U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION

NORTHWEST MOUNTAIN REGION - AIRPORTS DIVISION 

  Categorical Exclusion Form  
Version 08/08/07a
CONTACT THE ADO ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIALIST BEFORE USING THIS FORM
Directions:  The person (analyst) preparing this form should have knowledge of the environmental features of the airport and general impacts of the project.  Although some responses may be obtained from the preparer’s own observations, previous environmental documents or research should be cited.  Some of the best sources for information are the jurisdictional federal, state and local resource agencies responsible for the impact categories.   This form is to be used with the current versions of FAA guidance, specifically FAA Orders 1050.1E, and 5050.4B.  

FAA urges the analyst to contact the ADO as quickly as possible for any extraordinary circumstance that requires FAA to complete the process any applicable special purpose laws require.  For example, FAA is solely responsible for completing the Section 106 process.   Other special purpose laws may require FAA to complete certain procedures.  Early coordination with FAA will do much to reduce delays that would have occurred if it did not begin compliance procedures with the applicable special purpose law early in the project review cycle.  

Some of the categories below require a reference or information to support a finding. Attach that information to the form or scan it as an attachment if you are filing this form on the web site noted below. 

An electronic version of this form is available at: http://www.faa.gov/airports_airtraffic/airports/regional_guidance/northwest_mountain/airports_resources/forms/media/environmental/environmental_checklist.doc.

APPLICABILITY: 

This Environmental Evaluation Form may be used only if the sponsor’s proposed project meets the following two (2) criteria:

1. The proposed project is a federal action subject to NEPA. List applicable paragraph number from FAA Order 5050.4B, Chapter 1 para. 9g       
And

2. The proposed project is identified as one that can be categorically excluded. List applicable category from FAA Order 1050.1E paragraphs 307 through 312.      
	Airport:
	     
	Airport Identifier:         

	Project Title:
	     

	Project Description:
	List and clearly describe ALL components of project proposal including all connected actions. (Attach site map identifying project area).

     

	 
	

	Proposed Start Date of Project:
	     

	
	

	Purpose & Need:
	     

	
	


	Per FAA Order 1050.1E, paragraph 304 and 5050.4B paragraph 606, before a categorical exclusion may be utilized, a review of extraordinary circumstances must be conducted to ensure the categorical exclusion is valid.  Extraordinary circumstances exist when the proposed action (1) involves any of the following circumstances and (2) may have an adverse effect requiring further analysis to determine the intensity of that effect.  Please complete this form so that the FAA can make a determination.
FOR EACH YES OR NO ANSWER: PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION USED AS THE BASIS FOR THE DETERMINATION

	CONTROVERSY
	Is the proposed project likely to be highly controversial on environmental grounds?  

A proposed Federal action is considered highly controversial when the action is opposed on environmental grounds by a Federal, state, or local government agency, or by a substantial number of the persons affected by such action.  For more info see Order 5050.4B, paragraph 9.i.  If the action proponent has any doubt whether a given number of opposing persons is “substantial”, or there is a probable risk of litigation, that doubt shall be resolved by discussion with ADO Environmental Specialist to determine if the action should be processed as a highly controversial one.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis.       
	
	

	AIR

QUALITY
	1.  Will the proposed project have the potential to increase landside or airside capacity, including the capacity to handle additional surface vehicles?  If no, provide basis and proceed to next section.  If yes, proceed to question 2 in this topic.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	2.  General Conformity requirements  Is the proposed project within or adjacent to a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, defined NON-ATTAINMENT (or maintenance) AREA?  


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	a.
	If yes to 2 above, is the project exempt from the General Conformity regulations published in the Federal Register of November 30, 1993? 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	b.  
	If no to 2a, is the project accounted for in the State Implementation Plan? If yes, no further study is necessary.  If no, go to 2c below.  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	c.
	Would the proposed project allow the airport to serve 180,000 GA ops and/or 1.3 million enplanements. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, an air pollutant emission inventory must be prepared to determine if the project will produce, on an annual basis, criteria pollutants exceeding applicable de minimis levels.  This inventory analysis should include project revisions, intended to reduce the emission inventory to below de minimis levels.  If project emissions cannot be kept below de minimis levels an environmental assessment must be prepared.

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis.

     

	COASTAL 

RESOURCES
	Will the project occur in, or affect a coastal zone as defined by the State’s Coastal Zone Management Plan? (CZMP)?  If no, provide basis and proceed to next section.  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	Is the proposed project consistent with the approved state CZMP?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If no, then the project sponsor and FAA will need to consult with the state and Federal CZM offices and document the outcome in an environmental assessment.

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis (e.g. state CZM plan).

     

	COMPATIBLE

LAND USE
	Is the proposed project reasonably consistent with plans, goals, policies, or controls that have been adopted for the area in which the airport is located?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis (e.g. Master Plan, zoning ordinance, letters from local jurisdictions).  

     

	CONSTRUCTION IMPACTS
	Will the proposed project produce construction impacts, such as increases in localized noise levels, reduce localized air quality, produce erosion or pollutant runoff, or disrupt local traffic patterns?  Include impacts to haul routes, staging areas, disposal sites, stockpiling, etc.  Explain. If YES, describe impacts and note project-specific best management practices.       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis.   

     

	SECTION 4 (f)

 [49 U.S.C. 303 (c)] IMPACTS
	Will the proposed project impact 49 U.S.C. Section 303 (c) [formerly designated DOT Section 4 (f)] resources (publicly owned land from a public park, recreation area, or wildlife or waterfowl refuge of national, state or local significance, or land of an historic site of national, state or local significance)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, contact ADO specialist for further guidance. 

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis.  

     

	FARMLANDS
	Will the proposed project impact prime or unique farmlands?  Has the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) or state, if applicable, been contacted to determine if the proposed project will impact prime or unique farmlands?


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If there are prime or unique farmlands impacted, has the NCRS Farmland Protection Policy Act form AD-1006 process been completed and project adjustments made to the preferred alternative, if necessary?  Provide the total score on that form.  Review FAA Order 5050.4B, Table 7-1, Farmlands to determine the intensity of impact. Contact ADO if score is between 200 and 260 for more information.

     
On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis (e.g. Farmland Impact Rating Form).  

     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	FISH, WILDLIFE AND PLANTS

	ENDANGERED AND 

THREATENED SPECIES
	1.  Does the proposed project have the potential to impact federal or state listed endangered or threatened species or their habitat?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	2.  Has the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) or National Marine Fishery Service (NMFS, aka NOAA Fisheries Service) been contacted to acquire lists of endangered or threatened species that may be impacted by the project?  If, no, then contact the services to get the lists, if any. 

      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes to either 1 or 2, contact the ADO Environmental Specialist for further guidance.

On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis.  Note outcome of discussions with ADO.       

	Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)
	Does the proposed project have the potential to impact fish habitat protected under the Magnuson-Stevens Act (ID, OR, WA)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, has an Essential Fish Habitat assessment been prepared and consulted upon with the National Marine Fisheries Service?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	Are the habitats of listed species adversely impacted?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, what conservation measures must be incorporated into the project design?

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis.

     

	Migratory Bird Act
	Does the proposed project have the potential to adversely impact birds protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, are the habitats of listed species adversely impacted? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes to either, discuss what conservation measures have been incorporated into the project design? 
     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis.  

     

	FLOODPLAINS
	Will the proposed project be located in, encroach upon, or otherwise impact a floodplain?  

If yes, attach FEMA Flood Map.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis (e.g. 404 permit, consultation with the Corps, floodplain delineation report).

     

	SOLID WASTE IMPACT
	Will the proposed project produce solid waste impacts?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, are local solid waste facilities able to accommodate that waste?

If no, how will project-related excess waste be addressed or mitigated?

     
On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis.  

     

	Hazardous Materials
	Is there reason to believe or does evidence exist that the proposed project will be constructed in an area that contains hazardous materials? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, explain how such impacts will be mitigated.

     
On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis.

     

	HISTORICAL, ARCHITECTURAL, ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL

RESOURCES
	Pursuant to Section 800.3 of 36 CFR Part 800, does the project involve an activity that has the potential to affect historic properties (note: includes any prehistoric or historic district, site, building, structure, or object included in, or eligible for inclusion in, the National Register).
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If no, provide rationale and move to next section.

	
	If yes, work with the ADO environmental specialist to complete the 106 process.  It is the ADO environmental specialist’s responsibility to coordinate with the Tribes and the SHPO.  It is critical that you contact the ADO as soon as possible to avoid project delays.  

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis.  (e.g. survey results, letters from SHPO and Tribes).

     

	LIGHT EMISSIONS

AND VISUAL IMPACTS
	Will the proposed project produce light emission impacts? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	Will there be visual or aesthetic impacts from the project, and/or have there been concerns expressed on this?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, how will such impacts be mitigated?

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis.

     


	NATURAL RESOURCES,

ENERGY SUPPLY AND SUSTAINABLE DESIGN
	Will the proposed project impact energy supply or natural resources in a detrimental manner?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, please explain. 

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis.

     

	NOISE
	1.  Do project forecasted operational levels for the period the analysis covers  exceed 90,000 annual adjusted propeller operations or 700 annual adjusted jet operations?  (Cite data reference). 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, have noise contours been prepared? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	2.  Does the project increase noise exposure levels 1.5 DNL or more over noise sensitive areas (residential homes, schools, health facilities, churches, cultural or historic sites) within the 65 DNL contour?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, can mitigation be committed to reduce the increase to below the

1.5 DNL threshold of significance?  

If no, and mitigation cannot be developed to reduce the impact below the

1.5 DNL threshold, an Environmental Assessment (EA) or an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will need to be prepared.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	3.  Identify the nearest 4(f) properties to your project (parks, wildlife and recreational areas, historic properties).  Contact the ADO for further directions. 

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis.  (e.g. ALP, Master Plan, noise contours).

     

	SECONDARY (INDUCED) IMPACTS
	Will the project cause shifts in patterns of population movement and growth; public service demand; or changes in business and economic activity?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	Will the project result in disruption of community?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes to either, what mitigation is planned?

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made? Reference available documentation to support analysis.  

     

	SOCIO-ECONOMIC

IMPACTS,

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE, 

AND

CHILDREN’S ENVIRONMENTAL, HEALTH AND SAFETY RISKS
	Does the action require the relocation of  residents or businesses?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, how will those being relocated be accommodated?       
	

	
	Does the project alter surface transportation patterns or cause a degradation of level of service?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, what mitigation is planned?

     

	
	Will the project cause disproportionately high adverse impacts on minority or low-income populations within the DNL 65 contour? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, what mitigation is planned? 

     

	
	Will the project cause disproportionately high adverse impacts in any impact category to minority or low income populations?

If yes, what mitigation is planned?

     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	On what basis was the determination made? Reference available documentation to support analysis (e.g. census data, local statistics).

     

	WATER

QUALITY
	Will the proposed project produce water quality impacts to ground water, surface water bodies, public water supply systems, or violate Federal, state or tribal water quality standards?


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, what mitigation is planned?

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis (e.g. National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit, water quality certification or other consultation with involved water quality agencies).

     

	WETLANDS
	1.  Will the proposed project impact wetlands?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	2.  If yes, has the proposed project area been surveyed for wetlands, and/or has a wetland delineation been done?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	a.
	If not, a wetland delineation may need to be done in consultation with the ADO and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps). 

	
	b.
	If yes to 2, has the Corps concurred on the wetland delineation?  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	c.
	Is a Corps permit required for the project?  If so, explain what type (nationwide, general or individual permit).       

	
	3.  If yes to question 1, have all practical measures been taken to avoid impacting the wetlands?  Discuss the measures to avoid, minimize and compensate for wetland impacts.  

	
	Note:  If an individual permit is required from the Corps, an environmental assessment must  be prepared.

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference Available documentation to support analysis (e.g. 404 permit, consultation with the Corps, wetland delineation report and Corps verification report).

     

	WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS
	Would the proposed project affect any portion of the free-flowing characteristics of a Wild and Scenic River or a Study River, or any adjacent areas that are part of such rivers, listed on the Wild and Scenic Rivers Inventory?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	If yes, explain how such impacts will be mitigated.

     

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis.
     

	CUMULATIVE IMPACTS
	When considered together with other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future development projects on or off the airport, federal or non-federal, would the proposed project produce a significant cumulative effect on any of the environmental impact categories above?  Where the project does have an impact in a resource category, although not significant, a cumulative impact analysis for that category is required.  Consider projects that are connected, cumulative, or similar from a timing or geographical perspective.  Provide a list of projects considered.  Refer to 5050.4B, paragraph 9.q for a definition of reasonably foreseeable.       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	On what basis was the determination made?  Reference available documentation to support analysis.       


Preparer Certification

I certify that the information I have provided above is, to the best of my knowledge, correct.

	
	
	     

	Signature
	
	Date


	     
	
	

	Name, Title
	
	Phone


	     
	
	

	Affiliation
	
	e-mail address


Airport Sponsor Certification

I certify that the information I have provided above is, to the best of my knowledge, correct.  I also recognize and agree that no construction activity, including but not limited to site preparation, demolition, or land disturbance, shall proceed for the above proposed project(s) until FAA issues a final environmental decision for the proposed project (s) and until compliance with all other applicable FAA approval actions (e.g., ALP approval, airspace approval, grant approval) has occurred.

	
	
	
	
	     

	Signature
	
	e-mail address
	
	Date


FAA Decision: 

Having reviewed the above information, certified by the responsible airport official, it is the FAA’s decision that the proposed project (s) or development warrants environmental processing as indicated below.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The proposed project has been found to qualify for a Categorical Exclusion as provided by FAA Order 1050.1E, Chapter 3.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The proposed project exhibits conditions that require the preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA) (List subject areas e.g. noise, water quality, threatened and endangered species etc.) 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The following additional documentation is necessary for FAA to perform a complete environmental evaluation of the proposed project


	
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     


Project Reviewed and Recommended by:

	     
	
	     

	FAA Environmental Specialist
	
	Date


Approved:

	     
	
	     

	FAA Approving Official
	
	Date


Form Date:  July 13, 2007


Page 1 of 7

