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Avian influenza is an infection caused by avian (bird) influenza 

(flu) viruses. Infected birds shed influenza virus in their saliva, 

nasal secretions, and feces. Susceptible birds become infected 

when they have contact with contaminated secretions or excretions 

or with surfaces that are contaminated with secretions or excretions 

from infected birds.

Guidelines have been established for those who routinely collect bird 

remains from runways or aircraft components for bird strike identification. 

They are advisory in nature to provide guidance for field biologists and 

others concerned about highly pathogenic avian influenza. Currently, avian influenza (H5N1) has NOT been reported in the US.  Click here for the information handout produced by the USGS Wildlife Health Center in coordination with the CDC, Smithsonian, and FAA.
For additional information on the avian influenza and the various strains, please see the following website:
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