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NOTICE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION N 8900.162 

National Policy 
Effective Date: 
7/27/11 

 Cancellation Date: 
7/27/12 

SUBJ: Special Emphasis Review—Part 121 Minimum Equipment List Management 
Program 

1. Purpose of This Notice. This notice advises Flight Standards Service (AFS) personnel of a 
change to guidance contained in Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Order 8900.1, Flight 
Standards Information Management System (FSIMS), Volume 4, Chapter 4, Section 1, Minimum 
Equipment Lists and Configuration Deviation Lists for Part 91K Program Managers, and 
Part 121, 129, and 135 Certificate Holders. The purpose of the change is to correct guidance that 
conflicts with the intent of Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 121, 
§ 121.628. The intent of this regulation is made clear in a legal interpretation, which the Assistant 
Chief Counsel of the Regulations Division issued in 1997 (see Appendix B, Letter of 
Interpretation). This notice further advises principal operations inspectors (POI) to review a 
certificate holder’s current minimum equipment list (MEL) processes and procedures to 
determine compliance with the new guidance and the CFRs. 

2. Audience. The primary audience for this notice is aviation safety inspectors (ASI) who are 
responsible for the regulatory oversight of air carrier certificate holders conducting operations in 
accordance with 14 CFR part 121. The secondary audience includes AFS branches and divisions 
in the regions and in headquarters (HQ). 

3. Where You Can Find This Notice. You can find this notice on the MyFAA employee 
Web site at https://employees.faa.gov/tools_resources/orders_notices. Inspectors can access this 
notice through the Flight Standards Information Management System (FSIMS) at 
http://fsims.avs.faa.gov. Air carriers (operators) can find this notice on the FAA’s Web site at 
http://fsims.faa.gov. This notice is available to the public at http://www.faa.gov/regulations_polic
ies/orders_notices. 

4. Background. A recent review of FAA Order 8900.1, Volume 4, Chapter 4, Section 1 revealed 
guidance that conflicts with the intent of § 121.628 and § 121.605; specifically, the conflicting 
guidance applied to instrument or equipment discrepancies that occur after an aircraft leaves the 
gate or ramp area (pushes back or taxis), but prior to takeoff. The new guidance clarifies the 
following: 

a. Definitions. The definition of “takeoff” and “departure” as it applies to the MEL; 
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b. Verification of Airworthiness. Verification of airworthiness (in accordance with 
§ 121.605) by dispatchers and authorized personnel to exercise operational control; and 

c. Processes and Procedures. The requirement for certificate holders to have processes and 
procedures in place that ensure that the pilot in command (PIC) communicates with the dispatch 
and maintenance organizations to determine the appropriate action to be taken if instruments or 
equipment become inoperative between the time an aircraft pushes back, or leaves the gate area, 
and takes off. 

5. Guidance. The guidance found in FAA Order 8900.1, Volume 4, Chapter 4, Section 1 is the 
basis for the information found in this notice. 

6. Action. POIs must review the new guidance contained in FAA Order 8900.1, Volume 4, 
Chapter 4, Section 1 and complete the attached Constructed Dynamic Observation Report 
(ConDOR) within 60 days from the date of this notice. The ConDOR contains five questions and 
is designed to target the area in which FAA Order 8900.1 guidance has been revised. POIs must 
review the certificate holder’s manual(s) containing MEL processes and procedures to determine 
compliance with §§ 121.628 and 121.605, and the new guidance contained in FAA Order 8900.1, 
Volume 4, Chapter 4, Section 1 and answer the five questions in the ConDOR (as applicable). 
Refer to Appendix A, Minimum Equipment List National Use Constructed Dynamic Observation 
Report. 

a. Affirmation of Compliance: “Yes” Response. If the certificate holder’s MEL processes 
and procedures comply with the specific regulatory and guidance references contained in the 
ConDOR, then no further action is required once the ConDOR is complete. 

b. Conflict with Specific Regulatory and Guidance References: “No” Response. If the 
certificate holder’s MEL processes and procedures conflict with the specific regulatory 
requirements and guidance references contained in the ConDOR, POIs will ensure that certificate 
holders revise their processes and procedures within 60 days of the completion of the initial 
ConDOR. Track all required corrective actions using the Corrective Action Tracking Tool 
(CATT) in the Air Transportation Oversight System (ATOS) automation. 

7. Special Emphasis Review ConDOR (refer to Appendix A). Instructions for accessing and 
using the template for the National Use ConDOR are as follows: 

• From the ATOS home page, click the “Create ConDOR” link. This will open the “Create 
ConDOR” screen. 

• Click the “Load Template” button on the ConDOR form, which will open a window from 
which you can select templates. 

• Select “MEL National Use ConDOR” and click the “Load” button to load the selected 
template. 

• Select appropriate questions for the operator (flag, domestic, and/or supplemental), and 
click the save button. 

• Place “MEL” in the local/regional/national use field 
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8. Disposition. We will permanently incorporate the information in this notice into FSIMS 
before this notice expires. Direct questions concerning the information in this notice to the Air 
Transportation Division (AFS-200) Technical Programs Branch (AFS-260) at 202-267-8166. 

 
 
for  
 
John M. Allen 
Director, Flight Standards Service 
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Appendix A 

Appendix A. Minimum Equipment List National Use Constructed Dynamic 
Observation Report 

Custom 
Question 
Number 

Questions Answer Type 

1.1 In accordance with FAA Order 8900.1, 
Volume 4, Chapter 4, Section 1, does the 
certificate holder’s MEL management program 
contain a means of ensuring that a dispatcher is 
able to verify the airworthiness of an aircraft? 

Kind of Operation: Domestic, Flag 

Yes/No 

1.2 In accordance with FAA Order 8900.1, 
Volume 4, Chapter 4, Section 1, does the 
certificate holder’s MEL management program 
contain a means of ensuring that persons who are 
responsible for operational control and the 
issuance of flight releases are able to verify the 
airworthiness of an aircraft? 

Kind of Operation: Supplemental 

Yes/No 

1.3 In accordance with FAA Order 8900.1, 
Volume 4, Chapter 4, Section 1, does the 
certificate holder’s MEL management program 
have procedures that address equipment 
discrepancies that occur after an aircraft leaves 
the gate or ramp area, and which state that any 
discrepancy that occurs after that time but prior to 
takeoff requires that item to either be repaired or 
addressed by the approved MEL procedures? 

Kind of Operation: Domestic, Flag, Supplemental 

Yes/No 

1.4 In accordance with FAA Order 8900.1, 
Volume 4, Chapter 4, Section 1, does the 
certificate holder’s MEL management program 
have procedures for handling equipment or 
instrument failure after the aircraft has left the 
gate or ramp area, but prior to takeoff, that ensure 
that the pilot in command (PIC) communicates 
with the dispatch, and maintenance organizations 
to determine appropriate action for domestic and 
flag operations? 

Kind of Operation: Domestic, Flag 

Yes/No 
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1.5 In accordance with FAA Order 8900.1, 
Volume 4, Chapter 4, Section 1, does the 
certificate holder’s MEL management program 
have procedures for handling equipment or 
instrument failure after the aircraft has left the 
gate or ramp area but prior to takeoff that ensure 
the PIC communicates with the Director of 
Operations (DO) (or the person authorized to 
exercise operational control) and the maintenance 
organization to determine appropriate action for 
supplemental operations? 

Kind of Operation: Supplemental 

Yes/No 
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Appendix B. Letter of Interpretation 
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