17 



Consultant/Sponsor Draft Tab Screen 
MOS Subtab Draft Tab 

MOS Justification. Tell us your story. 
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Consultant/Sponsor Draft Tab Screen 
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Create Draft Subtab Draft Tab 

• Consultant/Sponsor has Two Choices 
– Propose Draft 
– Terminate MOS 



After you hit Propose Draft… 
• You will get a pop-up where can input 

comments 

• And Propose Draft Again…. MOS moves on 
for the Sponsor to take action. 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

20 



Sponsor’s Next Steps 
• Log back into AGIS and pull up the MOS 

under “My MOS” by MOS ID Number. 
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Opening MOS reveals… 
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Clicking on the Sponsor’s Tab… 
• Under Sponsor Tab, MOS is summarized for 

Sponsor’s Review and Action 

• Sponsor has Three Action Choices: 
– Submit 
– Not Accept 
– Terminate MOS 
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A Pop-up Appears after 
Submitting 

And after checking the box and hitting Submit: 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

24 



Sponsor MOS Submittal Demo 
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What Happens & When 

• Online tool mandatory after 3/31/2018 per 
FAA Order 5300.1G 

• ADO/RO will generate .pdf of MOS out of 
tool for your records when MOS complete 
(will be similar to MOS form currently in 
use) 
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General Guidance on MOS 
Submittals 

• File a separate MOS for each specification, but 
may summarize a single specification’s changes 
in one change tracked document. 

• Include drawings and sketches with details. 
• For use of a different material: 

– Include a materials comparison; 
– State the test requirements for the standard and the tests of 

the material you propose to use; 
• Stick to facts. Avoid personal opinions. 
• Avoid justifications without substance. 
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Use of State Highway Specifications 
49 USC 47144 

• State Highway Specifications: 
– Developed for highway loads not airport loads 
– May not seek AIP funds for rehabilitation or 

reconstruction for 10 years after construction (grant 
special condition) 

– May need to increase pavement layer thickness’s 
See table A1-1 for amount of additional thickness 
(next slide) 

• Will require a MOS to utilize in accordance 
with FAA Order 5100.1 
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Where are we today? 
• Airports serving aircraft: 

– < 12,500 lbs and RW < 5000’ 
• MOS is not required for use of State HWY specs since P-403, 

P-401 or P-501 is not required 

– 12,500 lbs but < 60,000 and RW < 5000’ 
• MOS required for materials for use of State HWY materials. 

See FAA Order 5100.1 

– > 60K or RW > 5000’ 
• Use of State HWY materials not allowed 
• MOS approval follow Order 5100.1 
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Order 5300.1G Appendix A 
Excerpt only: 

File MOS early in the design phase (with PER) 
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For Help 
• https://airports-

gis.faa.gov/public/MOSOnlineHelp/index.html 
• Tim House, AR/OK Lead Engr, X5669 
• Cynthia Diep, AR/OK Engr Specialist, X5672 
• Andy Velayos, LA/NM Engr Specialist, X5647 
• Frank Snell, TX Engr Specialist, X5698 
• Todd Hebert, TX Engr Specialist, X5614 
• Lana Logan, ASW Regl Engr, X5622 
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Resources: 

• FAA Order 5100.38C, “AIP Handbook” 
• FAA Order 5300.1G, “Modification to Agency 

Airport Design, Construction, and Equipment
Standards” 

• Grant Assurances – March, 2005 
• Sponsor Certification of Project Plans and

Specifications 
• FAA Southwest Region Modification of Airport 

Standards Form 
• https://airports-

gis.faa.gov/public/MOSOnlineHelp/index.html 
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Questions? 
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