NOTICE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION N 8020.185
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION '

Effective Date:
National Policy 04/27/10

Cancellation Date:
04/27/11

SUBJ: Use of FAA Form 8020-23 in Reporting Aircraft Accidents That Occur Outside
the United States

1. Purpose of This Notice. This notice provides guidance concerning the completion of FAA
Form 8020-23, Aircraft Accident/Incident Report, when an accident occurs involving an aircraft
of United States registry, operated by a U.S. operator, or designed or manufactured in the United
States, which occurs outside the territory of the United States.

2. Audience. The primary audience for this notice is Flight Standards District Office (FSDO)
aviation safety inspectors. The secondary audience includes Flight Standards Service branches
and divisions in the regions and in headquarters.

3. Where You Can Find This Notice. You can find this Notice on the MyFAA Web site:
https://emplovees.faa.gov/tools resources/orders notices/. You can also be access this notice
through the Flight Standards Information Management System (FSIMS) at
http:/fsims.avs.faa.gov.

4. Background.

a. Annex 13 of the International Convention on Civil Aviation (Chicago Convention)
provides that the responsibilities for accident and incident investigation are held by the following
states in the listed circumstances:

(1) Within the territory of a contracting state: The state of occurrence.

(2) In the territory of a non-contracting state: In cooperation with the state of
occurrence, in order or precedence, the state of registry, operator, design, or manufacture,

(3) Outside the territory of any state: The state of registry.

(4) In all cases, the responsible state may delegate the accident to another state by
mutual agreement.
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b. In most cases, states other than the United States have jurisdiction over investigations of
accidents and incidents that occur outside the United States, even when involving aircraft of U.S.
registry, a U.S. operator, or aircraft designed or manufactured in the United States. The United
States Government should not present an appearance of conducting an investigation that
challenges that jurisdiction.

¢. Accordingly, this notice prescribes the manner in which 8020-23 forms should be
completed to reflect the priority of the Annex 13 investigation being conducted by the cognizant
state investigative authority, and meet FAA requirements.

5. Guidance. When an aircraft accident or incident occurs outside the United States involving
an aircraft of U.S. registry, operated by a U.S. operator, or of U.S. design or manufacture, the
United States Government will designate an accredited representative, typically an air safety
investigator from the National Transportation Safety Board. The Federal Aviation
Administration will normally assign an air safety investigator or aviation safety inspector as the
FAA Investigator-in-Charge (IIC), who will participate as the technical advisor to the accredited
representative.

FAA Form 8020-23 shall be completed by the IIC per the instructions found on page three of the
form, with the addition that Item 33, Narrative, should include this statement:

“The investigation of this accident is being conducted by the <Name of ICAO State and
investigating body>. The NTSB has assigned an accredited representative to assist the
investigation under the provisions of ICAO Annex 13 as the <state of registry, operator,
design or manufacture, as appropriate>. The Federal Aviation Administration and <any
other U.S. organizations> have been designated as advisors to the accredited
representative.

This report is issued for factual data collection and recording of findings relative to FAA
continued operational safety responsibilities.”

6. ACTION.

a. Investigations of U.S. civil aircraft accidents which occur outside the territory of the
United States shall be conducted in accordance with the most current FAA Order 8020.11,
Aircraft Accident and Incident Notification, Investigation and Reporting, Chapter 7.

b. When completing Form 8020-23, FAA Accident/Incident Report:

(1) Enter location in Block 6 as City, State/Province, Nation. In cases where an accident
occurs outside a national territory, indicate location by best description (ie. South Atlantic Ocean
300 nm east of Natal, Brazil).

(2) Insert the language referenced in 5. (above) in Block 33.

(3) See Appendix B for an example of a completed FAA Form 8020-23 for a foreign air
carrier accident, involving a foreign registered aircraft of U.S. manufacture which occurred
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outside the United States, and a U.S. general aviation operator accident which occurred outside
the United States.

7. Disposition. We will permanently incorporate the information in this notice in the most
current FAA Order 8020.11 before this notice expires. Any questions or comments regarding the
information provided should be directed to the Accident Investigation Division, AVP-100, at
(202) 267-8190.

8. Distribution. We will distribute this notice to the division level in the Flight Standards
Service in Washington headquarters, including the Regulatory Standards Division at the Mike
Monroney Aeronautical Center; to the branch level in the regional Flight Standards divisions to
all Flight Standards District Offices and to the Transportation Safety Institute. Flight Standards
Inspectors can access this notice through the Flight Standards Information Management System
(FSIMS) at http://fsims.avr.faa.gov. Operators may find this information on the Federal Aviation
Administration’s (FAA) Web site at:
http://www.faa.gov/library/manuals/examiners_inspectors/8000/

Ao A7

Jay J. Pardee
Director, Office of Accident Investigation and Prevention
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Appendix 1
Appendix 1. Foreign air carrier operating a foreign registered aircraft of United States
manufacture; accident outside the United States.
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The investigation of this aceident is being conducted by the French BEA under an agreement with the government of French Polynesia, The NTSB has
assigned an Accredited Representative to assist the investigation under the provisions of ICAO Annex 13 a3 the state of design and manufscture. The US
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! This repart is issued for factual data collection and recording of findings relative to FAA continued operationa! safety responsibiilities,
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This report 15 1ssued for factun! data collection und recording of findings relative 1o FAA continued operational safety responsibifities.

The pilot was atempting a downwind fukeolY on a sogpy grass runway, The tikeofT was aborted Inte nnd the nircrall over-ran the depurture end, erossed i
- ditch. hreaking off the maim landing gear. The aireraft came to rest in an auto repair shop, where it caught fire

NARRATIVE (ATTACH ADDITIONAL SHEETS AS NECESSARY)
(ONLY STATE THE FACTS THAT ARE CAUSAL TO THE ACCTDENTANCIDENT)

The investipation of this aceldent Iy being condueted by the Colombian Acrondutica Civil, The NTSB has nssigned an Accredited Representative 1o assist
the investigation under the provisions of ICAQ Annex 13 as the state of registry and operator. The US Federal Aviation Administration, Twin Commander
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4. The pilot anempled a tkeoff on a 3,200 foot long sogay grass runway with o 10 knot milwind, und aborted the takeofT too lute.,

9. The pilor wirempted to takeoft ar §,600 pounds over the maximum allowable takeoff weight.
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